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 2          COUNCIL MEMBER ANTHONY AVELLA, CHAIRPERSON, 

 3          SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING AND FRANCHISES:  Good morning.  

 4          If everyone can get settled, we can begin.  I call the 

 5          meeting of the Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises to 

 6          order. 

 7                    I'm joined this morning by my colleagues, 

 8          Council Members Christine Quinn, Mike McMahon, Eric 

 9          Goia and Melinda Katz. 

10                    There is only one item on the Agenda, it is a 

11          petition concerning Sushi Mambo, Inc., to establish, 

12          maintain and operate an unenclosed sidewalk cafe 

13          located at 255 Bleeker Street, Land Use Number 60, 

14          20045365 TCM.  We have one person signed up to speak.  

15          I assume you're representing the applicant, Sharon 

16          Sullivan?  

17                    MS. SHARON SULLIVAN:  I'm Sharon Sullivan, 

18          representing the Central Village Block Association in 

19          opposition. 

20                    COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Is there anyone here 

21          representing the applicant?                                

22          (No Response).

23                    Miss Sullivan, please go ahead.

24                    MS. SULLIVAN:  Good morning.  I would like to 

25          thank the Committee Members for the opportunity to 
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 2          testify before you.

 3                    The Central Village Block Association is the 

 4          area if you can picture the Village between 6th and 7th 

 5          Avenues between Bleeker and West 4th Street, and then 

 6          again, we ask you to envision the Village.

 7                    We have extremely narrow streets and very 

 8          narrow sidewalks, and Sushi Mambo, is asking for a 

 9          sidewalk cafe on Bleeker Street, with sidewalks 

10          measuring 8 feet and 6 inches from the lot line to the 

11          end of this street. 

12                    The reason why we are asking this to be 

13          denied is because on the weekends, we are inundated 

14          with tourists, and Bleeker Street is a major cross 

15          street in the West Village.

16                    We have one sidewalk cafe which is already on 

17          the block, and even before we came here, the community 

18          people had  to walk around it in the middle of traffic.  

19          There are also  trees at the curb, and on Cornelia 

20          Street the lot line is 6.  There is no space.

21                    So we are asking particularly, that you be 

22          sensitive to the area in which the sidewalk cafes are; 

23          these very little tiny places. 

24                    So, that's our main concern and just before 

25          the Committee, we asked the Committee to please support 
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 2          the Community Board's recommendation.  We have more 

 3          business members on our Committee than we do 

 4          representatives, so we ask you to keep all this in mind 

 5          when you're voting on this item.  Thank you. 

 6                    COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Wait a second Ms. 

 7          Sullivan.  Any questions from the Committee Members?  I 

 8          believe this project is located in Council Member 

 9          Quinn's district. 

10                    COUNCIL MEMBER CHRISTINE QUINN:  I would like 

11          to thank you for being here, and I just want to say in 

12          addition to what you testified to about the sidewalk 

13          there being very narrow. 

14                    And I just want the community to know that 

15          our staff member, Peter Janosik, went out and measured 

16          the sidewalk cafe there, and it does not really meet 

17          the width that's required.  Someone gave inaccurate 

18          information, and it's just not wide enough. 

19                    There also have been a number of problems 

20          with this site, and it has received violations from the  

21          Department of Buildings.  It really doesn't fit into 

22          the neighborhood.  Thank you. 

23                    COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Is the applicant 

24          here?  Anybody representing the applicant?                          

25          (No Response). 

                                                                  5

 1                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              ó

 2                    I understand from Peter, that in fact what 

 3          you mentioned about the relationship of the project, is 

 4          that the applicant for the application, also 

 5          self-certified it for the purpose of (Inaudible) and 

 6          I'm going to ask EDC to take a look into this.   

 7                    COUNCIL MEMBER MICHAEL McMAHON:  Mr. 

 8          Chairman, I have a bill that abolishes certain 

 9          self-certification because when you find something like 

10          that going on, there is very little time to do anything 

11          about it. I just wanted to bring that to your 

12          attention.

13                    COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Thank you.  If there 

14          is nobody else signed up to speak on this item, I would 

15          close the public hearing on this. 

16                    COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Mr. Chairman, before 

17          you proceed, I would like to make a motion to 

18          disapprove this item.   So voting yes in effect 

19          disapproves the application.

20                    COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Thank you, Council 

21          Member Quinn.  On the motion to disapprove the item, 

22          the Clerk will now call the Roll.

23                    THE CLERK:  Avella?

24                    COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Aye.

25                    THE CLERK:  Quinn?
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 2                    COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  I very much want to 

 3          thank the Land Use staff, including Peter Janosik, for 

 4          all of his very hard work on this, going down there and 

 5          double-checking everything, and I also want to thank 

 6          Chairperson Tony Avella, and I vote aye to disapprove.

 7                    THE CLERK:  Goia?

 8                    COUNCIL MEMBER ERIC GOIA:  Aye.

 9                    THE CLERK:  Katz?

10                    COUNCIL MEMBER MELINDA KATZ:  Aye.

11                    THE CLERK:  McMahon?

12                    COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON:  Aye to disapprove.

13                    THE CLERK:  By a vote of five in the 

14          affirmative, none in the negative and no abstentions, 

15          the aforementioned item is approved.

16                    COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  This closes the 

17          fastest meeting ever, that we have been around.  The 

18          hearing is closed.                                                   

19          (Time Noted:  9:39 A.M.) 

20          

21          

22          

23          

24          

25          
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 2                          C E R T I F I C A T E

 3          

 4          

            STATE OF NEW YORK  )

 5                             )

            COUNTY OF NEW YORK )

 6                    .

 7                    I, MICHAEL S. IEN, a Notary Public within and 

 8          for the State of New York, do hereby certify:

 9                    That I reported the proceedings of the within 

10          entitled matter, and that the within transcript is a 

11          true record of said proceedings.

12                    I further certify that I am not related to 

13          any of the parties to this action by blood or marriage, 

14          and that I am in no way interested in the outcome of 

15          this matter.

16                    IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

17          hand this 17th day of December, 2004.
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20          

21                                                                

22                                         MICHAEL S. IEN
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