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Title:
Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign A.740/S.3753, which allows municipalities to regulate pet dealers as long as the law, rule, regulation, or ordinance is not less stringent than state law.  
Preconsidered Res. No.:

By Council Member Arroyo
Title: 
Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign A.2046/S.5048, legislation that would amend current laws relating to animal control, the animal population control fund and licensing of animals in New York City.
Proposed Int. No. 933-A:
By Council Member Vallone, Gentile, Crowley, Arroyo, Brewer, Fidler, James, Koo, Mark-Viverito, Nelson, Rose, Vacca, Williams, Rodriguez, Gonzalez, Koppell, Mendez
Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating an animal abuse registry.

Administrative Code:
Adds a new chapter 15 to Title 17.

1. Introduction

On June 7th, the Committee on Health will consider two resolutions and one bill, all with the common purpose of improving animal welfare in the city of New York.
Preconsidered Res. No. ____ calls on the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign A.740/S.3753, an act which would repeal express preemption clauses in state law to permit municipalities to regulate pet stores and thereby stem the flow of unsterilized, mistreated dogs from puppy mills into the city’s shelter system.  
Preconsidered Res. No. ____ calls on the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to Sign A.2046/S.5048, an act which would permit the city of New York to increase dog licensing fees to raise money for the animal population control fund and Animal Care and Control’s shelters.
Proposed Int. No. 933-A would establish an animal abuse registry to ensure that persons convicted of animal abuse crimes in New York State are not able to acquire animals.  

2. Analysis of Legislation 
Preconsidered Res. No. ___ , a resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign A.740/S.3753, which allows municipalities to regulate pet dealers as long as the law, rule, regulation, or ordinance is not less stringent than state law.  

Preconsidered Res. No. ____ calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign A.740/S.3753, an act to amend the Agriculture and Markets Law and the General Business Law, in relation to the preemption of local laws, and to repeal section 400-a of the Agriculture and Markets Law and section 753-e of the General Business Law relating thereto. 
Under current state law, municipalities cannot regulate pet stores and therefore have little power to regulate the supply of animals sold in them.  Most of the puppies sold in New York City pet stores come from puppy mills in the Midwest.
  According to the ASPCA, “Our local governments and animal shelters absorb the costs associated with unregulated breeders and unwanted pet store dogs through cruelty seizures, sheltering costs and legal proceedings.”
  Puppy mills breed large numbers of dogs several times a year, keep animals in cramped conditions often with inadequate food and water, and ship them hundreds of miles to pet stores.
  Nationwide, the Humane Society estimates that there are at least 10,000 puppy mills that are producing up to 4 million puppies a year.
  Currently, the city of New York has no power to stem the flow of these animals into the city.  
A.740/S.3753 would allow municipalities to regulate pet dealers as long as the law, rule, regulation, or ordinance is not less stringent than state law.  The act would thus allow the Council to impose improve conditions at pet stores and to impose other measures to help reduce the supply of animals that might end up in shelters.

Preconsidered Res. No.____ Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass A.2046/S.5048 and the Governor to sign, legislation that would amend current laws relating to animal control, the animal population control fund and licensing of animals in New York City.
Preconsidered Res. No. ____ calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign A.2046/S.5048, an act to amend chapter 115 of the laws of 1894 in relation to the licensing of dogs, the animal population control fund, and animal control.
Dog licensing in New York City is regulated under state law.  Chapter 115 of the laws of 1894 (hereafter “Chapter 115”) sets the dog licensing fee for spayed and neutered dogs (the “base fee”) in the city of New York at $8.50.  This amount has been the base fee for nearly 40 years.  Chapter 115 also permits the City to set its own licensing fee for unsterilized dogs, which the City currently sets at $34.  A.2046/S.5048 would amend Chapter 115 to allow the City of New York  to set its own base fee by local law, provided that the licensing fee for an unsterilized dog is at least 85% greater than the base fee.
Chapter 115 currently provides that a person who renews a dog license after the renewal date is subject to a $2 late fee and that such person may be guilty of disorderly conduct and subject to a $10 fine.  Failure to pay the fine can result in up to 10 days imprisonment.   A.2046/S.5048 amends Chapter 115 allow the City to change the late license fee by local law so long as the late fee is not more than 20% of the base fee.  Under the legislation, the penalty for not licensing a dog, currently set by Chapter 115 at $10, would change increase to $75 for a first violation and up to $100 for persons with a violation within the previous five years.  
A.2046/S.5048 adds two new affirmative defenses for violations of Chapter 115, one for a pet owner who submitted an application for a new license or a renewal but is waiting to receive the license, and another for when the notice of violation was issued less than thirty days after the expiration date of the expired license and a person duly applied for a license renewal subsequent to the issuance of such notice.  Under the proposed legislation, violations would be adjudicated by the Environmental Control Board or the Health Tribunal, both now within the Office of Administrative Trials and Hearings (OATH). 
The state bill also specifies how money collected from fees and penalties can be allocated.  The state legislation would require that base fees be used to implement the law, fund animal shelters, and provide public education on responsible pet ownership.  The legislation would also require that 100% of the additional fees collected for licensing unsterilized dogs go to the City’s animal control population fund to support its spay/neuter program.  Any penalties for failure to comply would be allocated 75% to the animal population and control fund to support spay/neuter programs, and  25% to funding for animal shelters, education about responsible pet ownership, or other animal care and control activities.  Further, the bill would require ten cents from each license fee to be submitted to the New York State Commissioner of Agriculture and Markets to fund research into illnesses that affect dogs, as is currently required under existing law.
A.2046/S.5048 would eliminate the reference to the ASPCA as the City’s licensing authority, providing the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) with sole authority to carry out the provisions of the act.
  At the same time, the legislation would permit DOHMH to designate other entities to process license applications and fees.  
Proposed Int. No. 933-A
Bill section 1 would contain legislative findings that animal cruelty is a serious problem in New York City.
Bill section 2 would amend Title 17 of the Administrative Code by adding a new Chapter 15 entitled “Animal Abuse Registration Act” that would contain the sections described herein.
New section 17-1501 would provide the following definitions for use in the chapter.  
“Animal abuse crime” would mean animal fighting, as defined in section 351 of  the agriculture and markets law; overdriving, torturing or injuring animals; failure to provide proper sustenance, as defined in section 353 of the agriculture and markets law; aggravated cruelty to animals, as defined in section 353-a of the agriculture and markets law; abandonment of animals, as defined in section 355 of the agriculture and markets law; failure to provide proper food and drink to an impounded animal, as defined in section 356 of the agriculture and markets law; interference with or injury to certain domestic animals, as defined in section 361 of the agriculture and markets law; or harming a service animal in the first degree, as defined in section 242.15 of the penal code.

“Animal shelter” would mean any full service shelter, as defined in section 17-802(d) of the Administrative Code, or other facility that makes dogs and cats available for adoption whether or not a fee for such adoption is charged.

“Authorized entities” would mean duly incorporated humane societies, societies for the prevention of cruelty to animals, dog or cat protective associations, animal control officers, pet shops and animal shelters operating in the city of New York.

“Companion animal” would mean a dog, cat or any other domesticated animal, as defined in section 350 of the agriculture and markets law. 

“Convicted of” would mean an adjudication of guilt by any court of competent jurisdiction, whether upon a verdict or plea of guilty or nolo contendere.

 “Registrant” would  mean a person required to register with the department pursuant to this legislation.  

“Pet shop” would mean a facility required to have a permit issued pursuant to subdivision (a) of section 161.09 of the New York city health code, where dogs and/or cats are sold, exchanged, bartered, or offered for sale as pet animals to the general public at retail for profit.

Section 17-1502 would provide for the creation of an animal abuse registry.  Such section would require DOHMH to create, manage, and maintain a registry containing the names and addresses of individuals living in the city of New York who have been convicted of an animal abuse crime. It would also require DOHMH to maintain such registry in electronic form and to make it available or open to law enforcement agencies and district attorneys.

Subdivision b section 17-1502 would require DOHMH to keep the contents of the registry confidential to others, except to provide authorized entities with the password protected ability to electronically query the registry to find out if a specific person is allowed to adopt an animal.
Section 17-1503 would provide for animal abuse registration requirements.  Subdivision a of section 17-1503 would require any person 18 years of age or older who resides in the city of New York and is convicted of an animal abuse crime on or after the effective date of the local law to register with DOHMH within 30 days of that effective date, or after the effective date, within five days following such person’s release from incarceration, or if there is no period of incarceration, within five days of sentencing.
Subdivision b of such section would require registrants to provide DOHMH with specific identification information and any other information deemed pertinent by the department.
Subdivision c of section 17-1503 would require that within five days of release from incarceration, or if not incarcerated, within five days of sentencing, a person who is required to register personally appear for the purpose of verifying the information required under subdivision b. 
Subdivision d of section 17-1503 would require each registrant to personally appear within twenty days of each one year anniversary of the registrant’s initial registration, for the purpose of verifying information required under subdivision b of such section of the Code.  The bill would permit the Commissioner of Health and Mental Hygiene (hereinafter “Commissioner”) to photograph the registrant at such time.
Subdivision e section 17-1503 would require each registrant to update the department within five days of a change in any of the information required pursuant to subdivision b of this section.
Subdivision f of section 17-1503 would require any person convicted of an animal abuse crime who moves into the city or within the city to personally appear within ten calendar days after establishing residence in the city of New York, or within ten days of changing residences within the city of New York, to verify the information required pursuant subdivision b of this section.  

Subdivision g of section 17-1503 would require each registrant to remain on the animal abuse registry for five years following his or her release from incarceration or the date judgment was rendered, whichever is later. Registrants convicted of subsequent animal abuse crimes would be required to remain on the animal abuse registry for ten years following the date of the last conviction.

Section 17-1504 would prohibit a person listed on the animal abuse registry from owning a companion animal.

Section 17-1505 would prohibit any animal shelter located in the city of New York from exchanging or transferring ownership of a companion animal to any person listed on the animal abuse registry.  

Section 17-1506 would authorize the Commissioner to promulgate rules and regulations necessary for the implementation of the law.  

Code Section 17-1507 would provide that violation of section 17-1503 or 17-1504 of the Code or any rules promulgated thereunder shall be a misdemeanor punishable by up to one year imprisonment, a fine of up to one thousand dollars, or both.
Section 17-1508 would provide that the law shall apply to persons convicted of an animal abuse crime on or after the effective date of the law.   

Bill section 3 would provide that the local law take effect 240 days after enactment and that the Commissioner take all necessary actions including promulgation of rules prior to the effective date.   
Preconsidered Res. No.

Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign A.740/S.3753, which allows  municipalities to regulate pet dealers as long as the law, rule, regulation, or ordinance is not less  stringent than state law.

By Council Members Crowley and Lappin

Whereas, On January 9, 2013, A.740/S.3753, an act to amend the Agriculture and Markets Law and the General Business Law, in relation to the preemption of local laws, and to repeal section 400-a of the Agriculture  and  Markets  Law  and section 753-e of the General Business Law relating thereto, was introduced; and

Whereas, The Agriculture and Markets Law and General Business Law currently prohibit municipalities from regulating the sale of animals in pet stores; and

Whereas, Pet stores in New York are permitted to sell dogs and cats that have not been spayed or neutered; and

Whereas, The supply of adoptable pets in New York City exceeds the demand, resulting in thousands of animals being abandoned and euthanized; and 

Whereas, In 2011, NBC New York has found that most of the puppies sold in New York pet stores are purchased from puppy mills; and

Whereas, The Humane Society estimates that there are at least 10,000 puppy mills in the United States that are producing up to 4 million puppies a year and that most of the puppy mills are unlicensed and unmonitored; and 

Whereas, Puppy mills keep animals in cramped areas while breeding large numbers of dogs at the same time; and

Whereas, New York State allows puppy mills to operate as long as the animals are given food and water; and 

Whereas, The Times Union recently conducted a special segment on the increase of puppy mills in upstate New York where a reporter found that the basic requirements of food and water are not being met by many puppy mills; and 

Whereas, Dr. Ann Hohenhaus of the Animal Medical Center in Manhattan says the lack of government oversight helps to foster the environment necessary for unscrupulous puppy mill transactions; and 

Whereas, According to Dr. Hohenhaus, puppies need to socialize with humans within the first 14 weeks of their lives or they will be at a high risk of developing behavioral problems and become unwanted pets; and 

Whereas, Dogs rescued or purchased from puppy mills often have chronic ailments, skin and eye infections and rotten teeth; and

Whereas, Some of the dogs rescued or purchased from puppy mills are inevitably euthanized because they are very ill and unadoptable; and   

Whereas, Allowing municipalities in New York State to set rules and regulations appropriate for their jurisdictions will create transparency around the operations of puppy mills and pet stores and help prevent dogs from unnecessarily being euthanized; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign A.740/S.3753, which allows municipalities to regulate pet dealers as long as the law, rule, regulation, or ordinance is not less stringent than state law.
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Preconsidered Res No._____

Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign A.2046/S.5048, legislation that would amend current laws relating to animal control, the animal population control fund and licensing of animals in New York City. 

By Council Member Arroyo

Whereas, New York State law requires that all owned dogs be licensed and that dogs wear their license in public; and  

Whereas, In order to license their dogs, owners must fill out an application through the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (“DOHMH”) and pay a fee; and 

Whereas, The base fee to license a dog in New York City is $8.50 if the dog is spayed or neutered and $34 if the owner does not provide proof that the dog has been spayed or neutered; and   

Whereas, A.2046/S.5048 (by Assemblyman Brian Kavanagh/Senator José Serrano) states that the base fee will be determined by local law and that the additional fee for dogs that are not spayed or neutered will be at least 85 percent above the base fee; and  

Whereas, Furthermore, the additional fee collected for dogs that are not spayed or neutered would be deposited in the animal population control fund; and  

Whereas, Currently, the animal population control fund has already been authorized by New York City to fund free and subsidized spay and neuter services; and  

Whereas, According to the proposed bill, any person who fails to renew the license prior to its expiration may be required to pay a late fee upon renewal; and 

Whereas, The late fee will be set by local law and cannot be more than 20 percent of the amount of the base fee; and 

Whereas, Ten cents of every fee collected from dog licensing will provide funding for research into diseases of dogs and the search and study of viruses that affect people and animals; and  

Whereas, Under the proposed legislation, penalties for not licensing a dog would allow for a civil penalty of $75 for the first violation and no more than $100 for a subsequent violation within five years of the first violation; and  

Whereas, However, two affirmative defenses have been added for people who have either: 1) submitted an application or renewal but are waiting to receive the license and 2) if the violation was issued less than thirty days after the expiration date of the license and the person had applied for a renewal; and 

Whereas, The proposed bill would establish that DOHMH may designate another person or entity, including but not limited to a person who provides care, treatment, services, or merchandise for animals, to process applications for dog licenses, collect, and remit the fees; and 

Whereas, Current law permits private entities to issue licenses on behalf of the City and authorizes that they collect a $1 fee; however, the proposed legislation would expand who can process license applications and changes the collection fee to 10 percent of the total fee; and 

Whereas, The animal population control fund and animal control program were established to provide low cost spay and neuter services; and 

Whereas, According to the testimony of then Acting Deputy Commissioner of Environmental Health at DOHMH Daniel Kass on April 28, 2010 at a New York City Council Hearing, “increasing the ability for voluntary serialization of owned pets will reduce the number of animals entering the City’s shelters and therefore reduce the number of animals that are euthanized;” and  

Whereas, Additionally, the New York City Animal Care and Control (“AC&C”) is required by DOHMH to sterilize dogs and cats that are adopted out of shelters; and 

Whereas, A.2046/S.5048 would allow local law to determine the fees for licensing and designates specific funds for the animal control program and animal control fund; and     

Whereas, This legislation would help fund important services such as the sheltering and care for stray, abandoned, and dangerous animals; and help prevent additional animals from entering shelter; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign A.2046/S.5048, legislation that would amend current laws relating to animal control, the animal population control fund and licensing of animals in New York City.
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Proposed Int. No. 933-A

By Council Members Vallone, Gentile, Crowley, Arroyo, Brewer, Fidler, James, Koo, Mark-Viverito, Nelson, Rose, Vacca, Williams, Rodriguez, Gonzalez, Koppell, Mendez, Halloran and Ulrich  

A Local Law

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating an animal abuse registry.  

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 


Section 1.  Legislative Findings.  The Council finds that animal cruelty is a serious problem in New York City.  Although New York State criminalizes cruelty to animals, animals in New York City continue to be subject to abusive behavior.  In recent years, several states and municipalities have considered creating animal abuse registries to track people convicted of animal cruelty.  As of 2012, three New York State counties have created animal abuse registries. The Council finds that creating a registry of those convicted of animal cruelty will aide those involved in the sale or adoption of animals to ensure that an animal will not be placed with a person with a record of animal abuse.   Additionally, numerous studies have determined that there is a high correlation between animal abuse and other violent criminal behavior and that abuse of animals often predicts other abusive behaviors.  Accordingly, the Council finds that an animal abuse registry would protect animals as well as benefit the public by creating an organized record of people who have been convicted of animal cruelty.   

§ 2.  Title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new chapter 15 to read as follows:

Chapter 15

Animal Abuse Registration Act 

§17-1501 Definitions.

§17-1502 Creation of an animal abuse registry. 

§17-1503 Animal abuse registration requirements.

§17-1504  Prohibition on ownership of animals.

§17-1505 Requirements of animal shelters.    

§17-1506 Rules and Regulations.

§17-1507 Penalties.  

§17-1508 Applicability.  

§17-1501 Definitions.  As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

a. “Animal abuse crime” shall mean:  

1. animal fighting, as defined in section 351 of  the agriculture and markets law; 

2. overdriving, torturing or injuring animals; failure to provide proper sustenance, as defined in section 353 of the agriculture and markets law; 

3. aggravated cruelty to animals, as defined in section 353-a of the agriculture and markets law 

4. abandonment of animals, as defined in section 355 of the agriculture and markets law; 

5. failure to provide proper food and drink to an impounded animal, as defined in section 356 of the agriculture and markets law; 

6. interference with or injury to certain domestic animals, as defined in section 361 of the agriculture and markets law; 

7. harming a service animal in the first degree, as defined in section 242.15 of the penal code.

b. “Animal shelter” shall mean any full service shelter, as defined in section 17-802(d) of this code, or other facility that makes dogs and cats available for adoption whether or not a fee for such adoption is charged.

c. “Authorized entities” shall mean duly incorporated humane societies, societies for the prevention of cruelty to animals, dog or cat protective associations, animal control officers, pet shops and animal shelters operating in the city of New York.

d. “Companion animal” shall mean a dog, cat or any other domesticated animal, as defined in section 350 of the agriculture and markets law. 

e. “Convicted of” shall mean an adjudication of guilt by any court of competent jurisdiction, whether upon a verdict or plea of guilty or nolo contendere.

f. “Registrant” shall mean a person required to register with the department pursuant to this chapter.  

g. “Pet shop” shall mean a facility required to have a permit issued pursuant to subdivision (a) of section 161.09 of the New York city health code, where dogs and/or cats are sold, exchanged, bartered, or offered for sale as pet animals to the general public at retail for profit.

§17-1502 Creation of animal abuse registry.  a. The department shall create, manage and maintain a registry that shall contain the names and addresses of individuals living in the city of New York who have been convicted of an animal abuse crime.  Such registry shall be in electronic form and shall be made available to all law enforcement agencies and district attorneys.  

b. Except as provided in subdivision a of this section, the department shall keep the contents of the registry confidential except that the department shall grant authorized entities the password-protected ability to electronically query the registry using a person’s name, driver’s license number, or other identifying information determined by the commissioner, and to receive in response to such query electronic notice of whether such person is prohibited from owning a companion animal under §17-504 of this chapter.

§17-1503 Animal abuse registration requirements.  a. Any person eighteen years of age or older who resides in the city of New York and has been convicted of an animal abuse crime on or after the effective date of the local law that added this chapter must register with the department within thirty days following such effective date or, once such date has passed, within five days following such person’s release from incarceration, or, if such person was not incarcerated, within five days from the date of such person’s sentencing.

b. Any person required to register pursuant to this chapter shall submit to the department the following information:

1. The registrant’s name, all aliases used, date of birth, sex, race, height, weight, eye color, number of any driver's license or non-driver photo ID card, home address and/or expected place of residence.
2. A photograph of the registrant, updated during the period of registration as described in subdivision c of this section.
3. A description of the offense for which the registrant was convicted, the date of conviction and the sentence imposed.
4. Any other information deemed pertinent by the department.

c. A person who is required to register shall personally appear at such office as the commissioner may direct within five days of (i) release from incarceration, in the event the registrant receives a sentence of imprisonment, or (ii) sentencing, if such sentence does not include imprisonment, for the purpose of personally verifying such information as may be required under subdivision b of this section with the department.  The department may at such time photograph the registrant.  The commissioner may require the registrant to provide such documentation as the commissioner deems acceptable to verify such information.
d. Within twenty days of each one year anniversary of the registrant’s initial registration date, such registrant shall personally appear at such office as the commissioner may direct for the purpose of verifying such information as may be required under subdivision b of this section  with the department. The department may at such time photograph the registrant.  The commissioner may require the registrant to provide such documentation as the commissioner deems acceptable to verify such information.
e. Each person required to register pursuant to this section shall submit to the department updated registration information within five days of any change in any of the information required pursuant to subdivision b of this section.

f.  Any person convicted of an animal abuse crime shall, within ten calendar days after establishing residence in the city of New York or changing residences within the city of New York, personally appear at such office as the commissioner may direct and there provide verification information as required by this section. The commissioner may require such registrant to provide such documentation as the commissioner deems acceptable to verify the change in residence.

g.  Each registrant shall remain on the animal abuse registry for five years following his or her release from incarceration or the date judgment was rendered, whichever is later.  Registrants who are convicted of subsequent animal abuse crimes shall remain on the animal abuse registry for ten years following the date of their most recent conviction.

§17-1504  Prohibition on ownership of animals.  a.  A person listed on the animal abuse registry shall not own an animal.
§17-1505 Requirements of animal shelters.  a. Prior to the exchange or transfer of ownership of any companion animal in the care of an animal shelter, an employee or volunteer of such shelter shall consult the animal abuse registry to determine whether the person seeking ownership of such companion animal is listed on the animal abuse registry.

b. No animal shelter located in the city of New York shall exchange or transfer the ownership of any companion animal to any person listed on the animal abuse registry.

§17-1506 Rules and Regulations.  The commissioner may promulgate such rules and regulations necessary for the implementation of this law.

§17-1507 Penalties.  Any person found in violation of section 17-1503 or 17-1504 or any rules promulgated thereunder shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by incarceration for not more than one year or a fine of up to one thousand dollars, or both.

§17-1508 Applicability.  This law shall apply to all persons convicted of animal abuse on or after the effective date of this law.

§3. This local law shall take effect two hundred forty days after enactment provided, however, that the commissioner shall take all actions necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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� Kate Tur and Tom Burke, NY Pet Stores Supplied by Puppy Mills: Humane Society, WNBC, Nov. 10, 2011, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/New-York-Pet-Stores-Supplied-by-Puppy-Mills-Humane-Society-133586508.html" �http://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/New-York-Pet-Stores-Supplied-by-Puppy-Mills-Humane-Society-133586508.html�.


� ASPCA, Support A.740 (Rosenthal)/S.3753 (Grissanti): Allow Local Governments to Regulate Puppy Mills, on file with committee.


� People For The Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA), Puppy Mills: Dogs Abused for the Pet Trade, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.peta.org/issues/Companion-Animals/puppy-mills-dogs-abused-for-the-pet-trade.aspx" �http://www.peta.org/issues/Companion-Animals/puppy-mills-dogs-abused-for-the-pet-trade.aspx�


� Julian Hattem, White House reviewing rule to crack down on puppy mills, The Hill, May 1, 2013, available at � HYPERLINK "http://thehill.com/blogs/regwatch/pending-regs/297325-white-house-reviewing-rule-to-crack-down-on-puppy-mills" �http://thehill.com/blogs/regwatch/pending-regs/297325-white-house-reviewing-rule-to-crack-down-on-puppy-mills�





� The ASPCA no longer performs dog licensing functions for the New York City.  Licensing is currently handled by DOHMH.
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