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..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the unauthorized operation of a recording device in a motion picture theater. 

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1.  Chapter 5 of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended by adding a new subchapter 16, to read as follows: 

SUBCHAPTER 16

Unauthorized recording in a motion picture theater 

§20—807  Definitions.  Whenever used in this subchapter, the following terms shall mean:

a.  “Recording device” means a photographic or video camera, or any audio or video device, used to record sound, picture, or both.

b.  “Motion picture theater” means any theater or auditorium in which a motion picture is publicly exhibited.

c.  “Unauthorized use” means conducted without written authority or permission from the operator of a motion picture theater.

§20—808  Unauthorized operation of a recording device in a motion picture theater prohibited.  No person may cause or permit another to cause the unauthorized operation of a recording device in a motion picture theater.  

§20—809  Penalties.  Any person who violates the provisions of this subchapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor which, upon a first conviction, shall be punishable by a term of imprisonment not to exceed six months, by a fine of not less than one thousand dollars nor more than five thousand dollars, or both such fine and imprisonment, and be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed five thousand dollars.  Any person who violates the provisions of this subchapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor which, and upon a second and any subsequent conviction occurring within six months of a first conviction, shall be punishable by a term of imprisonment not to exceed one year, by a fine of not less than five thousand dollars nor more than ten thousand dollars, or both such fine and imprisonment, and be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed ten thousand dollars.  Such penalty shall be in addition to any other penalties or sanctions that may be imposed, and such penalties shall not limit or preclude any cause of action available to any person or entity injured or aggrieved by such action.

§3.  This local law shall take effect thirty days after its enactment provided, however, that the department of consumer affairs may take any actions necessary prior to such effective date for the implementation of this local law including, but not limited to, the adoption of any necessary rules.
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