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          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: I'm going to

          3  call this meeting to order.

          4                 We are here today to consider and

          5  vote on Resolution No. -- It does not have a number

          6  yet.

          7                 This resolution is a resolution

          8  calling, condemning and calling on the State to do

          9  the right thing, vis-a-vis the New York City

         10  Education Budget.

         11                 We did not fund our school systems

         12  well in the good times, and now that we are in bad

         13  fiscal times, the proposed Governor's cut to our

         14  school is close to a billion dollars, 500 million in

         15  cuts and lack of agreement to pay for the very

         16  needed increase in teacher salaries that was

         17  negotiated last year.

         18                 Our teachers obviously need to be

         19  adequately paid because it's the right thing to do,

         20  and because we are entrusting our children in their

         21  hands and they have to be adequately compensated for

         22  the critical job that they perform.

         23                 This Committee has been outspoken on

         24  the need to adequately fund our schools, and I would

         25  urge my colleagues to vote in the affirmative on

                                                            3

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2  this resolution.

          3                 Before we take the vote I want to

          4  give my colleagues an opportunity to speak or

          5  comment. Are there comments or questions?

          6                 If not, then if the clerk is here to

          7  take the roll, we will do that now.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair?

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ:  Council

         10  Member Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         12  Madam Chair.

         13                 Considering that right now and in the

         14  State Legislature that education is the primary

         15  issue that's being discussed, and New York City,

         16  considering that we were, if you look at pre-K and

         17  the totality of the Education budgets affected by

         18  about $754 million, and at a time when our children

         19  do not have adequate resources to give them the

         20  opportunity for a sound, basic education, it is

         21  imperative that full funding at the State and local

         22  levels be restored.

         23                 We cannot as a City afford to allow

         24  millions of our youth to go uneducated, and

         25  especially now. So, besides funding at the State
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          2  level, whatever we have to do at the City Council to

          3  make sure that there's full funding restored, we

          4  have to do.

          5                 So, I wholeheartedly support this

          6  resolution that's being put forward by our leader

          7  Gifford Miller and by you, Eva, our Chair, and I

          8  know that the children of New York City will be

          9  smiling today as a result of this.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Thank you.

         12                 If the clerk could call the roll,

         13  that would be helpful.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: May I be

         18  excused to explain my vote?

         19                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Absolutely.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: The Governor,

         21  not matter what happens, can never negate the fact

         22  that there is a clear inequity in funding for the

         23  state, that the State provides to the City vis-a-vis

         24  what it provides to Upstate and Long Island

         25  communities.
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          2                 The numbers have not changed. They

          3  might have improved a little bit, but we might be at

          4  $9,000 now while the rest of the State is at 12.

          5                 Clearly, this is unconscionable for

          6  the Governor to do these education funding cuts.

          7                 I happily vote aye on the resolution

          8  and I hope that it will resound and touch the

          9  Governor's heart in some new way.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Absolutely

         14  yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of seven in

         22  the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

         23  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         24                 Council Members, please sign the

         25  Committee report.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Thank you. And

          4  I'm going to bring this meeting to a conclusion.

          5  Thank you.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 11:25 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 30th day of April 2003.
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