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          1  CIVIL SERVICE AND LABOR

          2                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Good morning,

          3  and welcome to today's hearing for the Civil Service

          4  and Labor Committee. My name is Joe Addabbo, I chair

          5  the Committee. And I thank everyone for being here.

          6  I want to thank the staff of this Committee for

          7  putting this bill together and allowing us to vote

          8  here today. We have Elisa Chae, Counsel; Harold

          9  Gates, Legal Counsel; Joan Povolny, our Policy

         10  Analyst; Jeff Gottlieb, my Legislative Aid. And of

         11  course, I always thank the Sergeant-At-Arms for

         12  keeping the room in order.

         13                 Let me introduce my colleagues who

         14  are here today. We have, to my right, Council Member

         15  Mike Nelson. To my left, Council Member Larry

         16  Seabrook. We know Council Member Melissa

         17  Mark-Viverito and Jim Gennaro are on their way.

         18                 Today we will be voting out Intro.

         19  499-A, which would automatically give surviving

         20  spouses, domestic partners and children of Uniformed

         21  Correction and Sanitation employees health benefits

         22  if they pass away in the line of duty. It is the

         23  right thing to do, and I am thankful that the City

         24  Council and the Mayor's Administration have worked

         25  out the details of this bill, which, again, I think
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          2  is the right thing to do for the families who

          3  dedicate, the workers who dedicate their time to the

          4  City.

          5                 Thank you very much, to the Mayor's

          6  Administration, as well. We are waiting for -- we

          7  have a statement from Council Member Mike Nelson at

          8  this time.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you, Mr.

         10  Chair. A very brief one. I want to congratulate you

         11  and the co-sponsors, and members of the Committee.

         12                 It just streamlines the process. The

         13  family has gone through enough when they reach this

         14  particular point, and to throw any more obstacles in

         15  their path is tantamount to being cruel.

         16                 So, I'm very happy to be part of

         17  this, and as a co-prime sponsor of this I will

         18  request for sure. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Thank you very

         20  much, Council Member Nelson. I appreciate that.

         21                 And it is true, the family does go

         22  through enough during a loss. This would, of course,

         23  alleviate some of the financial burden that they may

         24  have, and, again, health benefits are very

         25  important.
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          2                 Council Member Seabrook.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

          4  very much, Mr. Chairman. And I, too, would like to

          5  echo those sentiments, and I would also like to be

          6  placed on the bill as one of the sponsors to be on

          7  the bill. I think it's something that's so important

          8  and I'm glad that we're doing it today.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Thank you,

         10  Council Member Seabrook, for your support and for

         11  your input.

         12                 Thank you very much. And, again, to

         13  the families of both Correction Officers and

         14  Sanitation, we thank them for their dedication and

         15  we are pleased to pass 499-A today.

         16                 At this point, I'd like to call the

         17  roll for the Committee, in order so that we can

         18  vote.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         20  Addabbo.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of three in

          3  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

          4  abstentions, the item is adopted. Members, please

          5  sign the Committee report.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Thank you. I'm

          7  going to make a request that the vote remain open

          8  for Council Members who may be stuck in traffic due

          9  to the inclement weather, to be given the

         10  opportunity to vote as well. Thank you.

         11                 Again, I am thankful for having been

         12  given the opportunity to do this for our City

         13  workers, and in the hopes that we can further extend

         14  these benefits to other City workers who pass away

         15  in the line of duty some time in the near future,

         16  and look forward to working with the Administration

         17  on that. And this meeting is adjourned.

         18                 Thank you very much.

         19                 (Subsequently Council Members Gennaro

         20  and Mark-Viverito voted aye. The vote now stands at

         21  five in the affirmative, zero in the negative, with

         22  no abstentions.)

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 10:50 a.m.)
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          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 12th day of April 2007.
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