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PRECONSIDERED INT. NO. 522                      
By: Council Members Liu, Gonzalez, Reyna and Sears

TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to liability insurance for injuries caused by unsafe conditions on sidewalks and payments for uncompensated medical expenses in connection with such injuries.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends chapter 2 of title 7 by adding  new sections 7-211 and 7-212.


On June 27, 2003, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Preconsidered Int. No. 522  which would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding new sections 7-211 and 7-212 to chapter 2 of title 7. 

Section one of Preconsidered Int. No. 522 adds a new section 7-211 to the Administrative Code of the City of New York to require owners of real property who are subject to liability for injuries to people or property resulting from a defective sidewalk abutting their property (other than the City, certain other governmental entities, and state or federal instrumentalities) to have insurance coverage for personal injury and property damage. The City would not be liable for the failure of an owner to maintain such insurance.

Section of Preconsidered Int. No. 522 adds a new section 7-212 to the Administrative Code of the City of New York that establishes a procedure by which certain persons who are injured as a result of a damaged sidewalk may receive compensation from the City for uncompensated medical expenses. Where an injured person has obtained a judgment against the owner of the property that abuts the damaged sidewalk, that judgment remains unsatisfied for one year after entry of the judgment in the county where the property is located, and the property owner has no liability insurance coverage and no assets adequate to satisfy the judgment, the injured person may submit a petition to the Comptroller for payment under this section. As noted earlier, this payment would be to compensate the injured person for uncompensated medical benefits and may be for as much as $50,000. 

Prior to payment of this benefit, the injured person is required to assign the judgment to the City but if the City collects on the judgment, anything beyond the Comptroller’s payment and City expenses in enforcing the judgment, would be turned over to the injured person. No payment would be permitted if the injured person committed fraud or was in collusion with a defendant. 

The Comptroller is required to promulgate rules establishing procedures for this process and as needed to implement this section.

This local law would take effect sixty days after its enactment and applies to accidents that occur after that date.    

Update:

The Committee on Transportation approved Preconsidered Int. No. 522 on June 27, 2003 by a vote of eight in the affirmative, none in the negative and no abstentions.
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