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Robert Newman, Legislative Director
COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

Hon. Melissa Mark-Viverito, Chairperson

April 4, 2012

INT. NO. 689:

By Council Members Koppell, Foster, James, Mendez and Rose


TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the replacement of trees

unlawfully removed from a Special Natural Area District.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends item 4.1 of section 28-201.2.2 of the administrative code.

INTRODUCTION


On April 4, 2012, the Committee on Parks and Recreation, chaired by Council Member Melissa Mark-Viverito, will hold a hearing to consider Int. No. 689, a “Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the replacement of trees unlawfully removed from a Special Natural Area District.” Invited to testify are, among others, representatives from the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), Department of Buildings (DOB) and interested advocacy and community organizations.

BACKGROUND


Int. No. 689 would require that any person or entity who removes or damages a tree from a Special Natural Area District (SNAD), replace the removed or damaged tree.  SNADs were created in 1975 and are set forth in Article X, Chapter 5 of New York City’s Zoning Resolution, as locations of such natural beauty and importance that they require special zoning and development restrictions. For example, new developments in SNADs require either City Planning Commission authorization or a special permit and their natural features are protected by limiting topographical modifications, preserving tree, plant and marine life, preserving natural water courses and by encouraging clustered development.
 SNADs are located and mapped by the Zoning Resolution in Community Districts 1 and 2 of Staten Island, Community District 8 of the Bronx, and Community District 7 of Queens.

In 2009, the Council passed Local Law 32 of 2009, which designated the damage or removal of trees within a zoned SNAD as a major violation under the Building Code. Additionally, Local Law 32 mandated a mandatory minimum fine for a tree removal of seven hundred fifty dollars.  
DISCUSSION of INT. NO 689

Section one of Int. No. 689 would amend item 4.1 of section 28-201.2.2 of the administrative code and provide that any such trees damaged or removed in a SNAD must be replaced by the person who removed such tree as directed by DOB.  Additionally, section one provides that DOB shall consult with DPR to determine the type and size of the replacement tree. Finally, Int. No. 689 would require that if the person who removed the tree fails to replace the tree within thirty days after being directed to do so by DOB, additional civil penalties may be imposed against such person, which would be determined by DOB, in consultation with DPR.

Section two of Int. No. 689 would provide that the bill take effect ninety days after its enactment, except that DOB would promulgate such rules as may be necessary to implement the provisions of the bill prior to its date of enactment.

� City Planning Commission website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/html/snad/index.shtml" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/html/snad/index.shtml�. 


� Id.
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