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PROPOSED INTRODUCTION NO. 92-A: 	By Council Members Ayala, Ung, Stevens, Won, Restler, Nurse, Bottcher, Farías, Schulman, Velázquez, Lee, Hanif, Cabán, Holden and Brannan

TITLE:	A Local Law in relation to the creation of an advisory board for accessibility at shelters


PROPOSED INTRODUCTION NO. 421-A: 	By Council Members Riley, Louis, Nurse, Krishnan, Abreu, Ayala, Velázquez, Williams, Lee, Sanchez, Hanif, Holden, Brannan, Menin, Avilés and Stevens

TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of homeless services to report on families with children


I. Introduction
On February 2, 2023, the Committee on General Welfare, chaired by Deputy Speaker Diana Ayala, will consider Proposed Int. No. 92-A, sponsored by Deputy Speaker Ayala, and Proposed Int. No. 421-A, sponsored by Council Member Riley. The Committee previously held a hearing on this legislation on September 13, 2022. At that hearing, the Committee heard testimony from the New York City Department of Social Services, impacted individuals who have formerly experienced or are currently experiencing homelessness, community-based organizations, service providers, and members of the public.
II. Bill Analysis
Proposed Int. No. 92-A – A Local Law in relation to the creation of an advisory board for accessibility at shelters

This bill would create an accessibility advisory board to advise the Mayor and the Council on issues relating to accessibility for clients in City shelters. The advisory board would include individuals who live with disabilities and currently reside in a homeless shelter or have previously resided in a homeless shelter. The advisory board would meet at least quarterly. The bill would also require the advisory board to submit an annual report on its review and recommendations on an annual basis. Reporting pursuant to this bill would be required by January 31, 2024, and annually thereafter.
 Since being heard, this bill was amended to require that the advisory board include additional appointees who live with disabilities and currently reside in a homeless shelter or previously resided in a homeless shelter. In addition, this bill was amended to require that the advisory board submit records of each of its meetings no later than 14 calendar days after each meeting is held. This bill would take effect immediately and be deemed repealed on February 1, 2034.
Proposed Int. No. 421-A
	This bill would require the Department of Homeless Services to produce a quarterly report of the total number of families with children living in shelter disaggregated by shelter type; the total number of families with children found eligible for temporary housing assistance; the average length of stay for families with children in shelter; the total number of families who exit shelter for permanent housing; and metrics concerning school enrollment and attendance for children living in shelter. 
	Since introduction, this bill was amended by removing two reporting requirements: (i) the percentage of families with children living in the same zip code where the family receives community based preventative services and (ii) the percentage of families with children living in shelter in the same zip code as the head of household’s job. In addition, this bill was amended to require a quarterly report, rather than a monthly report. This bill would take effect immediately.








Proposed Int. No. 92-A
 
By Council Members Ayala, Ung, Stevens, Won, Restler, Nurse, Bottcher, Farías, Schulman, Velázquez, Lee, Sanchez, Hanif, Cabán, Holden, Brannan and Avilés

..Title
A Local Law in relation to the creation of an advisory board for accessibility at shelters
..Body 
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Shelter accessibility advisory board. a. Definitions. For purposes of this local law, the following terms have the following meanings:
Department. The term “department” means the department of social services.
Shelter. The term “shelter” means temporary emergency housing provided to homeless adults, adult families, and families with children by the department or a provider under contract or similar agreement with the department.
b. There is hereby established an advisory board that shall identify and study common issues relating to the concerns and needs of shelter clients with disabilities; reasonable accommodation requests and complaints; and the physical conditions of shelters, and that shall make policy recommendations to the mayor, the council, and the department regarding access to and within shelters by such clients. 
c. The advisory board shall consist of 9 members, including the commissioner of the mayor’s office for people with disabilities or such commissioner’s designee; the commissioner of the department or such commissioner’s designee; and 7 public members, 4 of whom shall be appointed by the mayor and 3 of whom shall be appointed by the speaker of the council. The public members shall include at least 4 individuals with a disability who currently reside in a shelter or have previously resided in a shelter, and at least 2 individuals who specialize in working with individuals with a disability.
d. The advisory board shall hold its first meeting no later than 30 days after the appointment of the final public member required by subdivision c of this local law, and at such meeting shall elect a chairperson. The advisory board shall meet at least quarterly and keep a record of its proceedings including, but not limited to, the meeting agenda, meeting minutes, any follow up items, a list of participants, and the date for the next scheduled meeting. The advisory board shall determine its own rules of procedure, except that special meetings may be called by the chairperson upon such chairperson’s initiative or upon receipt of a written request signed by at least 4 members of the advisory board. Written notice of the time and place of special meetings shall be given to each member at least 2 weeks before the date fixed by the notice for such special meeting. Records of each meeting of the advisory board shall be posted on the department’s website no later than 14 calendar days after each such meeting is held.
e. No later than January 31, 2024, and annually on January 31 thereafter, the advisory board shall submit a report to the mayor, the speaker of the council, and the department including the results of its study and any recommendations required by this section. Such report shall also be posted on the department’s website.
f. Advisory board members shall serve without compensation for their services as board members.
g. Any vacancy on the advisory board shall be filled in the manner of the original appointment.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately and expires and is deemed repealed on February 1, 2034.
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Proposed Int. No. 421-A
By Council Members Riley, Louis, Nurse, Krishnan, Abreu, Ayala, Velázquez, Williams, Lee, Sanchez, Hanif, Holden, Brannan, Menin, Avilés and Stevens
..Title
A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of homeless services to report on families with children 
..Body
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 Section 1. Chapter 3 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-329 to read as follows:
§ 21-329 Reporting on homeless families with children. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Child care assistance voucher. The term “child care assistance voucher” means a voucher provided by the administration for children’s services or the human resources administration to eligible families to help pay for child care.
Domestic violence shelter. The term “domestic violence shelter” means a shelter operated by the department of social services or by a provider under contract or similar agreement with the department to provide shelter for victims of domestic violence.
Extended day/year. The term “extended day/year” means the program offered by the department of education or by a provider under contract or similar agreement with such department to provide affordable or no cost child care for eligible families with children ages 6 weeks to 4 years old.
Families with children. The term "families with children" means families with adults and children under the age of 18; families with adults and children under the age of 19 attending secondary school; a single pregnant woman; and families including at least 1 pregnant woman.
HASA facility. The term “HASA facility” means single room occupancy hotels or congregate facility managed by a provider under contract or similar agreement with the department of social services to provide emergency shelter for recipients of services from the HIV/AIDS services administration.
Head Start. The term “head start” means the federally funded program that provides free child development activities and educational programs for eligible families.
Hotel. The term “hotel” means a hotel that is used, in whole or in part, as a shelter.
Individualized education program. The term “individualized education program” means a written statement, developed, reviewed, and revised in accordance with section 200.4 of title 8 of the New York codes, rules, and regulations, provided to meet the unique educational needs of a student with a disability.
Intake Facility. The term “intake facility” means the prevention assistance and temporary housing center or any successor entities. 
Runaway and homeless youth crisis services program. The term “runaway and homeless youth crisis services program” means a facility that provides temporary emergency housing for runaway and homeless youth and is managed by a provider under contract or similar agreement with the department of youth and community development.
Shelter. The term “shelter” means a building, or individual units within a building, utilized by the department or by a provider under contract or similar agreement with the department to provide temporary emergency housing.
Temporary housing assistance. The term “temporary housing assistance” means a public assistance benefit provided to an eligible family with children to meet an immediate need for shelter.
Tier II facility. The term “tier II facility” means a shelter subject to the provisions of part 900 of title 18 of the New York codes, rules, and regulations that provides shelter and services to 10 or more homeless families including, at a minimum, private rooms, access to 3 nutritional meals a day, supervision, assessment services, permanent housing preparation services, recreational services, information and referral services, health services, and child-care services.
b. Starting October 1, 2023 and quarterly thereafter, the department shall submit to the speaker of the council and post online a report regarding information on families with children in shelter. Such report shall include the following information:
1. The total number of families with children living in shelter disaggregated by each of the following placements: (i) tier II facility; (ii) domestic violence shelter; (iii) HASA facility; (iv) runaway and homeless youth crisis services program; (v) hotels; and (vi) any other placements in which families with children may receive temporary housing assistance during the reporting period; 
2. The total number of families with children who received temporary housing assistance during the reporting period disaggregated by the total number of applications submitted prior to being found eligible for such assistance;
3. The average length of stay for families with children in shelter;
4. The total number of families with children who left a tier II facility, domestic violence shelter, HASA facility, runaway and homeless youth crisis services program, or hotel for permanent housing, disaggregated by each type of placement; 
5. The percentage of families with children that live in a shelter located in the school district where their youngest child attends school;
6. The percentage of families with children that live in a shelter placement located in the school district where their child has an individualized education program;
7. The school transfer rate for children living in shelter;
8. The average school attendance rate for children in shelter;
9. The average number of days from intake facility to a child’s enrollment in a new school;
10. The average number of school days missed after prevention assistance and temporary housing intake, before a child’s return to their school of origin;
11. The average number of days from entry into a domestic violence shelter until a child is enrolled in a new school;
12. The average number of days from entry into the shelter system until school transportation is arranged for a child;
13. The number of children, ages 0-3, who reside in shelter and participate in (i) extended day/year or head start, or (ii) a different child care program via a child care assistance voucher;
14. The number of children who reside in shelter and are enrolled in pre-kindergarten; and
15. The number of children, ages 0-3, in the shelter system screened for early intervention disaggregated by (i) number found eligible; and (ii) number receiving services.
c. No information that is otherwise required to be reported pursuant to this section shall be reported in a manner that would violate any applicable provision of federal, state or local law relating to the privacy of information, including student information, or that would interfere with a law enforcement investigation or otherwise conflict with the interests of law enforcement. If a category of information required by subdivision b contains 5 or fewer individuals, or allows another category to be narrowed to 5 or fewer individuals, the number shall be replaced with a symbol.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediate


[bookmark: _Hlk103548466]Session 12:
BJR/DR
LS 8655
1/25/23 8:39pm

Session 11:
AV/SW/ACK
LS #4402
Int 152-2018
1/10/2018

image1.png




