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          1  COMMITTEE ON RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: I am Council

          3  Member Leroy Comrie. I'm Chair of the Committee. The

          4  Committee members present are Majority Leader Joel

          5  Rivera, Council Member Diana Reyna from Brooklyn --

          6  Brooklyn/Queens. Council Member Melinda Katz from

          7  Queens, Council Member David Weprin from Queens,

          8  Council Member Maria Baez, and Madeline Provenzano

          9  from the Bronx.

         10                 Good morning to all.

         11                 Today we have before us one candidate

         12  for consideration, Ms. Elizabeth Ryan. She's a

         13  mayoral appointee to the Landmarks Preservation

         14  Commission. A resident of Brooklyn, she'll be

         15  filling the balance of a three-year term that

         16  expires on June 28th, 2005, replacing Richard

         17  Alcott.

         18                 As the Committee members know, the

         19  Landmarks Preservation Commission is responsible for

         20  establishing and regulating landmarks, portions of

         21  landmarks, landmarked sites, interior landmarks,

         22  scenic landmarks and historic districts.

         23                 The Commission consists of 11

         24  members, with at least one residing in each of the

         25  five boroughs.
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          2                 There must be at least three

          3  architects, one historian qualified in the field,

          4  one City Planner or landscape architect and one

          5  realtor.

          6                 The Mayor appoints members of the

          7  Commission and designates one to serve as chair, and

          8  the other to serve as vice chair. Members other than

          9  the chair serve without conversation but are

         10  reimbursed for expenses necessarily incurred in

         11  performance of their duties.

         12                 The Commission is required to provide

         13  opportunities for comment in advance of any hearing

         14  on a proposed designation.

         15                 Within ten days of making a

         16  designation, the Commission is required to file a

         17  copy of the designation with City Planning and the

         18  City Council.

         19                 Within 60 days after the filing City

         20  Planning must hold a hearing and submit a report to

         21  the City Council with their recommendations. The

         22  Council may modify or disapprove by a majority vote

         23  any designation from the Commission but only within

         24  120 days after having received the required

         25  designation report or at least 60 days has elapsed
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          2  since the filing of the City Planning report.

          3                 We've been joined by Council Member

          4  Lew Fidler. We also have a temporary new Counsel to

          5  the Committee, Mr. John Graham. Good morning. He is

          6  going to swear you in, Ms. Ryan, if you could raise

          7  your right hand, please.

          8                 MR. GRAHAM: Ms. Ryan, good morning.

          9  I, state your name.

         10                 MS. RYAN: I, Elizabeth Ryan.

         11                 MR. GRAHAM: Do solemnly swear...

         12                 MS. RYAN: Do solemnly swear...

         13                 MR. GRAHAM: To tell the truth and the

         14  whole truth.

         15                 MS. RYAN: To tell the truth and the

         16  whole truth.

         17                 MR. GRAHAM: Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Good morning, Ms.

         19  Ryan. Do you have an opening statement?

         20                 MS. RYAN: Yes, I do. I'd like to

         21  thank the members of the Rules Committee of the City

         22  Council of New York for asking me here today to

         23  discuss my candidacy for Commissioner of the

         24  Landmarks Preservation Commission.

         25                 It's a great honor to have been
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          2  asked, and I look forward to telling you a bit about

          3  myself.

          4                 I've been a New Yorker since 1978,

          5  when my husband to be informed me that this was the

          6  only place he could ever live. I was not at all

          7  reluctant, however, and gladly signed on.

          8                 Since then I have established the

          9  following: A successful career on Wall Street, a

         10  home in Park Slope, a family of two boys, now 12 and

         11  14, and a successful career in real estate.

         12                 I attribute much of my success to

         13  this great City and the opportunity it extends to

         14  those who work hard when presented with the chance

         15  to give something back by serving on the Landmarks

         16  Commission, I was delighted to do so.

         17                 My educational background is in

         18  Finance, making me a firm believer in allowing the

         19  marketplace to guide most decisions. However, I live

         20  in a historic district, and work in a part of

         21  Brooklyn which has thrived due to vigorous

         22  preservation efforts.

         23                 It is clear to me that preservation

         24  is a task which must be guided properly by

         25  government, and I look forward to being part of
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          2  that.

          3                 I do not come to this position with

          4  any personal agenda or ideas about changes I'd like

          5  to see made. As a resident of a landmarked district,

          6  I look forward to working with my colleagues at

          7  landmarks and in communities around the City in

          8  promoting public awareness and appreciation of our

          9  City's heritage and in its preservation, in a

         10  creative and sustainable manner.

         11                 Again, I'd like to thank you for your

         12  time and I will answer any questions.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you, Ms.

         14  Ryan.

         15                 Council Member Katz, and any other

         16  Council members, please let me know if you have

         17  questions.

         18                 We'll start with Council Member Katz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Good morning,

         20  Ms. Ryan, and thank you for joining us here today,

         21  and we look forward to working with you.

         22                 I'm just for background, chair of the

         23  Land Use Committee, and that is what goes -- your

         24  stuff will come through this Committee. I see you're

         25  recommended by Jonathan Banks, I man who I have

                                                            8

          1  COMMITTEE ON RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  quite a bit of respect for, so I have no doubt that

          3  you're qualified for the position. I'm just curious,

          4  your background doesn't really have anything to do

          5  with landmarks, and I guess -- unless I'm missing

          6  it, so I'm just curious as to how your interest came

          7  about, and if you have any thoughts on where the

          8  Landmarks Commission should go.

          9                 MS. RYAN: No, you're right. I have no

         10  background in landmarks. One of the reasons that

         11  John Banks suggested me is because I fill the

         12  realtor role. So, to the extent that I have dealt

         13  with landmarks it's been in assisting buyers and

         14  sellers of landmarked and non-landmarked properties.

         15  I've been involved many times in convincing people

         16  that having landmark designation is actually a good

         17  thing, that they should be pleased about in various

         18  neighborhoods. So, my background is not in

         19  landmarks, and my interest in doing this is, as I

         20  stated in my opening statement, I'm really happy to

         21  have a chance to give something back to the City

         22  that's been so good to me.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: My understanding

         24  is that you're not fulfilling a realtor position; is

         25  that correct?
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          2                 Mr. Chair, my understanding is that

          3  -- she is filling her realtor position, all right.

          4                 Do you have a vision -- landmarks

          5  does a lot of issues, I mean obviously in the last

          6  year or two we've done a lot of historical

          7  districts, we've done a lot of landmarking of

          8  buildings, we've also done, which I don't believe

          9  has ever been done before, landmarked an area

         10  because of the industry, that the area had provided

         11  the meat market.

         12                 Do you have any thoughts on that as

         13  we move forward to try to figure out what should be

         14  landmarked in the City?

         15                 MS. RYAN: Well, I think you have to

         16  remember that there is a landmarked law that guides

         17  the Commission in making decisions about what is

         18  appropriate to landmark and not landmark, and I

         19  think that's obviously the first place you'd turn to

         20  try to make that decision.

         21                 Now I said that I'm a believer in

         22  letting the marketplace guide most decisions, so I

         23  think it's fair to say that these decisions need to

         24  be made in a way that doesn't strangle growth and

         25  progress in the City, so that's another criteria
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          2  that's of some importance to me.

          3                 And I'm looking forward to learning

          4  more about the historical aspects of these

          5  decisions, because that's an area where I will need

          6  to educate myself.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: And you don't

          8  believe, and I guess our records show there is no

          9  conflict, you don't really believe in your mind that

         10  there's a conflict between landmarking an area and

         11  the fact that the sale value of the area might

         12  decrease because of the landmarking, and your

         13  business is real estate?

         14                 MS. RYAN: Actually, studies have

         15  shown that in the vast majority of landmarked

         16  districts, ultimately real estate prices rise rather

         17  than decline. But, no, I think it's a vast City and

         18  I practice in a teeney-tiny portion of it, so I

         19  can't imagine that I would have that conflict.

         20                 If a conflict like that were to

         21  arise, I would certain recuse myself from the

         22  decision-making process.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I appreciate

         24  your time. Thank you very much.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay, Ms. Ryan, I
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          2  noticed on your curriculum vitae that you are

          3  presently Board Treasurer for Greenpoint

          4  Manufacturing and Design Center?

          5                 MS. RYAN: Correct.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: And one of their

          7  aims is to rescue historic factory buildings?

          8                 MS. RYAN: Right.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Have any of those

         10  been landmarked buildings?

         11                 MS. RYAN: No, they have not.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay, what has

         13  been the difference between their vision of historic

         14  and landmarking?

         15                 MS. RYAN: Their vision of historic is

         16  old and decrepit, something that's in danger of

         17  being lost to decay, and it's primarily, as I said,

         18  manufacturing, and that has nothing to do with

         19  residential.

         20                 But the mission of the organization

         21  is really preservation of jobs, preservation of blue

         22  collar jobs. It happens to have occurred in some

         23  historic buildings, but not only in historic

         24  buildings.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: And so you've
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          2  actually looked at different buildings for their

          3  architectural value or historical value since we've

          4  been on the board?

          5                 MS. RYAN: We haven't acquired any new

          6  buildings since I've been on the board, no. Some

          7  renovation decisions have been made but not

          8  acquisition.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay. And just to

         10  follow up on something else that Council Member Katz

         11  said.

         12                 You're aware that the Landmarks

         13  Commission does come before the City Council on a

         14  regular basis to make recommendations; have you

         15  attended any meetings of the Commission since you've

         16  been aware of your possible appointment?

         17                 MS. RYAN: Of the Landmarks

         18  Commission? Yes. I have been attending most of their

         19  Tuesday meetings for about two months.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: So you're aware

         21  of the time that's involved and the procedures and

         22  you find that their meetings are opened and

         23  everything that's discussed there is giving the full

         24  opportunity for the public to comment on?

         25                 MS. RYAN: Yes. It's my understanding
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          2  that no conversations about decisions like this take

          3  place outside of that room.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay, well, I

          5  just wanted to say, seeing no other questions or no

          6  other members who have indicated, and as Council

          7  Member Katz said, John Banks is someone that we all

          8  have a great affinity for his ability, and since he

          9  has recommended you, I would recommend that we move

         10  quickly to a vote, and congratulate you on your

         11  desire to continue to serve the City that you

         12  adopted and now love. So, unless there are any

         13  questions from the members, we'll proceed to a vote.

         14                 We don't have anyone from the records

         15  here. Thank you, John. Thank you, Ed. All right.

         16                 MR. O'MALLEY: Comrie.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Aye.

         18                 MR. O'MALLEY: Perkins.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 MR. O'MALLEY: Provenzano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         22                 MR. O'MALLEY: Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

         24                 MR. O'MALLEY: Reyna.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes.
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          2                 MR. O'MALLEY: Baez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Yes.

          4                 MR. O'MALLEY: Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

          6                 MR. O'MALLEY: Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Yes.

          8                 MR. O'MALLEY: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         10                 MR. O'MALLEY: Okay, the matter is

         11  adopted by a vote of eight to nothing. Please sign

         12  the reports.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay, our

         14  members, we will be -- congratulations, Ms. Ryan.

         15                 MS. RYAN: Thank you very much.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: We look forward

         17  to having an opportunity to talk on some landmark

         18  issues with you.

         19                 Members, we will be in adjournment

         20  until approximately 1:00. Please check with the

         21  Sergeant-At-Arms. We have the second part of the

         22  Rules Committee, which is the adoption of the

         23  Committees for the 2004, 2005 term. And we'll keep

         24  the vote open, because I know Council Member Perkins

         25  was here and some other members are on their way.
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          2                 So, we will reassemble at

          3  approximately 1:00 in the Committee Room.

          4                 Council Member Quinn.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I vote aye.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Council Member

          7  Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Council Member

         10  Oddo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Council Member

         13  Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I vote aye.

         15                 (Recess taken. Time noted: 10:43 a.m.

         16                 Resumed at 1:10 p.m.)

         17                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Can you ring the

         18  bell again so we can get the meeting started?

         19                 Everyone, I'm Council Member Leroy

         20  Comrie. I'm Chairman of the Committee on Rules,

         21  Privileges and Elections. We are reconvening the

         22  Committee meeting from this morning earlier. We had

         23  the privilege to appointment of Elizabeth Ryan to

         24  Landmarks Preservation Commission.

         25                 According to the Rules of the
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          2  Council, you have before you two documents of

          3  preconsidered Resolution Number 2, Resolution making

          4  certain amendments to Rule 7.0 of the Rules of the

          5  Council, in relation to the standing committees of

          6  the Council.

          7                 You will note that there are five new

          8  committees, I will point them out as I run through

          9  them. They're all underlined.

         10                 As you know, the appointment prior to

         11  establishment of membership of the committee, the

         12  membership of any other committee, we were elected

         13  to be on the membership of the Rules, Privileges and

         14  Elections. I was honored to be renamed Chair of this

         15  Committee.

         16                 As you also know, all standing

         17  committee chairpersons are then decided and elected

         18  by the Council as a whole. You can see on the pages,

         19  unless anyone has any questions, they are the

         20  standing committees, I will read the five new

         21  committees only, so that we don't have to spend all

         22  day reading committees we already know about, which

         23  is a first new full standing committee, there is an

         24  Immigration Committee, which will be dealing with

         25  the Mayor's Office of Immigrant Affairs and all
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          2  other matters affecting immigration.

          3                 The Small Business Committee, matters

          4  relating to retail business and emerging industries.

          5                 The Technology in Government

          6  Committee. I'm on page three already. Department of

          7  Information, Technology and Telecommunications,

          8  non-Land Use related issues and dissemination of

          9  public information to the use of technology.

         10                 The Veterans Committee, dealing with

         11  the Mayor's Office of Veterans Affairs, and any

         12  other veteran-related issues, and the Waterfronts

         13  Committee, matters relating to the waterfronts of

         14  New York City.

         15                 Also, we have another document before

         16  us, or this is document M59, which creates the

         17  Chairpersons and members of the Committee and

         18  officers of the Council, allowances of chairpersons

         19  and officers of the Council and the creation of new

         20  committees of the Council.

         21                 And you see that we respectively are

         22  recommending favored consideration by this body on

         23  the election of the Chairpersons and members of the

         24  following committees that you see before you. I'm

         25  not going to read all the Committees because I know
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          2  you all know them. I will just inform you of some

          3  new subcommittees that were created, and those

          4  committees are, or just one new subcommittee, sorry,

          5  public housing, which will be a subcommittee of the

          6  Housing and Buildings Committee.

          7                 And while you are looking through

          8  this, I will introduce the members of the Rules,

          9  Privileges and Elections Committee that are here,

         10  Council Member Baez from the Bronx, Council Member

         11  Melinda Katz, who was here a minute ago, Council

         12  Member Yvette Clarke from Brooklyn, Council Member

         13  Diana Reyna from Queens and a little part of

         14  Brooklyn, Council Member Joel Rivera, Council Member

         15  David Weprin from Queens, Council Member Christine

         16  Quinn, the Counsel from my Committee Ed O'Malley,

         17  very able, thank you very much for everything you've

         18  done, Ed. Council Member Lew Fidler from Brooklyn,

         19  Minority Leader Jimmy Oddo from Staten Island,

         20  Council Member Madeline Provenzano from the Bronx,

         21  and the other members of the Committee are on their

         22  way here.

         23                 Again, members, you can look at all

         24  of the information on the document, this list. This

         25  list, the line-up of every committee and the members
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          2  on the committee.

          3                 If you would allow me to not read

          4  them, I would appreciate that very much. Seeing no

          5  objections, we'll move forward to a vote, if there

          6  are no questions on the issue.

          7                 Seeing no one is asking me to read

          8  them, and no one is raising their hand for any

          9  questions on any of the documentation in front of

         10  you -- questions, comments? Mr. Minority Leader, do

         11  you have a comment?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I just want to

         13  commend the Speaker and wish good luck to my

         14  colleague, Diana Reyna. The creation of a public

         15  housing Subcommittee is something that I have been

         16  calling for, going back to days when Peter Vallone

         17  was the Speaker, and you know, there's a whole

         18  universe of folks, frankly, and this was casting no

         19  aspersions on the current Housing and Buildings, or

         20  Archie Spigner did a great job, there's a whole

         21  universe of folks who felt that they didn't have

         22  their day in court in the City Council, and I think

         23  it's an absolutely wonderful day for folks in public

         24  housing, that they're going to have a definite venue

         25  to come and a great chairlady. So, I wish you well,
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          2  and I think it's the best news that folks in public

          3  housing have had in a long time. So, good luck.

          4                 Okay, since the Minority Leader

          5  announced the other Committee chair, then I'm

          6  obligated to announce the other committee chairs for

          7  the new committees.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Sorry.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: That's okay. I

         10  don't want them to feel slighted.

         11                 The Waterfronts Committee, which has

         12  been a Subcommittee, ably chaired by Council Member

         13  David Yassky, is not going to be a full Committee,

         14  because of his aggressive representation in the

         15  Subcommittee level.

         16                 Also, the Veterans Committee will now

         17  be chaired by Hiram Monserrate.

         18                 The Technology in Government

         19  Committee, which has been an excellent subcommittee,

         20  by Gale Brewer. She will remain as Chair for the

         21  Technology in Government.

         22                 Small Business Committee, which has

         23  also done some landmark work under Councilman

         24  Recchia's Chairmanship will be a full Committee

         25  under his chairmanship, and immigrant issues will be
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          2  a full committee under the Chairmanship of Kendall

          3  Stewart.

          4                 And the Select Committee on Juvenile

          5  Justice will be chaired by Council Member Sarah

          6  Gonzalez. That's a subcommittee.

          7                 All right? No other questions,

          8  concerns; can we call the vote?

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: I want to just

         11  say I want to thank all the membership for being

         12  involved in this process and for your input and

         13  complications in this process.

         14                 I vote aye on all.

         15                 I didn't mention the stipends but

         16  that is part of the M 59 package. There are no

         17  changes for the stipends other than --

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Well, there

         19  are. There are new committees.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: But there are no

         21  changes in the amount for stipends or existing

         22  committees, no. Youth Services was always a full

         23  committee.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: By request it

         25  had been reduced I think to 8,500. I think two years
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          2  ago when Gifford indicated he was reducing his

          3  stipend as Speaker, I asked for a reduction, and I

          4  would, you know, I would like it to be the same,

          5  speaking for myself. I think an increase would be

          6  unfair and appropriate. I'm sorry that we're voting

          7  here, this is the first time I've seen it.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Right. So, I

          9  would recommend that we still vote and the

         10  correction can be made as noted.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: And it would

         12  reflect, if this number was wrong, what the Council

         13  will vote on this afternoon will be the correct

         14  number.

         15                 Does the Committee have any objection

         16  to Council Member Fidler's stipend being made at

         17  8,500.

         18                 I just want to be sure that my memory

         19  is correct. If it is 85, I want it to stay at 85.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay. But you're

         21  throwing an if in there.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I think it was

         23  85.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: So then we have

         25  to defer, because you're throwing out that if.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes. I'm not

          3  looking to take a pay cut either, but I just want to

          4  be fair.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Council Member

          6  Katz, we're going to hold the vote while we get some

          7  technical --

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Before, Gary,

          9  you leave the room. Basically the only differences

         10  are the new committees, correct? Everything is the

         11  same as it was for this one issue.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Right.

         13                 I was trying to do some filler, but

         14  my Counsel is advising me against it.

         15                 Just for the membership information,

         16  Councilman Lew Fidler, his Committee stipend he is

         17  requesting to be $8,250; is that correct?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes, sir.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: So are we

         20  prepared to vote at this time? You can make the

         21  correction on your sheet and we'll make the

         22  correction at the Stated Meeting.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Can I get the

         24  extra 17.50.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: We're ready to
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          2  call the roll.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: With a notation

          9  that Lew Fidler is a giver, I vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I just want to

         14  take a moment to thank our Speaker for recognizing,

         15  as Jimmy has said, the community that has been left

         16  behind when it came to housing, public housing is an

         17  animal of its own and I am glad that we're going to

         18  recognize its issues and concerns and on a separate

         19  level. And I hope to do good things and follow those

         20  wonderful warm words that we had today.

         21                 I vote aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I want to wish
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          2  all of my colleagues God speed on their committee

          3  assignments.

          4                 I think that certainly in the

          5  configurations that we see before us today, we know

          6  that the positive work that we have established in

          7  terms of a foundation as a, I guess, new class of

          8  legislators here in the City of New York, will

          9  certainly be continued when you look at the caliber

         10  and quality of the concerns that we're able to

         11  address, I can see us doing even more in the future.

         12                 And having said that, I vote aye on

         13  all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I also want to

         16  thank the Speaker and the Committee for

         17  acknowledging the depth of leadership in Brooklyn

         18  that had previously been unrecognized, and over the

         19  objection of my mortgage bank, I vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 12 in the

          3  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions,

          4  the items are adopted. The vote will be held open.

          5                 Council members, please sign the

          6  Committee reports. Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Council members,

          8  remember, we have to sign two committee reports --

          9  three committee reports. So, please make sure you

         10  sign all three committee reports, and we will note

         11  the change at the Stated Council meeting.

         12                 I just want to also, take this

         13  opportunity to commend all of the chairperson in

         14  their respective committees, and I look forward even

         15  more to the next two years being a very productive

         16  and exciting time here in the City Council.

         17                 So, with that, we'll hold the vote

         18  open and for those -- one person still has to vote.

         19                 Please sign the reports before you

         20  leave. Thank you. With that, the meeting is over.

         21                 Can we quiet the room for one second?

         22  We have one more important vote to be cast.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Speaker, Council

         24  Member Miller.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Aye.

                                                            27
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

          3  13 in the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

          4  abstentions.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 1:35 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 21st day of January 2004.
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                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

                                                            29

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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