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Testimony: New York City Council Committee on Women and Gender Equity on  
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Good afternoon, my name is Gabriela Mejia. I'm the Movement Building and 
Communications Manager at Right To Be, (formerly Hollaback)!. I originally planned to 
deliver this testimony remotely via zoom, but due to the rescheduling from the snowstorm 
I’m submitting only the written version. Regardless, I’m thankful we can provide testimony 
in support of Int 0296-2026 and Res 0069-2026. These legislative actions address 
important issues affecting our communities, as New Yorkers and as an organization 
supporting folks who experience identity based harm. Founded in Brooklyn in 2005, Right 
To Be’s work addresses all forms of hate and harassment including harm that targets youth, 
women, trans, and gender expansive people.  

Today I’d like to offer support for the proposed legislative actions as my team and I believe  
they support communities that are being abandoned and targeted by the federal 
government programs.  As one of the leading organizations in the US tracking hate, we 
know that data collection around instances of violence and hate drive forward the work 
that stops this violence. Introduction 0296 by Council Member Farah N. Louis is a welcomed 
change of pace in how our city government prioritizes the care that victims of gender 
based violence experience from our city. Along with the compiling of the data listed in the 
summary, we encourage the review and a revisit to the NYC Street Harassment Survey 
Report of 2024. I also want to share our support for Resolution 0069 from Council Member 
Caban, as we believe the NYDOE is an essential actor in protecting and  counteracting the 
increasing harm directed at young trans New Yorkers. Recent federal pressure has already 
led to NYC institutions, like NYC Langone, to give in and abandon the health and care of 
trans youth in our city. Our city government must be vigilant and the forefront of the 
protection of marginalized communities, like trans youth and immigrant youth, who are 
facing targeting in all aspects of society. Targeting based on identity like this, leads to 
serious psychological, financial, and social impact for those targeted and their 
communities.  

Last year, we submitted testimony in support of New York City’s Transgender, Gender 
Non-confirming and NonBinary community, outlining the demands from the Trans and 
Queer Political Advocacy Coalition. We sounded the alarm on how our Mayor and our City 
Council must allocate funds that prioritize trans-led organizations and trans equity. We 

 

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=1386904&GUID=233B556B-7DD7-42CE-8CE9-6097AAAB7AE8&Options=info%7C&Search=
https://a860-gpp.nyc.gov/concern/file_sets/q524js388
https://a860-gpp.nyc.gov/concern/file_sets/q524js388


 
30 3RD AVENUE #800B, 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ BROOKLYN, NY, 11217 

 

continue to monitor resolutions that in any way prioritize the support towards trans and 
queer youth, their care providers, and victims of gender-based violence.  

We know that to support trans youth we need all individuals in our communities to show up 
every day, and we are currently providing free and virtual Bystander Intervention for Youth: 
How to Show Up for Others training on March 3rd. I encourage every person in this call and 
in this room to take that or any other of our free virtual 1-hour trainings, as each person 
trained can create a domino effect of accountability and culture change.  

We must not let a culture of cruelty and dehumanization infiltrate our city’s institutions, our 
health services, our community spaces, and even our classrooms.  

We cannot grow complacent on our methods of addressing harm towards people based on 
gender bias. That is why we call on the city council members proposing these initiatives to 
revisit the recommendations and demands New Yorkers already identified as needed in the 
2024 Street Harassment Survey: “Most individuals who experienced street harassment 
would like someone to intervene or help if they witnessed someone being street harassed: 
54% (1,151 of 2,116) of respondents wanted someone nearby to intervene or help if they 
witnessed them being harassed. Thirty-eight percent (38% or 797 of 2,116) wanted police 
intervention.”... “Public awareness campaigns and bystander trainings were identified as the 
most useful community interventions. Respondents wanted community-based 
interventions that raise awareness of the prevalence of street harassment and provide the 
community with tools to intervene when street harassment occurs. 54% (1,091 of 2,004) of 
respondents would like to see public awareness campaigns or events. Similarly, 46% (916 of 
2,004) of respondents want information about street harassment prevention and response 
distributed at busy locations.” 

We have 20 years of experience connecting with individuals across NYC and the world who 
experience identity based hate and harm, and we are ready to support the efforts brought 
forward by the city’s council members today. Please do not hesitate to reach out to me. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today, and for your commitment to making New 
York City a great safe city for all New Yorkers. 

Background On Right To Be And Our Work: 

At Right To Be, our work focuses on turning the care we have for each other into simple, 
creative, effective action.  Every day, we train hundreds of people to respond to, intervene 
in, and heal from hate & harassment. We hold space for people experiencing hate & 
harassment to share their stories for affirmation and support. And we prepare new leaders 
to create workplaces, schools and communities around our city and around the world that 
are filled with humanity. 

  1hello@righttobe.org​        1​ ​ +1 347 889 5510​  a​ ​ www.righttobe.org 
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Our support for marginalized communities starts in New York, but also extends 
country-wide, and with partners like  Advocates for Trans Equality (formerly NCTE), and the 
Pride Center San Antonio, we’ve adapted our training and approach to address the specific 
experiences of Trans and LGBTQIA+ people. Our training works to empower anyone and 
everyone to take safe and effective action; 98% of people who take our training say that 
there is at least one thing they think they could do and 6 months later 78% say they have 
used the training in their day to day. 
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