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          1  LANDMARKS, SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: We're going to

          3  begin with a hearing on Land Use Item No. 123, 1

          4  Pendelton Place. It's a designation of a landmark.

          5                 We will start with Diane Jackier from

          6  the Landmarks Preservation Commission, and then John

          7  Walsted.

          8                 And for the record, I'm Council

          9  Member Lappin, Chair of the Subcommittee. We're

         10  joined today by Council Member Jimmy Oddo, Council

         11  Member Miguel Martinez, Council Member Maria del

         12  Carmen Arroyo, Council Member Charles Barron, who

         13  are members of the Committee, and also by Council

         14  Member Dilan.

         15                 You can sit there, Diane is going to

         16  testify first, if that's okay? It's just the two of

         17  you.

         18                 MS. JACKIER: Good morning, Council

         19  members. My name is Diane Jackier, Director of

         20  Community and Government Affairs for the Landmarks

         21  Preservation Commission.

         22                 I am here today to testify on the

         23  Commission's designation of the house at 1 Pendelton

         24  Place in Staten Island.

         25                 On December 13th, 2005, the Landmarks
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          2  Commission held a public hearing on a proposed

          3  designation. Three speakers, including a

          4  representative of Council Member Michael McMahon,

          5  testified in support. One of the two owners

          6  indicated that he did not oppose designation. There

          7  was no testimony in opposition.

          8                 The Commission also received two

          9  letters in support.

         10                 March 14th, 2006, the Commission

         11  voted to designate the building a New York City

         12  landmark.

         13                 Constructed in 1860 by architecture

         14  Charles Duggin for William S. Pendelton, this

         15  exceptional house is a rare surviving example in New

         16  York City of a high Victorian picturesque villa,

         17  incorporating elements of the English Rustic and

         18  Swiss styles.

         19                 Designed to compliment its hillside

         20  site, which commands views of New York and New

         21  Jersey, the House features a dominant tower and

         22  multiple porches.

         23                 It is richly embellished with

         24  decorative details, and it's surmounted by a

         25  complexly masked gabled roof, which is set off by
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          2  overhanging eaves, exposed rafters, open work

          3  brackets, decorative trusses and several prominent

          4  chimneys.

          5                 This house was published twice in

          6  1862 and 1869 in the Horticulturalist Magazine, the

          7  journal which helped popularize picturesque designs

          8  in the United States.

          9                 Born and trained as an architect in

         10  England, Duggin emigrated to New York City in 1853

         11  where he became a prominent designer and developer

         12  of residential architecture.

         13                 William S. Pendelton, a prominent

         14  businessman, who together with his brother John had

         15  established the first commercially successful

         16  lithographic firm in the United States, moved to

         17  Staten Island around 1845 where he served as

         18  president of the North Shore Ferry Company and

         19  invested in Real Estate.

         20                 From the mid-1920s to the mid-1940s,

         21  the house was owned by William Wirt Mills, a

         22  prominent journalist and a political leader, who

         23  served as Tax Commissioner for the Borough of Staten

         24  Island and later as Tax Commissioner for the City of

         25  New York under Mayor LaGuardia. The present owners
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          2  have undertaken a careful restoration of the house

          3  and received an award from the Preservation League

          4  of Staten Island in 2005.

          5                 The Commission urges you to affirm

          6  the designation of 1 Pendelton Place.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you. And I

          8  would note, as you did, that this is in Council

          9  Member McMahon's district and he is in favor of the

         10  designation.

         11                 Anybody have any questions?

         12                 We're going to allow Council Member

         13  Barron to vote quickly.

         14                 Council Member Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Yes, thank you

         16  very much, Madam Chair. I vote aye on all items.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Any other

         20  questions?

         21                 All right, if you would please just

         22  introduce yourself and make a statement for the

         23  record.

         24                 MR. WALSTED: I'm not used to

         25  mechanical numbers. So, anyway, I'd like to make two
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          2  corrections. One --

          3                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Sir, if you could

          4  just state your name for the record.

          5                 FR. WALSTED: Okay. John Walsted. John

          6  Howard Walsted. And I'm also representing Jerrold W.

          7  O. Keucher, K-e-u-c-h-e-r, and just for the record,

          8  the names are spelled wrong. It's down as Joe

          9  Keucher in the letter I know that we received. It's

         10  Jerrold O. Keucher, K-e-u-c-h-e-r. And my name is

         11  spelled, although it's my grandmother's fault, I'm

         12  afraid, is actually W-a-l-s-t-e-d, no e-a-d.

         13  Grandmother thought it was more American to spell it

         14  e-d instead of e-a-d. She was quite wrong.

         15                 Anyway, I'd like to make a statement

         16  anyway. I'm Father John Walsted. Father Jerry

         17  Keucher and I are the owners of 1 Pendelton Place in

         18  New Brighton on Staten Island.

         19                 We bought the house when it was

         20  completely overgrown and dilapidated. We have

         21  devoted about a quarter of a century and certainly

         22  all of our money to the restoration and preservation

         23  of this remarkable house.

         24                 I hope there are other things as well

         25  that we can count as accomplishments, but in a very
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          2  real sense, the restoration of the house has been

          3  our life's work.

          4                 For all the years Jerry and I owned

          5  the house, we have worked with expert architects and

          6  contractors who shared our love for the house and

          7  our excitement in bringing it back to its original

          8  charm.

          9                 The Landmark Conservancy article that

         10  appeared on the exterior restoration of the house

         11  said, without requirements for its restoration, the

         12  owners themselves enthusiastically sought

         13  historically appropriate treatment. We have had a

         14  great deal of joy in that.

         15                 However, we have mixed feelings about

         16  this designation. On the one hand we are glad and

         17  really thankful that the house will be preserved,

         18  and we are quite happy that it will provide the kind

         19  of amenity and anchor that will help keep our

         20  neighborhood stable and vibrant.

         21                 On the other hand, I must confess, we

         22  are less than enthusiastic about being under the

         23  control of the LPC bureaucracy.

         24                 Let me be clear, Rhonda Wist and Kate

         25  Daly, the Commission's staff, have been wonderfully
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          2  professional and fine to work with. However, I have

          3  to say that what we went through to get some

          4  additional plans perforated before the Landmarks

          5  Commission vote, kind of confirmed for us a lot of

          6  nightmare stories that we heard about working with

          7  the preservation staff.

          8                 It's not enough that we want to do an

          9  appropriate thing, if there are judgment calls, it's

         10  their way or the highway. It's like your lips are

         11  flapping but their ears don't work.

         12                 Owners of individually designated

         13  landmark properties provide a real public service to

         14  the whole City.

         15                 Landmarks do precisely that. They

         16  mark the land, the delight the eye and stimulate the

         17  imagination of all who come by to see them again and

         18  again.

         19                 They help increase the love we all

         20  have for this great City. We are fine with providing

         21  this public service to Brighton and to New York

         22  City. However, the only compensation we, and other

         23  owners of landmarked properties, receive, is the

         24  strange consolation of having our motives questioned

         25  and our taste overruled by LPC staff.
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          2                 Here is where you could help. If we

          3  must undertake the austere duty of proving over and

          4  over our good faith and our good intentions to

          5  preserve a piece of New York City's architectural

          6  heritage, at least give us something in return.

          7                 If we have to allow someone else's

          8  personal taste and mere preferences to tell us how

          9  we must spend our money, then at least give us

         10  something.

         11                 Our property taxes are nearly five

         12  times higher than they were in 1983 when we bought a

         13  nearly derelict property. Can't you please help give

         14  the owners of landmarked properties the incentive to

         15  cooperate. It would go a long ways to easing the

         16  business of designation of landmarked properties.

         17  Can't you please give us, the owners of landmarked

         18  properties, the incentive to cooperate?

         19                 Can't you please recognize the

         20  importance public service would provide in

         21  maintaining at our own expense a landmark that all

         22  can enjoy.

         23                 I understand that giving owners a

         24  residential landmarked property -- properties a

         25  property tax break requires action both here and in
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          2  Albany.

          3                 I've been told that both the LPC and

          4  the Mayor's Office agrees that owners of landmarked

          5  properties are providing the service to the whole

          6  community that should be recognized with property

          7  tax considerations.

          8                 We would be eager to work with the

          9  Council and other government bodies to see something

         10  enacted.

         11                 It would make it easier for the City

         12  to preserve significant buildings, and it would

         13  recognize fairly the contribution owners of

         14  landmarked properties make to the life of the City.

         15                 I speak from the experience of a land

         16  owner, or a home owner, who has poured his life into

         17  the restoration of a historic property. The City

         18  would go a great distance to reduce the ambivalence

         19  that we feel about working with the LPC, if there

         20  were anything at all that you gave us in return.

         21                 To sum up, we certainly don't oppose

         22  the action, and I'm quite sure that when we're not

         23  applying to the LPC for permission to complete and

         24  maintain the restoration of this house, I'll be okay

         25  to be the owner of a New York City landmark, we'll
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          2  certainly be happy that the house we have loved so

          3  much will be preserved.

          4                 And I thank you very much.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you, sir.

          6  And I know that, I think there are 20 states that

          7  have those kinds of tax credits and New York does

          8  not happen to be one of them.

          9                 MR. WALSTED: I can't --

         10                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: I think there are

         11  over 20 states that do offer similar tax credits,

         12  and New York is not one of them. And I've seen the

         13  photos, you've done a really wonderful job restoring

         14  what is a beautiful and magnificent home.

         15                 Are there any questions from any of

         16  my colleagues?

         17                 Okay.

         18                 Anybody else here to testify on this

         19  matter.

         20                 MR. WALSTED: We'd be very happy to

         21  help you out in Albany or any other place. We're

         22  really articulate about it, so...

         23                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you.

         24                 MR. WALSTED: Thank you very much.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: I close the
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          2  hearing on this item. Thank you.

          3                 We're going to open the hearing on

          4  Land Use Item 157, the Grant Street Child Family

          5  Care Center, which is in Council Member Dilan's

          6  district. Is there anybody here from ACS to testify?

          7                 Is there anybody here from the

          8  community to testify?

          9                 Council Member Dilan, would you like

         10  to make a statement?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

         12  Chair Lappin.

         13                 I recommend approval on this item,

         14  with the basis that the letter that I received from

         15  ACS last night be applied to this application. And I

         16  just ask that for the purposes of the Council's

         17  record, if the letter could be read into the record,

         18  and then with that I would have no objections to

         19  this.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Council Member

         21  Dilan, would you read it into the record, please.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Okay.

         23                 It's from Ms. Holly Light, the

         24  Assistant Commissioner of Planning and Pipeline

         25  Development. It says:
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          2                 "Dear Ms. Light:

          3                 Per a request I am writing to

          4  transfer Block 3415, lots 1 through 4 from the

          5  Administration for Children's Services to the

          6  Department of Housing Preservation and Development.

          7  Children's Services has no development plans for

          8  this site."

          9                 And it says, if you need further

         10  information, to please contact Jennifer Mohearn at

         11  212-442-4132.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you.

         13                 I just want to say for the record,

         14  I'm not particularly happy about the fact that the

         15  agency is not here, and that we're not getting a

         16  statement from them on the record, even though they

         17  have sent this in writing. But that said, because

         18  we're on a clock, and I know that you're in favor of

         19  this project, this change --

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: With this

         21  change, yes.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Then we are going

         23  to close the hearing on this and vote on this item.

         24  But I'm not particularly happy about this.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I would agree,
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          2  considering that there's about 400 day care center

          3  slots on the line. I think it's responsible for the

          4  agency to come up and say that they want them. I

          5  certainly want them.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Well, I think

          7  it's disrespectful to you because you've worked with

          8  them to make sure that this project is something

          9  that's --

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Well, I don't

         11  take it as a disrespect. I have what I need.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Okay.

         13                 That said, I recommend approval of

         14  both items on the agenda today.

         15                 Counsel, please call the roll.

         16                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Lappin.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         19  Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         22  Arroyo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Yes.

         24                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         25  Mendez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          4  Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: And joined by

          7  Council Member Palma.

          8                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          9  Palma.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         12  at seven in the affirmative, none in the negative

         13  and no abstentions.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: We're going to

         15  hold the vote open for a number of minutes to allow

         16  Council Member Martinez, who is in the next room, to

         17  vote as well.

         18                 And this meeting is adjourned.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote is

         23  eight in the affirmative, none in the negative, and

         24  no abstentions.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 11:40 a.m.)
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