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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. So, we're

          3  here today with a few people, and I think we all

          4  feel a lot safer and more secure at this Stated

          5  Meeting than even we do on a regular basis. But we

          6  have a proclamation and a recognition today of

          7  someone who I have been told is the greatest

          8  football coach in the history of New York. And if we

          9  say it here, it must be a fact.

         10                 Who is a football from St. Francis

         11  Prep, a school which Council Member Gioia is an alum

         12  and which is Council Member Weprin's district. So,

         13  I'm going to turn it over to Council Member Gioia

         14  right now to tell us more about Coach O'Connor.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you very

         16  much, Speaker Christine Quinn.

         17                 I am thrilled to be here today with

         18  the championship of St. Francis Prep football team.

         19  You guys can give yourselves a round of applause.

         20                 With my St. Francis Prep classmates,

         21  Brian Kitelinger and NFL star Marco Battaglia. You

         22  guys are the cheering section. But most importantly,

         23  I am thrilled to be here today with truly the

         24  greatest coach in New York history and a mentor to

         25  me and that's Coach Vince O'Connor.
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          2                 Coach O'Connor, I told the boys

          3  earlier, I was never a particularly good football

          4  player, but the leadership that Coach O'Connor

          5  inspired me with, and the values and the lessons I

          6  learned playing football have served me well in my

          7  career as a lawyer, working in the White House and

          8  now serving my constituents in the City Council.

          9                 And Coach O'Connor, I know that I am

         10  just one of the thousands of young men who you

         11  inspired in your life and in your career.

         12                 Bobby Kennedy once said that whenever

         13  you stand up for an ideal, you send forth a tiny

         14  ripple of hope. When I look at the thousands and

         15  thousands of young men that you've coached at St.

         16  Francis, I know these are the ripples of hope you

         17  sent forth into the world. Some NFL stars to be

         18  sure, but also many doctors and lawyers and

         19  presidents of companies, maybe one day a president

         20  of the United States will be among the people you've

         21  coached. So, I want to thank you very much on behalf

         22  of all of them, and on behalf of a grateful City.

         23                 Thank you very much, Coach.

         24                 COACH O'CONNOR: You're most welcome.

         25  Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Would you like

          3  to say a few words?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Okay. On

          5  behalf of the 23rd District, I just want to state

          6  that St. Francis Prep is one of the most outstanding

          7  institutions in the City of New York, if not in the

          8  State and the country, and the students graduating

          9  from St. Francis Prep go on to every ivy-league

         10  school and all schools throughout the City,

         11  including CUNY, and I'm very proud to have Coach

         12  O'Connor here today. And as Council Member Gioia

         13  expressed his personal feelings about the Coach, I'm

         14  very proud to represent St. Francis Prep, and to

         15  have this championship football team in my district.

         16                 COACH O'CONNOR: Thank you very much.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: If the Clerk could now

         18  read the proclamation.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         20  of New York, Proclamation.

         21                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         22  New York is pleased and proud to honor Vincent

         23  O'Connor for his exceptional accomplishments; and

         24                 Whereas: Vincent O'Connor is in his

         25  53rd year as Varsity Football Coach at St. Francis
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          2  Prep High School in Fresh Meadows, Queens;

          3                 Whereas: Coach O'Connor has an

          4  outstanding record over the course of his career; He

          5  achieved his 300th career win while coaching the

          6  team to the Catholic High School Football League

          7  Championship - St. Francis' 17th title under his

          8  leadership; and

          9                 Whereas: Coach O'Connor's record is

         10  truly outstanding; high school football coach in New

         11  York State; Nine of his former players have gone on

         12  to careers in the National Football League;

         13  Countless more have continued to play on college

         14  teams and to become high school and college coaches

         15  themselves; and

         16                 Whereas: As a high school football

         17  coach, Coach O'Connor also serves as a mentor and

         18  role model for his student athletes; The lessons he

         19  teaches and principles he instills are applicable

         20  both on and off the field; He is responsible for

         21  teaching generations of young men the value of

         22  dedication, teamwork, and sportsmanship; and

         23                 Whereas: Coach O'Connor has received

         24  numerous awards and honors in recognition of his

         25  accomplishments; He has been recognized as Coach of
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          2  the Year 20 times; He was selected as the National

          3  High School Coach of the Year by the National High

          4  School Coaches Association in 1992; He was inducted

          5  into the Catholic High School Athletic Association

          6  Hall of Fame in 1983; and

          7                 Whereas: Coach O'Connor is a man of

          8  remarkable passion and energy whose record of

          9  accomplishment with the youth of our City is truly

         10  exemplary; now, therefore

         11                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         12  City of New York honors VINCENT O'CONNOR for his

         13  outstanding contributions to our City.

         14                 Signed this 15th day of February in

         15  the year Two Thousand and Six, Eric Gioia, Council

         16  Member, 26th District, Queens; David Weprin, Council

         17  Member, 23rd District, Queens; Christine Quinn,

         18  Speaker for the Entire Council.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: And now a few

         20  words from the coach.

         21                 COACH O'CONNOR: Thank you very much.

         22                 On behalf of the Administration of

         23  St. Francis Prep and all of our players, we

         24  certainly appreciate the great day that we're being

         25  fostered here by Congressman Gioia (sic). We
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          2  remember him as an excellent --

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Councilman.

          4  They're joking.

          5                 COACH O'CONNOR: Oh.

          6                 We certainly appreciate your kindness

          7  and appreciation for our players and we're

          8  privileged at St. Francis Prep to have one of our

          9  own be so successful and be so concerned about our

         10  young people. And we would like to make a

         11  presentation with one of the little helmets we have,

         12  we'd like to make a gift to, and I can see we're

         13  going to have to get a few more. I thank all of the

         14  people who are most kind to us today.

         15                 Again, thank you very much. We

         16  appreciate all you did for us. Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you very

         18  much.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         20                 All right, we're going to have the

         21  football team fall out now. Don't tackle anybody on

         22  the way out.

         23                 All right, next we're going to have a

         24  proclamation from Council Member Dennis Gallagher to

         25  Carl Berner.
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          2                 Let me now turn the microphone over

          3  to Dennis Gallagher, who has a terrific proclamation

          4  to a terrific New Yorker who has quite an

          5  accomplishment.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you,

          7  Madam Speaker.

          8                 Before you I bring today Carl Berner,

          9  who is a resident in my district. Carl is 104 years

         10  young. This is really quite an amazing man. At 104

         11  he fell and he broke his hip and that was the first

         12  time that he visited a doctor in his entire life.

         13                 Now, before that he was walking five

         14  miles a day, and he would volunteer cleaning off the

         15  overpass for the railroad. So, Carl went to

         16  rehabilitation, came back, he's now only up to two

         17  and a half miles a day, and he's back to cleaning up

         18  the railroad track where he takes all the garbage,

         19  puts it in bags and then carries it five blocks back

         20  to his home at 104 years of age.

         21                 He's joined today by his daughter

         22  Emily, and representatives of the Juniper Park Civic

         23  Association of which Carl is one of the founding

         24  members, including President Bob Holden and the Vice

         25  President Ed Camperman.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: And if the clerk could

          3  now read the proclamation.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council of the

          5  City of New York Proclamation.

          6                 The Council of the City of New York

          7  is pleased and proud to join friends and family in

          8  honoring Mr. Carl Berner who turned 104 years old on

          9  January 27, 2006;

         10                 Today, we come together to joyously

         11  celebrate the 104th birthday of Mr. Carl Berner, a

         12  man of remarkable strength, character and dignity

         13  who experienced nearly all that the 20th century had

         14  to offer and is still here to tell us his story; and

         15                 Carl Berner was born in Stuttgart,

         16  Germany and, after shuttling between France and

         17  Germany throughout his childhood, immigrated to the

         18  United States in 1928. Eight years later Mr. Berner

         19  met and married the love of his life, his late wife

         20  Margaret, and the couple's daughter Emily was born

         21  in 1943; and

         22                 After working for several years as a

         23  Night Building Superintendent at the legendary

         24  Chrysler Building, Mr. Berner ventured out on his

         25  own to start a toy-making business, eventually

                                                            12

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  become a renowned toy-maker whose toys have become

          3  collectors items; and

          4                 However, this is only part of Carl

          5  Berner's story. This feisty New Yorker has also been

          6  a tremendous benefactor to his Middle Village,

          7  Queens, community. After buying their first home in

          8  1938, Mr. Berner and his wife became members of the

          9  Eliot Avenue Civic Association, which was the

         10  precursor to the Juniper Park Civic Association; and

         11                 For 68 years, Carl Berner has been

         12  actively involved in the civic and community causes,

         13  and, despite breaking his hip in May of last year,

         14  Mr. Berner continues to do great good work within

         15  the community, cleaning up streets and contributing

         16  to the betterment of his neighborhood to the delight

         17  and amazement of all; and

         18                 In one-hundred and four years of

         19  living, Mr. Carl Berner has inspired others with his

         20  zest for life and his commitment to helping others;

         21  now, therefore

         22                 Be It Known, that the Council of the

         23  City of New York honors Mr. Carl Berner for his

         24  outstanding service to the City of New York.

         25                 Signed this 15th day of February in
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          2  the year Two Thousand and Six.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Okay, well, I just

          4  want to say, we should be honoring you just for your

          5  civic activities, but that you're doing them at 104

          6  is even a greater reason to honor you. You look

          7  great. I'd like to discuss your skincare with you

          8  later, because you look excellent, I need your tips.

          9  But he is unlike the rest of us and has chosen not

         10  to speak into the microphone, which is probably a

         11  further affirmation of what a great man that you

         12  are, and on behalf of the whole Council, I want to

         13  thank you for all of your service to the City and to

         14  the Borough of Queens.

         15                 MR. BERNER: Thank you.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: And wish you all the

         17  best.

         18                 If Council Member Vann can come up

         19  for a presentation.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

         21  Madam Speaker. Colleagues who want to join me, feel

         22  free.

         23                 As you know, at this tender age not

         24  too many things excite me anymore, but I'm excited

         25  this afternoon, however. And if S. Epatha Merkerson
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          2  could come forward? Ms. Merkerson. S. Epatha

          3  Merkerson.

          4                 Now, there is a proclamation that is

          5  going to be read, so I'm just going to mention a

          6  couple of things that I know are not in the

          7  proclamation that I think you would like to know.

          8                 For instance, we know that Epatha was

          9  born in Saginaw, Michigan, and grew up in Detroit,

         10  and she got her baccalaureate before she came to New

         11  York City to pursue her career.

         12                 Now, she found her creative niche in

         13  various Off Broadway and Regional Theater

         14  Productions, and I know she was a mainstay in NEC,

         15  because I was a big fan of Negro Ensemble. She had a

         16  feature role in a national tour For Colored Girls

         17  Who Have Considered Suicide When The Rainbow Is

         18  Enuf. And also the Musical The Dream Team, and, of

         19  course, many, many others.

         20                 One of the things I wanted to bring

         21  to your attention, that we don't really need to, but

         22  where she is most familiar to a lot of us television

         23  fans is the determined, yet dignified, Lieutenant

         24  Anita Vanburen on the long-running hit television

         25  series Law and Order.
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          2                 I see so much Law and Order, I can't

          3  tell what's current and what's not, and it don't

          4  really matter. It's all good.

          5                 MS. MERKERSON: As long as you see me.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: All right. I

          7  turn there because you're on there. I haven't said

          8  that.

          9                 One of the things that you really

         10  need to know, she recently starred as Rachel "Nanny"

         11  Crosby, a vibrant woman who runs a boarding house,

         12  in HBO's Lackawanna Blues, and for her critically

         13  acclaimed role there she won an Emmy Award, she won

         14  a Golden Globe Award, a Screen Actor's Guild Award.

         15  So, give a hand for all of the above.

         16                 Ms. Merkerson, all of us are very,

         17  very proud that you could find time to be here this

         18  morning, and it's our honor to be able to present

         19  this proclamation to you this afternoon.

         20                 MS. MERKERSON: Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Clerk. The clerk

         22  will read.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         24  New York Proclamation.

         25                 Whereas: The Council of the City of
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          2  New York is pleased and proud to honor the esteemed

          3  actress S. Epatha Merkerson and acknowledge her

          4  invaluable contributions to the City; and

          5                 Whereas: S. Epatha Merkerson was born

          6  in Saginaw, Michigan on November 28, 1952; and, she

          7  grew up in Detroit and graduated from Wayne State

          8  University, Michigan in 1975, earning a Bachelor's

          9  of Fine Arts in Theater before moving to New York

         10  City to pursue an acting career; and

         11                 Whereas: S. Epatha Merkerson

         12  gradually found her creative niche in various

         13  Off-Broadway and Regional Theater productions; and,

         14  she had a featured role in the national tour of For

         15  Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide/When The

         16  Rainbow is Enuf; and, she appeared in the Musical

         17  The Dream Team; and, in 1986, Ms. Merkerson earned

         18  her first television role as "Reba The Mail Lady" in

         19  the critically-acclaimed children's show Pee-Wee's

         20  Playhouse; and

         21                 Whereas: S. Epatha Merkerson played

         22  the role of Berenice in August Wilson's Pulitzer

         23  Prize-winning play The Piano Lesson, which resulted

         24  in her earning nominations for the Tony Award, Drama

         25  Desk Award, Helen Hayes Award and L.A. Theaters
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          2  Critics Award; and, she went on to critical acclaim

          3  in theater productions of I'm Not Stupid and The Old

          4  Settler; and Ms. Merkerson earned roles in feature

          5  films such as Jacob's Ladder, Terminator 2::

          6  Judgment Day, Radio and Jersey Girl, as well as

          7  numerous other television shows and films; and

          8                 Whereas: S. Epatha Merkerson is most

          9  familiar to television fans as the determined, yet

         10  dignified Lt. Anita Van Buren on the long-running

         11  hit television series Law & Order; and she recently

         12  starred as Rachel "Nanny" Crosby, a vibrant woman

         13  who runs a boarding house, in HBO's Lackawanna

         14  Blues, an adaptation of Ruben Santiago-Hudson's

         15  award-winning play; and Ms. Merkerson recently

         16  earned an Emmy Award, Golden Globe Award and Screen

         17  Actors Guild Award for this critically-acclaimed

         18  role; and

         19                 Whereas: S. Epatha Merkerson, a New

         20  York City resident, has also received numerous

         21  awards for her advocacy against smoking and for lung

         22  cancer research; and, she has become a source of

         23  inspiration and pride to the African-American

         24  community of New York City and fans across the

         25  world; and as Ms. Merkerson serves as a role model
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          2  to thousands of young women, her professional and

          3  personal achievements continue to underscore the

          4  importance of dignity, perseverance and dedication

          5  in realizing one's dreams; now, therefore

          6                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          7  City of New York honors S. Epatha Merkerson.

          8                 Signed this 15th day of February in

          9  the year Two Thousand and Six, Speaker Quinn,

         10  Speaker for the Entire Council; Yvette D. Clarke,

         11  Council Member, 40th District, Brooklyn; Albert Vann

         12  Council Member, 36th District, Brooklyn; Leroy

         13  Comrie, Deputy Majority Leader, Council Member 27th

         14  District, Queens.

         15                 MS. MERKERSON: So, I will speak,

         16  because when you give an actor -- put an actor in

         17  front of a mike, they have to say something.

         18                 You know, watching Mr. Berner up

         19  here, 104 years old, just put me in mind of my

         20  mother, who at 74 years old decided to go back to

         21  college and earn another degree, and so I think all

         22  I really want to say being up here is I'm really

         23  overwhelmed by this. All I ever wanted to be was a

         24  New Yorker. It's really the truth.

         25                 I came here as a very young girl from
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          2  Detroit, and I just knew that my destiny was in this

          3  City, and that you've honored me like this today is

          4  so overwhelming, I can't even tell you.

          5                 I have an amazing support group. My

          6  friend KiKi Shepard is here. Tasha Ferguson, who is

          7  not only my road dog, but my assistant. My oldest

          8  friend, dearest friend, Craig Dorfman, who is my

          9  manager. My friend Mary Polly, who keeps me in check

         10  and in line. And my friend Jillian Fox, who is new

         11  in my family, but she's my publicist. And I just

         12  want to say that this is probably, of all the awards

         13  that I've been given recently, this really means the

         14  most to me because now I'm really a New Yorker.

         15                 Thank you so much. Thank you.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: So we are all

         17  obviously very, very excited about you being here.

         18  And this is the second time we've met, once before

         19  you were a part of a very important effort, a drive

         20  to try to prevent New York City children from

         21  smoking. So, you are a New Yorker every day through

         22  and through. And in my capacity as the first female

         23  Speaker, we wanted to take a picture with the women

         24  Council members only. So, boys, get out of the way.

         25                 And then our final presentation,
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          2  we're going to move on to our next presentation by

          3  Council Member Comrie, Council Member Arroyo and the

          4  Bronx Delegation. And we are going to honor and

          5  recognize the Hostos Community College, Number 1

          6  Division, National Basketball Champions.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Can we have

          8  the young man come forward, and the Coach, Mr.

          9  Holford, can step up.

         10                 Members step up, because they're

         11  going to dwarf us in a minute. Bronx Delegation come

         12  on forward.

         13                 Do you want to speak on it? Oh, all

         14  right. Folks come forward.

         15                 We today, ladies and gentlemen, have

         16  the Division III champions for the National Junior

         17  College Association, Hostos Community College.

         18  Hostos. See, I'm from Queens, I was about to explain

         19  that, and turn it over to a Bronx member, but I

         20  actually have known the coach of the team for many

         21  years, because while this is his day job, Robert

         22  Holford does a lot of volunteer coaching and

         23  training of coaches in my district for years. We

         24  used to play together. I used to beat him at

         25  basketball. If you want to believe that, I got a
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          2  bridge to sell you. We won't go down that dark and

          3  dreary path, but Bob has been a person that's always

          4  been a great volunteer to youth programs and after

          5  school programs in my community, and so when he told

          6  me that his team won the national championship, the

          7  Junior College Division, I was impressed. And then

          8  when he told me that the team has only been in

          9  existence for just over three years, I was truly

         10  impressed that he's been able to put it together.

         11  You know, coaching basketball is an art form because

         12  you have to deal with young men from all around the

         13  City, bringing them together, molding them together

         14  in any level, but in junior college level,

         15  especially at a college that is not a sleep-in

         16  college, is really a noble feat to win a division

         17  championship.

         18                 So, I was proud to ask the Bronx

         19  Delegation who is here to support and acknowledge

         20  this wonderful opportunity and for these young men

         21  to be able to travel all across he country and play

         22  perennial champions, because they beat two perennial

         23  champions, I believe it was Minneapolis Community

         24  College and Joilet Community College, two

         25  traditional powerhouses to win the championship.
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          2                 So, let's give them a round of

          3  applause.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Thank you. To

          5  me, I'm especially happy to be here with these

          6  incredibly handsome young guys, and at my age, I get

          7  away with saying that.

          8                 They not only come from the school

          9  from my district, I'm an alum from Hostos Community

         10  College, and I think the fact that you gentlemen are

         11  here champions speaks a great deal to the fact that

         12  our City University system is producing incredible

         13  quality individuals, and I'm just so happy to be

         14  part of this, not only because they're in my

         15  district, but I feel they are part of my family.

         16                 So, congratulations, and now you set

         17  the bar quite high. You're going to have to come

         18  back here again next year.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes, thank you

         20  very much. First I want to thank Leroy Comrie, our

         21  Deputy Majority Leader, for recognizing great talent

         22  here. And I want to thank you, Coach, and I want to

         23  thank the entire team.

         24                 Right here in the City Council, you

         25  recall we gave $50,000 to Hostos Community College
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          2  about a year and a half ago, when we had our first

          3  annual tournament between the City Council and the

          4  State Assembly, in terms of a basketball tournament.

          5                 We lost two years in a row. I know

          6  what we have to do to win, and we have our ringers

          7  over here that's going to join us on the team.

          8                 So, it cost us $50,000, we're going

          9  to hire you to teach us how to play basketball,

         10  because, trust me, I got no jump shot, and we're

         11  going to have a good time.

         12                 Now, I really want to thank you all

         13  for your commitment to the school, to the game, to

         14  team work, and that's really what gets it done, so

         15  congratulations on all your hard work and all your

         16  success.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: If the clerk

         18  could call the roll -- I mean read the proclamation.

         19                 If the clerk could read the

         20  proclamation, please.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         22  of New York Proclamation.

         23                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         24  New York is proud and pleased to honor the Hostos

         25  Community College Division III Men's Basketball Team
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          2  for winning the NJCAA National Title; and

          3                 Whereas: After just three years of

          4  existence, the Hostos Community College Men's

          5  Basketball Team stunned the world of intercollegiate

          6  athletics by ending the 2004-2005 season with a

          7  national championship; and

          8                 Whereas: Under the dynamic leadership

          9  and tutelage of Head Coach and Athletic Director

         10  Robert Holford, Jr., the Hostos Caimans had a

         11  spectacular string of wins, which included defeating

         12  best two teams in the country - Minneapolis

         13  Community College, and Joliet Community College of

         14  Illinois; and

         15                 Whereas: In defeating Joilet

         16  Community College, the Hostos Caimans were thrust

         17  into CUNY's history books, becoming the first team

         18  to win a National Junior College title in CUNY

         19  history; and

         20                 Whereas: Today, we are immensely

         21  proud to honor the players, coaches and staff of the

         22  Hostos community College Men's Basketball Team, who

         23  exemplify the very best in sportsmanship, athletic

         24  excellence and teamwork. They have made our City

         25  proud and are worthy of the esteem of all New
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          2  Yorkers; now, therefore

          3  Be It Known: That the Council of the City of New

          4  York proudly honors the Hostos Community College

          5  Division III Men's Basketball Team on winning the

          6  NJCAA National Title.

          7                 Signed this 15th day of February in

          8  the year Two Thousand and Six. Christine Quinn,

          9  Speaker for the Entire Council; Leroy Comrie, Deputy

         10  Majority Leader and Council member; Joel Rivera,

         11  Majority Leader; Council Member Helen Foster;

         12  Council Member Maria Baez, Council member; Larry

         13  Seabrook, Council Member; James Vacca, Council

         14  Member; Maria del Carmen Arroyo, Council Member;

         15  Annabel Palma, Council Member; Oliver Koppell,

         16  Council Member; and Melissa Mark Viverito, Council

         17  Member.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And would

         19  like coach like to say a few words?

         20                 COACH HOLFORD: I want to thank Leroy

         21  Comrie, my Council District Leader. I would like to

         22  truly thank God for this opportunity, thank my

         23  family, thank these young men. It was truly a

         24  miracle trip. What makes it even more special is

         25  they performed in the classroom, our average GPA of
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          2  the team at that time last year was a 3.4. They did

          3  a great job in the classroom, they worked hard, and

          4  this is a great tribute and honor and something that

          5  hopefully they will cherish all their life.

          6                 I appreciate the opportunity that

          7  President Fernandez gave me, and I would really like

          8  to thank Dr. Ben Corpis who hired me and gave me an

          9  opportunity and believed in me, and really supported

         10  me throughout for us to be able to achieve this

         11  dream.

         12                 My mom is here in the back. I'm

         13  sorry, Coach did that. He doesn't have good hands.

         14  Mom, can you wave? My mom is there. And my mom is

         15  right there, and my dad, who will be turning 70,

         16  right here on March 17th, and all the people here,

         17  Zack, the Director of CUNY, and my area

         18  Councilwoman, I appreciate it.

         19                 So, God bless. Thank you all. And we

         20  play tonight. Oh, thank you. Boy, he would have got

         21  me in trouble, it was Valentine's Day, my lovely

         22  wife, my lovely wife, there she goes, and my sister,

         23  and my brothers, everyone. We play this evening in

         24  the CUNY semi-finals at Kings Borough. Hopefully

         25  we'll win and we'll be in the championship game on
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          2  Friday.

          3                 So, please keep us in your mind, keep

          4  us in your prayers and God bless everyone.

          5                 Thank you. And our good friend and

          6  partner who made this happen, Jose Givan from I Love

          7  Our Youth in Queens, and Hollis Biddy Su (phonetic),

          8  someone I know very dearly. Thank you.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         10  Congratulations and good luck in your remaining

         11  games.

         12                 And our final proclamation is going

         13  to be presented by Council Member Yvette Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         15  Madam Speaker.

         16                 My colleagues, I'd like to call Ms.

         17  Gwendolyn Quinn Alonzman, and is robin still here,

         18  Robin Rylan Saunders. And my colleagues, these two

         19  women are representative of the African-American

         20  Public Relations Collective.

         21                 Can we clap them, please. In the

         22  spirit of Black History Month. They are doing

         23  extraordinary things in our City, and I wanted to

         24  bring it to your attention.

         25                 Under the stewardship of Gwendolyn
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          2  Quinn, who is President of GQ Media and Public

          3  Relations in New York City, Ms. Quinn, who was the

          4  former vice President of publicity at Capital

          5  Records, and a senior director of publicity a Arista

          6  Records, as a current client roster that includes

          7  Aretha Franklin, Kirk Franklin, and in the past

          8  she's worked with Queen Latifah, Isley Brothers,

          9  Brian McKnight, and Whitney Houston.

         10                 A round of applause, please. That's

         11  not easy work.

         12                 But I think what is really

         13  significant about the collective that they have

         14  established, that under Ms. Quinn's leadership, they

         15  provide professional support and development for

         16  their peers in the communication industry, and

         17  through their work, their organization serves for

         18  future media, professionals of color, to help and

         19  nurture them in the City of New York.

         20                 Ladies and gentlemen, I present to

         21  you, my colleagues I present to you, Madam Speaker,

         22  I present to you, the African American Public

         23  Relations Collective.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: And if we could have

         25  the clerk read the Proclamation, please.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council of the

          3  City of New York, Proclamation.

          4                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          5  New York is pleased and proud to honor the African

          6  American Public Relations Collective and

          7  acknowledges their invaluable contributions to the

          8  City; and

          9                 Whereas: The African American Public

         10  Relations Collective is an assemblage of

         11  professionals who provide communication conduits

         12  among clients, journalists, media and the overall

         13  community; and, the organization came about to

         14  recognize the importance of building those same

         15  conduits amongst themselves; and

         16                 The African American Public Relations

         17  Collective provides professional development for

         18  their members by updating their skills, keeping pace

         19  with technology; refining & streamlining processes

         20  and providing a forum to tackle the issues that

         21  impact their work environment; and, the African

         22  American Public Relations Collective is focused on

         23  supporting the growth of their members in the global

         24  network of the communications industry; and

         25                 Whereas: The African American Public
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          2  relations Collective was founded in October, 2001 by

          3  Gwendolyn Quinn, who is president of GQ Media &

          4  Public Relations, a New York City-based full service

          5  publicity firm; and Ms. Quinn, the former

          6  vice-president of publicity at Capitol Records and

          7  senior director of publicity at Arista Records,

          8  current client roster includes Aretha Franklin and

          9  Kirk Franklin, while in the past she has worked with

         10  Queen Latifah, the Isley Brothers, Brian McKnight

         11  and Whitney Houston; and

         12                 Whereas: The African American Public

         13  Relations Collective, under the editorial direction

         14  of Gwendolyn Quinn, publishes the monthly

         15  e-publication "Global Communicator," which features

         16  the accomplishments of various African American

         17  journalists, public relations & media specialists

         18  and other communications professionals; and, through

         19  the organization's listserv, over 700 media

         20  professionals share event information, employment

         21  leads and career resources; and

         22                 Whereas: The African American Public

         23  Relations Collective, under the leadership of

         24  Gwendolyn Quinn, continues to provide professional

         25  support and development for their peers in the

                                                            31

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  communications industry; and through their work, the

          3  organization serves as an resource to future media

          4  professionals of color and helps to nurture the

          5  future of our City; now, therefore

          6                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          7  City of New York honors African American Public

          8  Relations Collective, signed this 15th day of

          9  February in the year Two Thousand and Six, Christine

         10  Quinn, Speaker for the Entire Council; Yvette

         11  Clarke, Council Member 40th District, Brooklyn;

         12  Albert Vann, Council Member, Brooklyn; Leroy Comrie,

         13  Deputy Majority Leader, Council Member, Queens.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         15                 Gwen, would you like to --

         16                 MS. QUINN: Thank you. Thank you,

         17  giving honor to God, who is the head of my life, and

         18  to Council Member Yvette Clarke and the New York

         19  City Council honorees and guests.

         20                 It is an honor to stand here in front

         21  of you to accept this beautiful proclamation on

         22  behalf of the African American Public Relations

         23  Collective and the Global Communicator.

         24                 As a public relations professional, I

         25  sort of organize and develop these type of events,
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          2  so it's really an honor to be appreciated and

          3  accepted and to be awarded with this honor.

          4                 In 2001, I started a Listserv of less

          5  than 50 African American public relations

          6  professionals, and within four years we have grown

          7  to over 700 in the United States and in Canada. So,

          8  this is, you know, really a pretty exciting time for

          9  us.

         10                 I had some notes, I didn't want to

         11  forget anything. I just want to say that we are

         12  really, really proud that we have initiated and

         13  developed this publication in behalf of the AACRP,

         14  and we are truly working very hard to build this

         15  organization to make the global organization in the

         16  community, and the communications community.

         17                 We ask for your continued support and

         18  prayers. And, again, I'm grateful to Council Member

         19  Yvette Clarke and the New York City Council, and

         20  Rance Huff (phonetic), I'd like to thank him, and

         21  Mrs. Clarke's staff for thinking of us in bestowing

         22  this glorious award and honor to the AAPRC.

         23                 And just one more special, I want to

         24  say something to Council Member Tish James, who is a

         25  member of my church, and who has always been very
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          2  supportive, and I just wanted to tell her, I thank

          3  here and I love her very much. Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          5  everyone. Thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: And that will start

          7  the Stated Meeting now.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Stated

          9  Meeting of February 15th, come to order, please.

         10                 All rise. Pledge of Allegiance.

         11                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark Viverito.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

                                                            36

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quoum,

         20  Ma'am.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The

         22  Invocation will be delivered by Rabbi Jonathan

         23  Glass.

         24                 All rise.

         25                 RABBI GLASS: Thank you, Madam Public
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          2  Advocate.

          3                 Men and women of the City Council,

          4  two days was Arbor Day in the Jewish Calendar. It

          5  signifies that time of year when trees in the land

          6  of the Bible begin to rejuvenate after a long

          7  winter. It is a time that pertains to humanity as

          8  well. As the verse reads, "Man is like the tree of

          9  the field. We, like the tree, sustain a small

         10  process of growth, until we bear the fruit of our

         11  maturity.

         12                 And as we witness how the seamingly

         13  lifeless and inert can spring back to life, we take

         14  hope that the same process can and will take place

         15  within the human soul."

         16                 Let the winter labors of this City

         17  Council bring forth a bountious springtime field.

         18  Amen.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Speaker.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. If I could

         21  ask my colleagues to please remain standing.

         22                 We sadly have to start today's

         23  meeting with moments of silence in recognition of

         24  five great New Yorkers and Americans who we lost

         25  since our last meeting.
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          2                 You might have noticed at our first

          3  couple Stated Meetings, we, thankfully, didn't have

          4  any members of the Armed Forces who were from New

          5  York City who were lost. Unfortunately, that is no

          6  longer the case.

          7                 On February 1st, 2006, Specialist

          8  Marlin A. Bistomonte of Verona, New York died in

          9  Bagdad when an improvised explosive device detonated

         10  near his Humm V. He was assigned to the Army's 1st

         11  Battalion, 502nd Infantry Regimen, 101st Airborne

         12  Division. He leaves behind his wife, twin

         13  two-year-old sons and very sadly, a month-old

         14  daughter.

         15                 Also, Specialist Sergio Mendez Saez,

         16  23, of Manhattan, died on February 5th, 2006, also

         17  in Bagdad, when his Humm V veered off the road and

         18  into a canal killing him. He was assigned to the 2nd

         19  Battalion, 502nd Infantry Regimen, 10st Airborne

         20  Division, as well. He leaves behind his wife, who is

         21  expecting their first child next month.

         22                 Also, on February 8th, 2006, the

         23  third Police Officer to pass away since we swore in

         24  the new City Council died. Police Officer Eric

         25  Hernandez, who had been a member of the 52nd Police
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          2  Precinct in the Bronx, and a star member of the

          3  NYPD's football team.

          4                 We also lost on February 4th, 2006,

          5  on her 85th birthday, the tremendous feminist Betty

          6  Friedan. And a friend to all of us in the City

          7  Council and a tremendous advocate for New York City

          8  school children, sadly Jill Chaifitz died on

          9  February 2nd, 2006, after a long and valiant battle

         10  with ovarian cancer.

         11                 Many of us know her from her work at

         12  Advocates for Children, where she would come in and

         13  meet with us, giving us terrific ideas and

         14  encouragement on how to make our schools better, and

         15  how to better serve school children. She was

         16  appointed by Speaker Miller to the Council's

         17  Commission on the Campaign for Fiscal Equity where

         18  our Chair, Council Member Jackson, could tell you

         19  she had perfect attendance, stayed through all the

         20  public hearings, was in that effort, as in every,

         21  singularly focused on helping school children.

         22                 She would often leave those hearings

         23  to go pick up her triplets. She sadly is survived by

         24  those triplets, by her husband, Daniel, and by her

         25  parents Marilyn and Malcolm. Tomorrow there is a
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          2  memorial at 9:30 at the meeting hall at the New York

          3  City Bar Association at 42 West 44th Street. I would

          4  encourage my colleagues to attend with me.

          5                 That said, if we could stand at a

          6  moment of silence for these five New Yorkers.

          7                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

         10  spread the invocation.

         11                 Council Member Felder.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I make a

         13  motion to spread the invocation in full upon the

         14  record.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 Adoption of Minutes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         19  Papers from the Mayor.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 61.

         21  Communication from the Mayor. Submitting the name of

         22  Eliott G. Sander for reappointment to the Taxi and

         23  Limousine Commission.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and

         25  Elections.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 62.

          3  Communication from the Mayor.

          4                 Preliminary Mayor's Management

          5  Report.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, ordered

          7  printed and filed.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          9  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 63 and M 64.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         12  and communications.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Housing and Buildings,

         14  63 and 64.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: No, it was my fault.

         17  Sorry.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         19  and Communications.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         22  Call-Ups.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         25  Communication from the Speaker.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes. I just want to

          3  note that attached to today's schedule is the

          4  upcoming Preliminary Budget hearings and the

          5  hearings on the Preliminary Mayor's Management

          6  Report. And also, let me start over, that attached

          7  to your agenda is the schedule of hearings on the

          8  Mayor's Preliminary Budget and also on the Mayor's

          9  Management Reports, so they begin on March 6 and I

         10  would ask my colleagues to take note of the

         11  Committee hearings both in the Committees you're on

         12  and in the other committees in which you have

         13  interest.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         15  of General Orders.

         16                 Council Member Fidler.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I want to speak to the Land Use item

         20  for the Sheepshead Bay downzoning that has

         21  thankfully made it to the floor of the Council today

         22  four years after we asked for it, and three and a

         23  half years too late.

         24                 Nonetheless, I certainly want to

         25  encourage my colleagues to vote aye on that matter.
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          2                 I just would like to point out,

          3  however, that if you take a walk through the streets

          4  of Sheepshead Bay, and try to remember the

          5  Sheepshead Bay of even four years ago, no less ten

          6  years ago, you will see a neighborhood that has been

          7  absolutely ravaged by developers, and what we have

          8  here today is a downzoning that affects literally

          9  309 homeowners in an entire community.

         10                 It's too little and it's too late,

         11  but it's all we got. And, so, I certainly want to

         12  see this done, but we need to look at the process by

         13  which City Planning decides how and when they are

         14  going to address neighborhoods that are being raked

         15  by developers.

         16                 I want to thank Melinda Katz, the

         17  Chairperson of our Land Use Committee, Tony Avella,

         18  Chairperson of the Subcommittee, the Brooklyn City

         19  Planning Office, and most importantly, the advocates

         20  in my community, at Sheepshead Bay, Plum Beach

         21  Civic, the Bay Improvement Group and Community Board

         22  15 for fighting to make this happen. I look forward

         23  to seeing it and just wish that maybe we could have

         24  gotten a little bit more of the neighborhood

         25  protected a little bit sooner, while there was still
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          2  a character of the neighborhood to protect.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Dickens.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 I'd like to just say a few words in

          8  relation to Land Use 19, which provides for over 50

          9  units of affordable housing. West Harlem Group

         10  Assistance was established more than 30 years ago to

         11  address the lack of decent affordable housing in

         12  Central and West Harlem. As a non-profit community

         13  development corporation, West Harlem Group has

         14  revitalized its catchment area through housing and

         15  economic development. It is a community-based

         16  organization, which has developed over 1,000 units

         17  of affordable housing, including 700 which are self

         18  managed by the organization, 179 of which function

         19  as emergency homeless housing, and 167 units which

         20  comprise senior citizen housing developments.

         21                 West Harlem Group Assistance has done

         22  an excellent job rehabilitating formerly City-owned

         23  buildings and selling them below market rate to low

         24  and moderate income purchasers. It gives me a great

         25  pleasure to support West Harlem Group Assistance,
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          2  Inc., in its endeavors. Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Vacca.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Yes, I rise to

          6  request the support of the Council today in

          7  approving Land Use Resolution dealing with the

          8  downzoning of Brush Avenue in my community.

          9                 The residents of Ferry Point have

         10  worked very hard with the community board, and with

         11  the City Planning Commission, to make sure that a

         12  plan was developed that would protect the

         13  residential characteristics of streets in this

         14  community.

         15                 Recently overdevelopment has

         16  absolutely been out of control there, and

         17  infrastructure has suffered as a result. The Ferry

         18  Point community is asking for action, and I think

         19  that the City Planning Commission in this case

         20  arrived at a good solution in conjunction with the

         21  residents that will well serve that community.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Koppell.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I want to
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          2  join my colleagues that have been speaking of

          3  downzonings to preserve the character of

          4  communities. Many of you are familiar with the Wood

          5  Lawn Community in the Bronx, which is both a little

          6  bit of small town Americana, and a little bit of

          7  suburban doubling combined, and if you go there

          8  you'll know exactly what I mean.

          9                 And preserving Wood Lawn as primarily

         10  a single and two-family home area will preserve the,

         11  as I said, that particular character of the

         12  community, which has been both a long-standing

         13  community in New York City but also a point of entry

         14  of countless thousands, I would say, if immigrants

         15  from Ireland who have made Woodlawn their principle

         16  destination when they came over from that island to

         17  the United States.

         18                 So, preserving Woodlawn I hope for

         19  many generations to come is a worthwhile endeavor. I

         20  want to thank the Land Use Committee for prompt

         21  action on this, recognize the City Planning

         22  Commission, as have my colleagues, for their

         23  sensitivity to the preservation of areas such as

         24  Woodlawn, and I hope that these items will pass with

         25  unanimous support of our colleagues.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I rise to speak today to urge my

          7  colleagues to vote yes on Land Use Nos 31, 36 and

          8  37. All are in support of rezoning changes in my

          9  district, to help protect us against the scourge of

         10  overdevelopment.

         11                 I would like to thank the Chair of

         12  the Land Use Committee, Melinda Katz, and her entire

         13  staff; Chair Tony Avella of the Zoning Subcommittee,

         14  and his entire staff, and indeed the entire Land Use

         15  staff for their help, and, of course, my own staff

         16  who worked tirelessly and many hours on this.

         17                 Together we've all worked very hard

         18  to help protect the character of our neighborhood,

         19  and maintain a safe beautiful area for people to

         20  settle and raise their families.

         21                 Again, I urge all of my colleagues to

         22  vote yes on Land Use Nos 31, 36 and 37. Thank you,

         23  all. Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         25  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

          4  Standing Committees.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          6  Committee on Finance.

          7                 Preconsidered LU 59 and companion

          8  Reso 111.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         10  orders.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         12  Committee on Land Use.

         13                 LU 19 and companion Reso 112.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 20 and

         17  companion Reso 113.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 21 and

         21  companion Reso 114.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 26 and

         25  companion Reso 115.

                                                            50

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 31 and

          5  companion Reso 116.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 33 and

          9  companion Reso 117.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 34 and

         13  companion Reso 118.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 34 and

         17  companion Reso 118.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 35 and

         21  companion Reso 119.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 36 and

         25  companion Reso 120.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 37 and

          5  companion Reso 121.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 38 and

          9  companion Reso 112.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 41 and

         13  companion Reso 113.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: 123, excuse me.

         17                 LU 42 and companion Reso 124.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 43 and

         21  companion Reso 125.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 44 and

         25  companion Reso 126.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 45 and

          4  companion Reso 127.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          6  Order.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 46 and

          8  companion Reso 128.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         10  Orders.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 58 and

         12  companion Reso 129.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         14  Orders.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         16  Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         18  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         20  Orders, and at this point I ask for a roll call on

         21  all items coupled on the General Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all,

         10  and I want to congratulate Council Member Koppell

         11  for the gorgeous literature that accompanies the

         12  change in zoning, but more particularly outlines the

         13  history of the neighborhood in his community and

         14  where he lives.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present. Aye

         20  on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all. And

         21  I'd like to be also marked present, please. Thank

         22  you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Aye on

         17  all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          4  all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here, and aye

         11  on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present. Yes,

         22  I vote aye to everything that was called.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye on all.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items of

         20  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         21  vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

         22  and zero abstentions.

         23                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

         25  to committees as indicated.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          3  of Resolutions.

          4                 Council Member Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 My colleagues, I rise this afternoon

          8  in order to ask all of you to stand with the

          9  children of New York City, the 1.1 million school

         10  children, in order to seek equity with respects to

         11  the amount of money it takes to receive an adequate

         12  education.

         13                 As you know, the Court of Appeals

         14  ruled on June 26th, 2003, in favor of the children

         15  of New York City. They gave the Governor and the

         16  State Legislature 14 months to come up with a plan,

         17  in order to provide the children of New York City

         18  enough money in order to receive an adequate

         19  education. And that was due July 30th, 2004. And the

         20  Governor and the Legislature as a body failed to

         21  act. And Justice Leland DeGrasse, the Supreme Court

         22  Judge in the case, appointed three referees in order

         23  to hear testimony and make recommendations to him.

         24  And after testimony and hearings on that particular

         25  matter they recommended a total of $23 million on
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          2  behalf of the children of New York City. And after a

          3  month of consideration, Justice Leland DeGrasse

          4  confirmed that recommendation into a court order.

          5                 The current court order is under

          6  appeal by Governor Pataki. This resolution calls on

          7  Governor Pataki to immediately withdraw the lawsuit

          8  and fund the CFE order.

          9                 As you know, Mayor Bloomberg in the

         10  five-year capital plan has cut out 21 schools that's

         11  going to eliminate thousands of seats for our

         12  children all throughout New York City, and he said

         13  in the press conference two days ago that he expects

         14  $6.5 billion to come from Albany, which is their

         15  share of the $13.1 billion. So, I ask all of you --

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  member, excuse me. The clock isn't working.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Oh, sorry.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So I let you

         20  go over a little because it's so important, what

         21  you're saying. However, the rest of you are on an

         22  honor system for one minute.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I'm so sorry,

         24  I was looking at the clock.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I know.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: But let me

          3  just finish.

          4                 I ask you to stand with me and stand

          5  with your Education Committee and the children of

          6  New York City.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member White. Where is he?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I'd like to

         11  vote aye on all coupled general orders.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13  Fifty. Total of 50. Thank you. No abstentions.

         14                 Okay, let's go to the voting on the

         15  resolution.

         16                 All those in favor?

         17                 Opposed?

         18                 Adopted.

         19                 General Discussion.

         20                 Council Member Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 I've introduced a resolution today

         24  requesting that the transportation security

         25  administration change their rules. After the attacks
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          2  of September 11th, all sharp objects were banned on

          3  flights in the United States.

          4                 However, in December, the

          5  Transportation Security Administration changed those

          6  rules.

          7                 Tools and sharp objects that I would

          8  not be able to bring into City Hall today are now

          9  allowed on airplanes. It actually slows up flights

         10  and slows up the wait time at metal detectors as the

         11  TSA workers have to stop and actually measure the

         12  blades of people trying to enter planes.

         13                 But in any case, this is at best a

         14  silly rule, at worst a reckless rule, and I ask that

         15  the Transportation Security Administration

         16  immediately change it.

         17                 Congressman Joe Crowley, Congress and

         18  Senators Clinton and Schumer in the Senate have

         19  introduced legislation mandating this, and I ask my

         20  colleagues, sign onto this resolution so our City

         21  can speak in one clear voice, and ask the

         22  Transportation Security Administration to not cut

         23  any corners and ensure the safety of all passengers

         24  in airplanes. Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I have, my colleagues, three

          6  resolutions submitted, and I'm asking you that you

          7  join me, first of all, in repudiating the remarks of

          8  a Hot 97 DJ Tarsha Nicole Jones. Many of you may be

          9  aware that during the Transit strike some voices

         10  were raised about concern over it. However, this DJ

         11  used this opportunity to really disparage Roger

         12  Toussaint, and by extension, disparaged entire

         13  communities around this City by calling him a "dumb

         14  coconut." And I think that we need to send a

         15  resounding message out that in this City of New

         16  York, we don't tolerate that kind of language. We

         17  don't tolerate the separating of ourselves based on

         18  ethnicity, or anything else, and if you didn't like

         19  what the man said, what he said is what you should

         20  address, not his ethnicity, not his racial

         21  background, and that just promotes hatred and

         22  bigotry.

         23                 So, I hope you will sign on in

         24  repudiating her remarks.

         25                 And, finally, two resolutions, my
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          2  colleagues. One, honoring the life and achievements

          3  of feminist author Betty Friedan. She passed away

          4  just recently, and we have to really attribute a lot

          5  of what we see, in terms of women's liberation, and

          6  the equality of women that we continue to struggle

          7  for. She was really a champion. Out there, really

          8  bringing the issues to light, and really empowering

          9  women in every substantive way. I hope you join me

         10  in honoring her life and achievements.

         11                 And finally, Lou Rawls passed away.

         12  I'm sure many of you are aware of that. Lou Rawls

         13  has been an icon for this entire nation. Not only

         14  his soulful voice and generations that he has

         15  entertained us all, but he was out there for the

         16  United Negro College Fund, helping every year,

         17  year-in and year-out to encourage people of color,

         18  black students, in particular, to go on to higher

         19  education.

         20                 Please sign onto these resolutions

         21  and show your support. Thank you.

         22                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I

                                                            64

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  want to mention two pieces of legislation.  We're

          3  introducing quite a few today, but no surprise to

          4  you, bed bugs. And I think that we have sent

          5  materials to every office because we are receiving

          6  many calls, not just from the public but from all of

          7  my colleagues. So, please pay attention to that and

          8  sign on the legislation, and look for hearings,

          9  because it's not a perfect bill, it needs input and

         10  we look forward to all suggestions.

         11                 Second, one of the resolutions is

         12  about community boards in conflict of interest, and

         13  I just wanted to clarify what we're doing.

         14                 The last session we introduced an

         15  intro resolution. This time we're doing just a

         16  resolution. The Intro was to ask Community Board

         17  members to fill out the large form that we do, with

         18  the understanding that what we really want is the

         19  State of New York to give us home rule, obviously

         20  not just on housing, but also on conflict of

         21  interest.

         22                 I believe that even as volunteers,

         23  and I was on my community board for ten years, we

         24  should sign at least a three-page, or some facsimile

         25  of conflict of interest form for both those who are
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          2  on school boards, CECs and also on community boards.

          3                 So, this resolution simply asks the

          4  state to give us the permission to do that, and

          5  we're working with the Mayor's Office and with our

          6  friends in Albany to try to introduce it there.

          7                 I know that the Conflicts of Interest

          8  Board here in New York does support this. So, just

          9  the resolution this time and not the full COI form

         10  for clarification. Thank you very much.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Jackson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 My colleagues, I rise today to talk

         16  to you about this plan here which is an amendment to

         17  the five-year capital plan that was issued by the

         18  Department of Education yesterday.

         19                 This is it here, the amendment. The

         20  Panel for Educational Policy will be voting on this

         21  amendment on Monday, February 27th at 6:00 p.m., at

         22  Edward R. Murrow High School in Brooklyn. And as you

         23  know, this has been a number one issue of discussion

         24  this past week, as far as the five-year capital

         25  plan. All you have to do is pick up any newspaper,
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          2  or turn on any radio station.

          3                 And many of you have expressed your

          4  anger and frustration that schools and projects in

          5  your districts are going to be cut out of this plan.

          6                 So, I'm urging all that can hear my

          7  voice, or that can see me on television, to come out

          8  Monday, February 27th at Edward R. Murrow High

          9  School, voice their opposition to the amendments to

         10  the five-year capital plan, and that we must demand

         11  that Albany fund their share of the CFE dollars, and

         12  that our children cannot wait any longer.

         13                 So, I encourage all of my colleagues

         14  to come out and give testimony next Monday at the

         15  PEP hearing at Edward R. Murrow High School.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Let me

         20  congratulate Council Member Jackson and Speaker

         21  Quinn in regards to their fight for getting more

         22  funding from Albany in the Campaign for Fiscal

         23  Equity.

         24                 If you look at the drop-out rate and

         25  the graduation rate, it's appalling. The graduation
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          2  rate, in fact, is only about 30 percent once you

          3  remove all the specialized schools from the formula.

          4  The graduation rate is only about 30 to 40 percent

          5  graduation on time. That's an appalling rate, and

          6  it's because again of our overcrowded situation in

          7  our schools, and our lack of funding for our public

          8  schools. So it's very critical that we go forward to

          9  get our fair share in Albany.

         10                 Let me also congratulate Council

         11  Member Foster on Resolution 63. There has been a 20

         12  percent increase in poverty over the last ten years.

         13  Our policies from the City Council to the Mayor of

         14  the City of New York is directly related to increase

         15  in poverty throughout the City of New York, and we

         16  really need to provide more funds for food banks and

         17  address the poverty that unfortunately continues to

         18  exist in the City of New York and is on the

         19  increase.

         20                 And lastly, let me bring to your

         21  attention Intro. 86. The Healthy Homes Act, which

         22  was introduced last year, which seeks to correct

         23  very serious C violations in some of our homes in

         24  the City of New York. It increases penalties for

         25  false statements, it mandates reinspections within
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          2  30 days, it increases penalty, it creates a private

          3  right of action to tenants, and so I would urge all

          4  of you to sign onto Intro. 86, the Healthy Homes

          5  Act. Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Mendez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I ask my colleagues who have not

         11  signed on already to please sign onto Intro. 118 and

         12  Reso 79. Reso 79 is asking the State to extend rent

         13  control laws and Intro. 118 is asking the City to

         14  extend rent stabilization laws.

         15                 We have a housing crisis in this

         16  City. The homelessness rate is the highest it's been

         17  in over a decade. We need to deal with this issue

         18  now, and I thank all my colleagues.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 Madam Public Advocate, I rise to

         24  speak on Reso 79 and Intro. 118, presented by

         25  Council Member Mendez.
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          2                 I want to commend her on these

          3  resolutions. As you know, we're sending a strong

          4  message. One, we're sending a message that we do

          5  have a crisis for affordable housing in the City of

          6  New York. It is no surprise to anyone in the City of

          7  New York.

          8                 And two, we're sending a strong

          9  message that this Council is taking a proactive in

         10  demanding that the Rent Stabilization Laws are

         11  extended in New York City.

         12                 These are strong messages that we're

         13  sending, that this Council is not standing by to

         14  lose our housing stock, and to protect those

         15  individuals that truly need affordable housing in

         16  communities that are on the verge of displacement.

         17                 This follows Resolution and Intro

         18  presented by our Speaker, where we're asking for

         19  true control of our rent laws here in the City of

         20  New York, and I encourage all of my colleagues to

         21  sign onto this two important pieces of legislation

         22  that really represent the future of the City of New

         23  York, because if we don't have shelters in our

         24  community that we could afford, I don't think many

         25  of us here are going to be representing those
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          2  communities.

          3                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Madam Public

          7  Advocate, thank you very much.

          8                 I really wanted to bring to your

          9  attention, I notice several resolutions that were

         10  introduced by Council Member Foster. I think it's

         11  almost 21 resolutions. I read through then rather

         12  quickly. And what I observed, this seems to be an

         13  agenda that we could use in the City Council for the

         14  next two, to three, or even four years. I'm sure the

         15  resolution, you know, the force that it has, but

         16  what she has done is she has indicated a number of

         17  issues that we need to address in this City, to

         18  bring some kind of equality and indeed some

         19  compassion to those who are downtrodden and have not

         20  received a fair deal. I suggest that we have an

         21  opportunity to really take a look at those

         22  resolutions, I think she has really captured what is

         23  wrong in our City and has proposed some

         24  recommendations about how we should go about getting

         25  with it.
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          2                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate. I wanted to bring my

          7  colleagues' attention to Intro. 51. We have to

          8  protect our seniors from evictions, and I've

          9  presented this resolution, this intro to go forward,

         10  so that any landlord that evicts a senior citizen,

         11  who paid their dues in this lifetime, would have to

         12  report that to HPD and also the Human Rights

         13  Commission, so that that eviction is done, if it

         14  should be done at all, it is done properly, and if

         15  it should not be done, they would have the

         16  protection of the City and we should support our

         17  senior citizens.

         18                 It was a crime what they did to our

         19  Sister Florence Rice in Harlem. Evicted her from her

         20  home, left it just in about horrendous condition. We

         21  have to protect our seniors.

         22                 And I also want to continue to urge

         23  the City Council and the City to support the Katrina

         24  families.

         25                 There are still families here in New
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          2  York City that have been disrespected by this City.

          3  They were treated horribly, by the Governor who did

          4  absolutely nothing. They're in hotels throughout the

          5  City, they were threatened with evictions. We were

          6  able to, with the help of Charlie King, running for

          7  Attorney General, and Pastor Hudson and Pastor

          8  Pullings, Reverend Sharpton and myself, to stop the

          9  eviction. So, we stopped them from putting our

         10  people out and causing another disaster, and we want

         11  you to continue to put pressure on FEMA. I have

         12  renamed the hurricane for the first time in history

         13  of the United States, the hurricane has a first name

         14  and a last name, and that's Hurricane FEMA Bush,

         15  because that's really what hurt our people, not

         16  Katrina.

         17                 And we want this City to support our

         18  people, to make sure they get the right to return,

         19  and I'm going to put a resolution forward in this

         20  City Council to get City Councils across the country

         21  to fight for the right of return of those that go

         22  back to their communities, to rebuild it, to be a

         23  part of the construction and the contracts in

         24  rebuilding, and have a decent home.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Sanders.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I want to draw your attention to

          7  Intro. 134 and Resolution 88. This intro and this

          8  resolution has to do with a subtle discrimination,

          9  and that is against the morbidly obese.

         10                 We have to ensure that there are

         11  wheelchairs that can take the morbidly obese to

         12  hospitals, that they are not forced to lay on the

         13  floor of ambulances to go to hospitals. And when

         14  they go to hospitals, we have to ensure that there

         15  are beds that can handle those who are termed

         16  "medically morbidly obese."

         17                 I also want to draw your attention to

         18  Intro. 135, which is basically Section 3. Section 3

         19  is a federal section which says that people who live

         20  in the Housing development should get jobs when the

         21  federal government puts money in there.

         22                 It is not happening. I am putting a

         23  City regulation law for that.

         24                 Intro. 136 also is very important. It

         25  has to do with affordable housing. Everyone knows
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          2  that the City is putting a lot of money into

          3  affordable housing, but notice this: there is no

          4  quantifying of what the percentage of the City's

          5  housing subsidies actually go to meet those most in

          6  need. So, we don't know if we're doing a great job

          7  or a horrible job. And it is absolutely horrible

          8  that the City does not quantify this and we're

          9  calling for it to do so.

         10                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         11  Advocate. I'll take my 15 seconds later at another

         12  moment.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Koppell.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I would like

         16  to draw my colleagues' attention to Resolution 75,

         17  which I'm introducing today to deal with what

         18  everybody concedes is the most, one of the most

         19  serious domestic problems that we face in New York

         20  State and around the country, and that is the

         21  absence of the availability of health insurance to

         22  countless millions of Americans.

         23                 This resolution calls on the Congress

         24  to act on House Resolution 676, which is the

         25  Conyer's Bill (phonetic), sponsored by several dozen
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          2  house members, including several Congress people

          3  from New York, quite a number, that calls for or

          4  provides for a national health insurance system in

          5  the United States.

          6                 It is an absolute disgrace that the

          7  United States is one of only one or two

          8  industrialized nations in the world that doesn't

          9  have a universal health care system.

         10                 It costs all of us. It certainly

         11  costs the State of New York. It also is impinging on

         12  the ability of our businesses to compete, both the

         13  General Motors and the Ford Motor Company are

         14  threatened literally with bankruptcy, in large part

         15  because of enormous health care expenses that they

         16  have to incur for their employees and retirees.

         17                 They would be enormously helped by a

         18  national health care system. Our economy would be

         19  helped by it, but most important, our families and

         20  our constituents would be helped by it.

         21                 The time has long since passed, when

         22  the United States should join England, France,

         23  Canada, and other industrialized nations and have a

         24  universal health care system, and the more that we

         25  cry out for this, the more the Congress and the
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          2  President will ultimately have to respond.

          3                 I urge you all to co-sponsor

          4  Resolution 75.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          8  Advocate, I join my colleagues in calling for the

          9  extension of rent stabilization throughout our City.

         10  We must keep in mind that it remains an imperative

         11  and fundamental responsibility of government to

         12  ensure the perpetuation and expansion of affordable

         13  housing for all New Yorkers who need and deserve it.

         14                 We must keep in mind that housing is

         15  different from any other product, for housing is

         16  built on land, and land is not created by us but

         17  given to us by our Creator, and therefore, it

         18  behooves us to ensure that we share it fairly and

         19  equitably with all New Yorkers, pursuing all

         20  vocations, at all income levels and that all young

         21  people have opportunities to become full-fledged New

         22  Yorkers.

         23                 I also want to join my colleague,

         24  Council Member Barron, in supporting Intro. 51,

         25  establishing procedures for the protection of
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          2  seniors facing eviction. That is the least we owe to

          3  our seniors.

          4                 We must keep in mind that the need

          5  for this is set up by the fact that many seniors, as

          6  well as many helpless New Yorkers, face eviction

          7  without the benefit of counsel, of legal counsel.

          8  Those who seek to evict them have the benefit of

          9  attorneys; those who face eviction often do not for

         10  lack of being able to afford it.

         11                 In criminal situations, where the

         12  penalties in many cases are far less severe than

         13  eviction from one's home, we guarantee the right to

         14  counsel, we must do so in cases of eviction. It is a

         15  fundamental legal principle that such a loss must

         16  only happen after full due process, and we know that

         17  requires access to attorneys. So, that must be put

         18  on the agenda of this Council, as it is supported by

         19  the cross section of the Bar.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  member.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: In the

         23  meantime, we must pass Intro. 51.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing
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          2  nobody else, the meeting of February 15th is

          3  adjourned.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 3:00 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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