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INTRODUCTION
On May 10, 2012, the Committee on Veterans, chaired by Council Member Mathieu Eugene, will hold an oversight hearing to obtain information on how New York City prepares for Fleet Week.  At this hearing, the Committee hopes to learn more about how the City works to plan events for service members, how the City helps to inform service members about New York City, and what the City can do during Fleet Week to help connect veterans to City services.  Those invited to testify include the United States Navy, the Mayor’s Office of Veterans Affairs, as well as veterans’ groups and advocates. 
BACKGROUND 


Fleet Week is a U.S. Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard tradition, where active military ships, normally deployed overseas, dock at several major cities for one week.
  The first Fleet Week was held in San Diego at the 1935 California Pacific International Exposition.
  San Diego hosted 114 warships, 400 military planes and more than 3,000 commissioned officers and 55,000 enlisted men.
  

Currently, several major cities throughout the United States hold annual Fleet Weeks
 to celebrate the roughly 325,000 sailors and 220,000 Marines serving on more than 280 U.S. vessels around the world.
  Other notable locations include San Francisco, San Diego, Portland, Seattle, and Fort Lauderdale.
  The festivities commonly include military demonstrations, airshows, and guided tours of the ships.
  When ships enter port for Fleet Week, some of the crew are released on shore leave and allowed to explore the City,
 while other members of the crew remain on duty and are under orders to participate in community outreach events.


New York City will hold its 25th annual Fleet Week this year from May 23rd through May 30th.
  The City is expected to host over 3,000 Sailors, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen
 who will partake in over 300 community outreach events.
 This year, the Navy will also celebrate the bicentennial of the War of 1812 during New York City Fleet Week.
  Fleet Week provides the citizens of New York with the opportunity to tour participating ships, and view exhibits which showcase both the impressive technology of the maritime services and the skilled expertise of the service members.
  
Fleet Week in New York City begins with a “Parade of Ships” with vessels passing under the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge, and sailing up the Hudson River to the George Washington Bridge.
   This year, the City will be host to six U.S. Navy Ships, three U.S. Coast Guard Ships, and nine tall ships.
  Throughout the rest of the week, events have been planned which may include military band concerts, films, and Broadway show performances held in and around the USS Intrepid Sea, Air, and Space Museum on the Hudson River.
  In New York City, Fleet Week also generally includes a military aircraft flyover on Memorial Day honoring those who lost their lives in service to the U.S.

ISSUES AND CONCERNS 
Service Members


When service members leave their ships they are often greeted by individuals passing out coupons and fliers for free drinks at local bars and strip clubs.
  There are, however, a plethora of other attractions in New York City, and military members are eligible for discounts to many of them, including Broadway shows, museums, and restaurants.
  The Committee would like to learn if there is a mechanism in place to inform service members of the wide variety of attractions and discounts which are available in New York City.

 
Service members should also be informed about issues of transportation and safety within the City.  Service members, many who are likely visiting New York City for the first time, may be unfamiliar with how to navigate the City and be unaware of safety issues which may arise.
  Last year, a young marine was killed after exiting a taxi and attempting to cross the west side highway to return to his ship.
 A similar incident occurred in 2003 which resulted in the death of a sailor.
  The Committee would like to learn how service members are informed of their transportation options and of safety issues in the City. 
Veterans
New York City’s five boroughs are home to approximately 210,000 veterans.
  Of the five boroughs, Queens has the largest number of veterans, with an estimated 58,777 veterans residing there.
  Brooklyn has the second highest number of veterans totaling 49,775, followed by Manhattan where 39,630 veterans reside.
  There are 35,639 veterans in the Bronx and 23,704 veterans in Staten Island.
  

Fleet Week could offer a unique opportunity to help connect veterans to City services.  Veterans may face a wide-range of problems after having returned from service.  Research has shown that veterans have high rates of homelessness
 and unemployment.
  They also have an eight times higher risk for PTSD
 and a two-to-four times higher risk for major depression than similar individuals in the general population.
  It is estimated that over 1.46 million working-age veterans in the United Stated lack health coverage.
  The Committee is interested in learning more about how the City could use Fleet Week to help connect veterans to services.  
CONCLUSION


Fleet Week provides the citizens of New York with an opportunity to learn more about the armed services and provides service members with an opportunity to explore New York City.  At today’s hearing, the Committee will hear from some of those who help to plan Fleet Week and examine how the City can further assist in such planning.  In particular, the Committee hopes to learn more about how we can connect service members to opportunities within the City and how we can connect veterans to services they may need. 
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