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TITLE:


Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass 

and the Governor to enact S.3514 and A.7369 of 2009, which would authorize political subdivisions to award public competitively bid contracts to businesses that participate in programs designed to foster participation by small local businesses in public procurement at a cost premium not to exceed ten percent of the lowest bid.


On Thursday, June 25, 2009, the Committee on Contracts, chaired by Council Member Letitia James, will hold a hearing to consider Resolution 1977 (“Res. No. 1977”) which calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to enact S.3514 and A.7369 of 2009, which authorize political subdivisions to award public competitively bid contracts to businesses that participate in programs designed to foster participation by small local businesses in public procurement at a cost premium not to exceed ten percent of the lowest bid.  Those invited to testify include interested individuals and groups, such as business organizations, the local chambers of commerce and several business improvement districts.
BACKGROUND
Small businesses are the backbone of New York City’s economy.  It is estimated that more than 220,000 firms are considered to be small businesses.
 
Together, these businesses account for nearly half of the City’s private sector jobs.
  Though firms that employ about 100 persons are considered small businesses, 
 the vast majority (98 percent) of small businesses in New York State have fewer than 50 employees.
 
The current economic crisis facing the nation and the City is impacting the ability of small businesses to remain economically viable as they are suffering on two fronts.  First, because the economy as a whole is affected, consumer spending is dropping dramatically, thereby reducing the cash flow going in to small businesses.  Second, small businesses generally need access to credit to either start up, expand or simply keep afloat, but they are now unable to secure financing since the major financial institutions have either stopped or severely restricted their lending.  
The performance and success of small, local businesses are vital to the economic engine of the City.   One way that the City can help ailing small, local businesses is to increase the number of contracts for the procurement of goods and services it awards to them.  The City procured over $16 billion in fiscal year 2008
 and if a larger portion of that amount were directed to small, local businesses, it would help support their economic health and vitality.  Such support would likely lead to the employment of New York City residents and City neighborhoods remaining economically viable.  
New York City already has a program to foster participation of small local businesses in the procurement of certain public contracts.  The City, through the Department of Small Business Services (“SBS”), administers the Locally-Based Enterprise (LBE) Program, created by Local Law 49 of 1984, which is designed to assist qualifying New York construction firms to attain subcontracting opportunities on large scale city projects.  The LBE law requires that contracting agencies “seek to ensure” that ten percent of the total amount of contracts awarded for construction projects during each fiscal year is awarded to locally based enterprises.
  Furthermore, for construction contracts in which any portion will be subcontracted, agencies are instructed to require that not less than 10 percent of the total amount of the contract is awarded to LBEs.
  Businesses certified as LBEs: (1) must be in the building or construction business and must have received gross receipts in the last three or fewer tax years of $2 million or less for each year
 and (2) in the tax year preceding the date of application, either earned at least 25% of gross receipts from work performed on construction projects located in economic development areas
 or employed a work force of which at least 25% were economically disadvantaged persons.

Though Local Law 49 of 1984 sets forth participation goals for the qualifying categories of LBE participants, the goals are merely aspirational.  The goals are not quotas or set asides to which agencies would be legally required to adhere.  New York State General Municipal Law (“Gen. Mun. Law”) governs all contracts for public work in the City with expenditures of over $20,000, and all purchase contracts with expenditures greater than $10,000.  Specifically, Gen. Mun. Law §103 demands that qualifying contracts be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder.  This means that the City can only award a qualifying public contract to a firm that has submitted the lowest responsible bid and cannot institute any other program or rule that seeks to award contracts by any other means, unless legislation is enacted at the State level authorizing the City to do so.
RES. NO. 1773
 When an agency solicits bids for a qualifying contract, any LBE or small business that is not a registered LBE may submit bids.  Pursuant to Gen. Mun. Law §103, however, the City is required to award prime contracts to the lowest bidders.  The requirements of Gen. Mun. Law §103 therefore, constrain the City from developing a stronger program that might result in more contract awards to small local businesses.  

In order to develop a stronger program that would facilitate more participation from locally based small businesses in public procurement, a change in State law must be made first.  Legislation that would allow the City to give small, locally based firms a price preference could help increase the number of contracts awarded to them.  Res. No. 1977 calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to enact S.3514 and A.7369 of 2009, which authorize political subdivisions to award public competitively bid contracts to businesses that participate in programs designed to foster participation by small local businesses in public procurement at a cost premium not to exceed ten percent of the lowest bid.  The Committee is cognizant that the current LBE program must also be changed in order to increase the number of small businesses that can avail themselves of the preference if such legislation were to be enacted by the State.
New York State law already contemplates a similar price preference.  Gen. Mun. Law §104-a allows for a price preference for the purchase of recycled goods by political subdivisions in New York State.  Under this law, agencies of political subdivisions may purchase recycled products at a cost premium not to exceed ten percent of what a non-recycled product would cost or not to exceed 15% for products made with over 50% of secondary materials generated from the New York waste stream.  The Council seeks state legislation that mirrors Gen. Mun. Law §104-a, which would allow all municipalities in the state to give certified LBEs a small price preference when awarding qualifying contracts and would permit municipalities to award contracts to LBE firms that might not be the lowest responsible bidders, but that submitted competitive responses to requests for bids and proposals.   
Res. No. 1977
..Title

Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to enact S.3514 and A.7369 of 2009, which authorize political subdivisions to award public competitively bid contracts to businesses that participate in programs designed to foster participation by small local businesses in public procurement at a cost premium not to exceed ten percent of the lowest bid.

..Body

By Council Members Comrie, Seabrook, Dickens, Fidler, Gonzalez, Mealy, Reyna and Sanders Jr.

Whereas, According to the New York City Economic Development Corporation, there are over 220,000 small businesses in New York City, employing nearly half of all New Yorkers employed in the private sector; and

Whereas, According to the New York City Comptroller, the economic downturn could cause up to 165,000 New Yorkers to be laid off over the next two years in New York City; and

Whereas, New York City’s small businesses are the cornerstones of its neighborhoods; and

Whereas, The health of New York City’s economy depends on the health of its small businesses; and

Whereas, During these difficult economic times, small businesses are hardest hit, as it is particularly difficult for them to operate due to the decline of access to capital and credit; and

Whereas, New York City procures over $15 billion per year in goods and services; and

Whereas, New York State General Municipal Law section 103 requires that qualifying contracts be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder and prohibits the City from exercising any flexibility in the award of such contracts; and

Whereas, General Municipal law section 104-a currently allows political subdivisions to exercise a price preference when purchasing recycled products at a cost premium not to exceed ten percent of what a non-recycled product would cost; and


Whereas, Amending section 104-a of the General Municipal law in a similar way would allow New York City and other political subdivisions to give a small price preference, not to exceed ten percent of the lowest bid received, to small locally based businesses when awarding qualifying competitively bid contracts under $1 million in value; and


Whereas, In order for political subdivisions to exercise the price preference, each political subdivision would be required to establish a program designed to foster participation by small local businesses in public procurement in order to authenticate whether the businesses are small and locally based; and


Whereas, Senate bill S.3514 and Assembly bill A.7369 of 2009, would allow the City and other political subdivisions to give a price preference to small locally based businesses in order to ensure that millions of dollars are injected directly into local economies while supporting the health and vitality of those businesses; now, therefore, be it


Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to enact S.3514 and A.7369 of 2009, which authorize political subdivisions to award public competitively bid contracts to businesses that participate in programs designed to foster participation by small local businesses in public procurement at a cost premium not to exceed ten percent of the lowest bid.
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� Improving Access to Credit for Small Businesses in the Current Economic Climate: Hearing Before the Committee on Small Business, November 26, 2008 (statement by Joshua Winter, Vice President for Strategic Planning at the New York City Economic Development Corporation).


� Id.


� The State’s Economic Development Law defines small businesses as firms that employ 100 or fewer persons, are independently owned and operated and not dominant in their field.  New York State Economic Development Law § 131.


� Id. 


� Agency Procurement Indicators, Fiscal Year 2008, Mayor’s Office of Contracts Services, pg. 1.


� §6-108.1(b)


� 66 RCNY §11-04(a)(2).  However, if less than 10% of the contract price is subcontracted, such lesser percentage shall be so awarded.


� 66 RCNY 11-02.  For companies in business less than one tax year, they must have received gross receipts equal to or less than $2 million.


� §6-108.1(a)(6)(b)(i) and 66 RCNY 11-02.  An economic development area is defined as an area in the City designated as eligible for participation in the Community Development Block Grant of the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development.  §6-108.1(a)(4).


� §6-108.1(a)(6)(b)(i) and 66 RCNY 11-02.  
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