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          1  COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Good morning.

          3  Welcome to today's hearing of the City Council's

          4  Committee on Transportation.  My name is John Liu.

          5  I have the privilege of chairing this Committee.

          6                 Today we are holding this hearing for

          7  the purpose of voting on two bills.  One bill would

          8  help make commuter vans safer for riders and the

          9  general public by requiring Taxi and Limousine

         10  Commission licensed vans to display TLC-issued

         11  decals. The other bill would set time limits for the

         12  City Department of Transportation to replace or

         13  repair priority traffic signs.

         14                 Proposed Intro. Number 430-A is the

         15  culmination of two hearings that this Committee has

         16  held on the commuter van industry.  During these

         17  hearings, witnesses testified about the problem of

         18  the public and law enforcement officials having a

         19  difficult time telling the difference between an

         20  authorized commuter van and an illegal van

         21  operation.

         22                 While licensed authorized commuter

         23  vans must meet many requirements to operate on the

         24  streets, such as carrying sufficient insurance, and

         25  getting periodic safety inspections, unlicensed vans
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          2  do not meet any of these requirements, thus putting

          3  the riding public at risk.

          4                 The difficult to replicate uniform

          5  decals required under this Bill will help the riding

          6  public identify the van services that are properly

          7  and legally authorized to do business on city

          8  streets, and law enforcement officials will find

          9  they have an easier time enforcing the law against

         10  the illegal vans, which will not have these hard to

         11  replicate uniform decals issued by the Taxi and

         12  Limousine Commission.

         13                 Proposed Intro. Number 581- A,

         14  introduced by Council Member Joseph Addabbo, would

         15  require that the Department of Transportation

         16  replace or repair stop signs, yield signs, and do

         17  not enter signs within three business days of

         18  receiving notice of such defective or missing signs.

         19    One- way signs which do not raise the same safety

         20  implications because they are installed in pairs,

         21  and there are other indicators that a street is one-

         22  way, would have to be replaced within seven business

         23  days.               The two of these bills will

         24  increase safety for New Yorkers by helping to weed

         25  out illegal commuter van operations, and also ensure
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          2  that priority traffic signs, which are intended to

          3  keep the public safe, are replaced or repaired

          4  promptly.

          5                 I recommend that my colleagues give

          6  favorable considerations to these bills.

          7                 Would any committee members like to

          8  make any statements?

          9                 Council Member Lappin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN:  I just want

         11  to note I am a co- sponsor of Intro. 581, and I

         12  think it's important to replace stop signs and other

         13  regulatory signs as quickly as possible because one

         14  day it could make all the difference.

         15                 In terms of the commuter van

         16  legislation we're voting on today, I think it's

         17  important to distinguish between safe, insured,

         18  legal vans and illegal vans, but I hope that we will

         19  continue to discuss ways to make it easier for legal

         20  van operators to conduct business in the City.

         21                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON LIU:  Thank you, Council

         23  Member Lappin.

         24                 Council Member Koppell.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  I just think
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          2  the idea is a very good one, and in fact, my name is

          3  on the Bill.  But I'm just wondering whether  --

          4  how we're going to enforce this?  How we're going to

          5  make sure this in fact happens on the signs?  That

          6  the Department actually does replace the signs?

          7                 CHAIRPERSON LIU:  The Department of

          8  Transportation is required to keep a log of the

          9  times, the complaints, or notifications from the

         10  public come in that a sign is missing or broken, and

         11  then they have to keep a record of when the signs

         12  are actually replaced or repaired.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  We should

         14  think about, Mr. Chairman, we'll see how it works,

         15  but I'm concerned that there's no penalty if the

         16  Department doesn't do it.  I'm not sure what penalty

         17  you could have, but I'm concerned that it's going to

         18  be a requirement on the books but may not really be

         19  followed.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON LIU:  Well, there is

         21  already a requirement that the DOT is subject to,

         22  along with many other agencies for meeting certain

         23  kinds of deadlines.  Certainly for repairing or

         24  replacing items that the City is responsible for.  So

         25  , what we've done with this Bill is narrow the time
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          2  frame and accelerate the action that the Department

          3  is required to take.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  But as I

          5  say, I think we have to give some further thought.

          6  I mean, maybe it'll work fine, but I'm skeptical.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON LIU:  Okay.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  I'm in favor of

          9  the requirement, obviously, but I'm skeptical about

         10  the lack of any enforcement mechanism.  I suppose

         11  that publicity could result if this Administration,

         12  or further Administrations don't follow the law, but

         13  I'm not sure what enforcement mechanisms could be

         14  engrafted on this, but it should be something we

         15  look at.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON LIU:  We expect that the

         17  Department of Transportation, along with any other

         18  agency in the City in the municipal government,

         19  would uphold their responsibilities, and not violate

         20  the law, which is not 100 percent fool- proof as we

         21  have seen from this Administration, but we hope that

         22  they would, and in general, they would meet their

         23  legal mandates.

         24                 So, we've been joined in this

         25  committee hearing by Council Member Joseph Addabbo
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          2  from Queens, Council Member Larry Seabrook from the

          3  Bronx, Council Member Michael McMahon from Staten

          4  Island, Council Member Oliver Koppell from the

          5  Bronx, Council Member Diana Reyna from Brooklyn and

          6  Queens, Council Member Daniel Garodnick from

          7  Manhattan, and Council Member Jessica Lappin from

          8  Manhattan.

          9                 I want to thank the committee staff

         10  for all the work that they've put into this hearing,

         11  my Legislative Counsel Phillip Hom, Policy Analyst

         12  Ron Kim, Finance Analyst Chima Obichere, and our

         13  Press Officer Andrew Dobba (phonetic), and at this

         14  point I'd like to turn the floor over for opening

         15  statements by Council Member Joseph Addabbo, the

         16  prime sponsor of Intro. Number 581- A.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO:  Thank you

         18  very much, Mr. Chairman.  I also want to thank your

         19  staff for the work, and the hours that went into

         20  this legislation, which says as much for efficiency

         21  as much for safety as well.

         22                 You know, replacement of signs, these

         23  signs are only as good as they are visible, and if

         24  they need to be replaced, replacing them on a more

         25  quick or efficient basis is something that the
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          2  pedestrians and the City residents deserve.

          3                 So we're thankful that again we can

          4  work with the Administration on this piece of

          5  legislation, and again I thank you as Chair, and

          6  your staff for your efforts made.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON LIU:  Thank you, Council

          9  Member Addabbo for putting forth this legislation.

         10                 I would also like to add that Intro.

         11  581- A is of critical importance to people in this

         12  City because it does require, as we discussed with

         13  Council Member Koppell, a much faster implementation

         14  of repairs or replacement of these signs.

         15                 We have seen and we have heard from

         16  constituents all across the City of cases where stop

         17  signs are missing for too many days at a time, and

         18  unlike a traffic signal that may be broken, a

         19  missing stop sign results in a very hazardous

         20  condition because when people see a broken traffic

         21  light, they know that there's some kind of

         22  regulation there, but when there's a missing stop

         23  sign, that potentially results in people just going

         24  through the intersection without stopping or even

         25  slowing down sometime. The same kind of argument
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          2  applies to yield signs and do not enter signs.

          3                 So that is why based on the outcry

          4  from our constituents, we are requiring the

          5  Department of Transportation to greatly narrow the

          6  period of time during which these priority

          7  regulatory signs must be repaired or replaced, and I

          8  want to thank Council Member Addabbo for putting

          9  forth this legislation.

         10                 We're about to take the vote, just

         11  another comment about Intro. 430- A concerning the

         12  required uniform decals to be affixed on the

         13  exterior of authorized commuter vans.  In the last

         14  couple of hearings we held about this, there was a

         15  great deal of complaint, both from the general

         16  public, council members, and legal and properly

         17  authorized commuter van operators, where they were

         18  saying that we need to have more enforcement against

         19  illegal vans, dollar vans, which are not licensed to

         20  pick up passengers in the same way that authorized

         21  commuter vans are.

         22                 One of the biggest problems that came

         23  out was that it was very difficult to distinguish

         24  between properly authorized commuter van operations,

         25  and illegal dollar van operations.
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          2                 Early on, this Committee had

          3  considered a proposal that would have required a

          4  uniform exterior color to be applied to authorized

          5  commuter vans.  That proposal was not supported by

          6  the legal van operators because of expense and cost

          7  considerations, and so we have scaled it back so

          8  that we are now requiring a decal which will be of

          9  minimal cost, to be issued by the Taxi and Limousine

         10  Commission that will help the public and law

         11  enforcement officers easily identify properly and

         12  legally authorized van operations, much the same way

         13  that all yellow taxi cabs have these kinds of

         14  uniform decals outside the yellow cab vehicles

         15  themselves.

         16                 At this point, there being no other

         17  comments from committee members, I'd like to ask the

         18  clerk to call the roll.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Coupled

         20  introductions.

         21                 Council Member Liu.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON LIU:  Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Reyna.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA:  Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Addabbo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO:  Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Koppell.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK:  McMahon.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Seabrook.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK:  Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Garodnick.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK:  Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Lappin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN:  Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Ignizio.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO:  Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of nine in

         16  the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

         17  abstentions, both items have been adopted.  Members,

         18  please sign the Committee reports. Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON LIU:  There being no

         20  other business, we'll instruct the clerk to keep the

         21  roll open for a few more minutes as the remaining

         22  Council members arrive to cast their votes, for as

         23  long as you can.  Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Members of

         25  the Sanitation Committee, please remain on the
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          2  premises, as we will move right to that committee.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON LIU:  We'll open for

          4  additional votes, and at the same time, adjourn this

          5  hearing of the City Council's Committee on

          6  Transportation.

          7                 (Hearing concluded at 10:55 a.m.)
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