New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 

Prime Sponsors:
By Council Members Salaam, Hanif and Epstein

Bill Title:
[bookmark: _Hlk224304884]A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a public outreach and education program regarding Hajj-related scams

Submitted by:
Council Member Salaam

Justification:
There is a sizable Muslim population in New York City, members of which invest significant time and resources in preparing for Hajj, a pilgrimage to Saudi Arabia required in Islam. Scammers take advantage of these individuals by offering fraudulent travel and accommodation packages, and older and non-English-speaking individuals are particularly vulnerable. This bill, by requiring the Commissioner of Consumer and Worker Protection to work with relevant agency heads to establish an ongoing public outreach and education program about identifying and reporting this kind of fraud and best practices in booking Hajj-related services, would inform New York City residents and protect them from falling prey to unfair trade practices.
