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          1  COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: Good morning. My

          3  name is Councilman Stewart, Chair of the Immigration

          4  Committee, and today we have Council Member

          5  Mark-Viverito, and we have Council Member Charles

          6  Barron, and Council Member Darlene Mealy.

          7                 We are here today to consider the

          8  resolution which was sponsored by Council Member

          9  Martinez, Stewart, Clarke, Comrie, Seabrook,

         10  Monserrate, James, Jackson, Baez, Barron, Dickens,

         11  Foster, Mark-Viverito, Martinez and Palma, and the

         12  resolution is basically denouncing the Border

         13  Protection Anti-Terrorism, an illegal immigration

         14  control act of 2005, which is HR 4437.

         15                 And at this time, we're going to call

         16  the vote.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution 193.

         18                 Council Member Stewart.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: First of all,

         22  I think this is a timely resolution. I think we

         23  should not have people criminalize those who are

         24  here as undocumented, but they should be legalized.

         25                 They're talking about 11 to 12
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          2  million undocumented immigrants here, putting a wall

          3  up that goes up to the skies at the border, or

          4  bringing an army there to who knows what, shoot them

          5  down, I guess, to me is not the solution to

          6  immigration. It's to legalize. It is to integrate

          7  immigrants into this society. They have contributed

          8  a tremendous amount to the tax base, intellectual

          9  capital, the cultural capital of this society, and

         10  they should be treated the way the immigrants at the

         11  turn of the century were treated when they were

         12  predominantly white. They certainly were accorded

         13  much more respect. They were brought into Ellis

         14  Island and processed rather quickly. We should

         15  accord the new changing complexion of immigration

         16  the same way.

         17                 So, I want to support this measure to

         18  denounce the criminalization of immigrants and

         19  denounce felonies of anybody. If anybody should get

         20  a felony, it should be those corporations that

         21  exploit the labor of hiring immigrants and not

         22  paying them a decent wage, and making sure they

         23  don't pay them health benefits, or any pension.

         24  That's the criminal.

         25                 If we want to give somebody a felony,
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          2  it should be those corporations that are

          3  manipulating us and making and engaging in a divide

          4  and conquer tactic by hiring people, immigrants, and

          5  not hiring African Americans or others so that we

          6  can now be at odds with each other.

          7                 But I think we're all one people and

          8  we can benefit tremendous with this immigration

          9  movement when we allow ourselves to support those

         10  immigration policies that bring families together,

         11  and bring families together with the indigenous or

         12  the citizens that are already here in America.

         13                 So, with that, I say aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: I would like to

         18  explain my vote.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: You may.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: I know that

         21  Homeland Security would love to build this wall. I'm

         22  totally against that.

         23                 But I'm against also, we have

         24  immigrants coming from Haiti still in camp and no

         25  one is really addressing that. I know our President
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          2  is more talking about just the Mexican border and

          3  different things like that. I hope it can be opened

          4  to everyone. Same way for people from Trinidad,

          5  Jamaica, everywhere, should have the same access to

          6  health care, border, just as well as everyone coming

          7  from Mexico and everywhere else.

          8                 And with that vote, I say yes. But I

          9  hope we can address that just as well. The border

         10  should be open to everyone, and not just some that

         11  our president feel that our economy is growing with

         12  cheap labor.

         13                 So, I thank you, and I'm letting you

         14  know. Aye, present, yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

         16  the affirmative, zero in the negative -- excuse me.

         17                 Council Member Nelson, Resolution

         18  193.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote on Resolution

         21  193 now stands at five in the affirmative, zero in

         22  the negative and no abstentions.

         23                 Council Members, please sign the

         24  Committee report. Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: And that said,
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          2  we close this hearing. And thank you, ladies and

          3  gentlemen, for your support on this initiative.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 11:25 a.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 25th day of April 2006.
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