Int. No. 1225
By Council Members Torres, Menchaca, Cohen, Richards, Chin, Rosenthal, Cabrera, Dromm, Koslowitz, Salamanca, Constantinides, Johnson, Garodnick, Van Bramer, Levin, Rose and Mendez
..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the department of health and mental hygiene to develop a plan for serving the mental health needs of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning people
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Subdivision b of section 556 of the New York city charter is amended to read as follows:
b. Review of public health services and general public health planning. (1) Develop and submit to the mayor and council a program for the delivery of services for the mentally disabled, including construction and operation of facilities;

(2) determine the needs of the mentally disabled in the city, which determination shall include the review and evaluation of all mental hygiene services and facilities within the department's jurisdiction;

(3) engage in short-range, intermediate-range and long-range mental hygiene planning that reflects the entire array of city needs in the areas of mental health, mental retardation and developmental disabilities and alcoholism and substance abuse services within the department's jurisdiction;

(4) implement and administer an inclusive citywide planning process for the delivery of services for people with mental disabilities; and design and incorporate within that planning process, consistent with applicable law, standards and procedures for community participation and communication with the commissioner at the borough and local community level;

(5) establish coordination and cooperation among all providers of services for the mentally disabled, coordinate the department's program with the program of the state department of mental hygiene so that there is a continuity of care among all providers of services, and seek to cooperate by mutual agreement with the state department of mental hygiene and its representatives and with institutions in such department and their representatives in pre-admission screening and in post-hospital care of persons suffering from mental disability; 
(6) receive and expend funds made available for the purposes of providing mental health, mental retardation and developmental disability and alcoholism and substance abuse related services;

(7) administer, within the division of mental hygiene, the unit responsible for early intervention services pursuant to the public health law; [and]
(8) in consultation with not-for-profit organizations with expertise in providing social and mental health services to the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning (LGBTQ) population, develop and submit to the mayor and council by January 1, 2017, a culturally competent plan for serving the mental health needs of such population, including the needs of LGBTQ youth up to age 24 and elders over age 65, addressing issues including, but not limited to, bullying, coming out, depression, homelessness, homophobia and transphobia, intimate partner violence, prevention of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases, substance abuse, suicide prevention, trauma and building supportive communities through peer networks and biological and chosen families; and 
(9) in accordance with section five hundred fifty-five of this chapter, determine the public health needs of the city and prepare plans and programs addressing such needs.


§ 2. This local law shall take effect ninety days following enactment.
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