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PROP. INT. NO. 537-A
By Council Members Liu, Brewer, Foster, Gentile, Gonzalez, Mealy, Nelson, Recchia Jr., Sanders Jr., Seabrook, Sears, Weprin, Gerson and Jackson.
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to requiring the Department of Transportation to provide online access to parking restriction information for each city block.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends chapter one of title 19 of the administrative code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-175.1.

INTRODUCTION


On November 28, 2007, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Prop. Int. No. 537-A, which would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-175.1.  This Committee held a joint hearing on Int. No. 537, the original version of this bill, with the Committee on Technology in Government on November 8, 2007.

BACKGROUND


In the 2008 New York City Technology Plan, entitled PlanIT, Mayor Michael Bloomberg and Commissioner Paul Cosgrave, Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications, emphasize the need to focus on improving City services through “accessible, transparent and accountable City government.”
  The core vision statement of PlanIT is to transform the way New York City interacts with residents, businesses, visitors, and employees by leveraging technology to improve services and increasing accessibility, transparency and accountability across all City agencies.
  

In accordance with PlanIT, there are currently several proposed City initiatives to streamline and improve City-related services through technology, such as Business Express and Enterprise Billing, Payment and Collections, which would make it easier for entrepreneurs to conduct business in New York City by using web-based tools to file paperwork,
 and a proposal to place 311 on the web, which would provide Internet tracking of 311 services and requests through www.nyc.gov.  

Prop. Int. No. 537-A would further PlanIT’s mission of enhancing accessibility, transparency and accountability by leveraging technology to improve DOT’s ability to keep the public informed about parking restrictions.  Although DOT has a large amount of information on its website which is intended to help improve its public services, it currently lacks information about parking restrictions.  Prop. Int. No. 537-A would thus address this situation by requiring an online information system containing parking restrictions searchable by each block in New York City.  
ANALYSIS


Section 1 of Prop. Int. No. 537-A would amend Title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-175.1, entitled “Publication of parking restrictions.”  Subdivision a of new section 19-195.1 would require the Commissioner of DOT (“Commissioner”) to provide information regarding parking restrictions implemented by DOT in the City on a website, searchable by each City block.


Subdivision b of new section 19.175.1 would require the Commissioner, at any time after DOT has completed the sign information system referred to in subdivision a, to update the website referred to in subdivision a as soon as practicable to display any new parking restrictions, whether permanent or for construction, whenever there is a change in parking restrictions that DOT establishes by using conventional signage, as defined as mounted metal signs.


Subdivision c of new section 19.175.1 would prohibit the charging of a fee for the use of either the current or a separately created website referred to in subdivision a which contains the parking restriction information required by the proposed law.


Subdivision d of new section 19.175.1 would direct the Commissioner to place a notice on the website referred to in subdivision a advising members of the public to check posted street signs for compliance with laws and rules.


Section 2 of Prop. Int. No. 537-A would provide that this bill would take effect on September 1, 2009.
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