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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Good morning,

          3  everyone. I'd like to call this meeting on the

          4  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises to order.

          5                 Joining me are Committee members Joe

          6  Rivera, Simcha Felder, Robert Jackson, Melinda Katz,

          7  Larry Seabrook, Helen Sears.

          8                 We have one item on the agenda

          9  C050037 ZMQ, an application submitted by Kopang, for

         10  an amendment of the zoning map establishing within

         11  an existing R6B District, a C2-4 district, bounded

         12  by Corona Avenue and other streets. It lies within

         13  Queens Community Board 4 in Council Member Hiram

         14  Monserrate's district.

         15                 We do have a representative of the

         16  applicant here, Patrick Jones. Pat, please come up

         17  and make the presentation.

         18                 MR. JONES: Good morning. I'm Pat

         19  Jones, appearing for the applicant. As was

         20  described, this is an application to add a C2

         21  overlay district to an existing R6B district at the

         22  corner of Junction Boulevard, Corona Avenue and 50th

         23  Avenue.

         24                 This application is brought by an

         25  owner of a property on which property there have
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          2  been commercial uses since the 1920s.

          3                 This map amendment would allow that

          4  owner to apply for a certificate of occupancy and

          5  upon obtaining a certificate of occupancy, this

          6  would facilitate the obtaining of standard bank

          7  financing for the owner and we believe would also

          8  enable the owner to attract a more stable and better

          9  quality tenant.

         10                 The application received recommended

         11  approvals of both the community board and the

         12  Borough President, and has been recommended, or

         13  voted for approval by the City Planning Commission.

         14                 There is a split, however, between

         15  the community board and Borough President with the

         16  City Planning Commission along the line of where the

         17  district line should be. The community board and the

         18  Borough President have recommended that the line be

         19  drawn so that two residential properties are

         20  excluded from the map amendment, whereas City

         21  Planning has recommended that the line be drawn 100

         22  feet parallel to Junction Boulevard, in which case

         23  it would include those two residential properties.

         24                 In a nutshell, that's the

         25  application.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Questions from

          3  Committee members?

          4                 I have spoken to Council Member Hiram

          5  Monserrate. He is in support of the application, and

          6  we did have a discussion about modifying the

          7  application to remove these two residential

          8  properties, and he will support the modification.

          9                 In my opinion, and I know Council

         10  Member Helen Sears wants to speak about this as

         11  well, is although City Planning does like straight

         12  lines, on occasion we do make some changes, and in

         13  this respect, given the fact that the community

         14  board and the Borough President have both made this

         15  recommendation, and it is a very simple matter to

         16  modify it, I think we should approve what the

         17  community wants.

         18                 Council Member Helen Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you.

         20                 I just wanted to know, can you -- it

         21  wasn't quite understood by the Community Board why

         22  those two areas were excluded. If you could explain

         23  why in the resolutions that they were left out? What

         24  was the logic behind leaving them out? Left in,

         25  rather.
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          2                 MR. JONES: Explain City Planning's

          3  logic?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes. Or yours.

          5                 MR. JONES: Well, our objective was

          6  solely to obtain the map amendment for our property,

          7  so when we approached City planning with this

          8  objective, City Planning directed us to apply, as is

          9  the standard practice, for a district that is 100

         10  feet deep. Our property is only 60 feet deep, so it

         11  included additional properties.

         12                 We did what we were directed to do

         13  with really no preference in mind as to where the

         14  line would be, so long as it covered the applicant's

         15  property.

         16                 The change that the Borough President

         17  and community board are suggesting would have no

         18  effect upon the applicant's interest and it's fine

         19  with the applicant.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Then I would

         21  certainly support the amendment to that, because

         22  it's not going to hurt what they wish to do. All

         23  right, thank you very much.

         24                 MR. JONES: Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Any other
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          2  questions from Committee members?

          3                 Thank you, Pat.

          4                 MR. JONES: Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I see no one

          6  signed up to speak on this item. I will close the

          7  public hearing.

          8                 I will ask Counsel to call the vote.

          9  The Chair makes the recommendation that the

         10  application be approved -- I should say be modified,

         11  taking out Lot 36 and Lot 38 from the application.

         12  The Chair recommends approval of the modification.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         14  Avella.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

         16                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         17  Rivera.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         19                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         20  Felder.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         22                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         23  Jackson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         25                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member
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          2  Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I vote aye. I

          4  happen to have been at the meeting, right, when we

          5  went over this application. I think the community

          6  board's recommendation will work well and they'll be

          7  happy. So, I vote aye.

          8                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          9  Seabrook.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         11                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         12  Sears.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         14                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         15  Vann.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         17                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE: By a vote

         18  of eight in the affirmative, none in the negative

         19  and no abstentions, the item passes to the full Land

         20  Use Committee.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Mr. Chair, may I

         22  remind everybody Land Use --

         23                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I was just going

         24  to do that.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Land Use, 2:30.
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          2  Hopefully we'll be in and out.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I didn't even

          4  know that. So, Land Use is at 2:30 today. So, please

          5  everybody, return later on in the afternoon.

          6                 That closes this meeting on the

          7  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises.

          8                 (Hearing concluded at 9:54 a.m.)
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