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By: Council Members Gennaro, Fidler, James, Koppell, Palma and Williams
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York and the New York city building code, in relation to the use of recycled asphalt.
APPLICABLE CODES:
Amends Title 6 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 6-308.2 and amends the Building Code by adding a new Chapter 36.
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:

On June 21, 2011, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 578, “A Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York and the New York City Building Code, in relation to the use of recycled asphalt.” 
By enacting Local Law 22 of 2008, New York City committed to reducing its greenhouse gas emissions by 30% by 2017 for government operations and by 30% citywide by 2030. PlaNYC, the City’s comprehensive sustainability plan, also sets a goal to improve the construction industry’s use of recycled material.  According to PlaNYC, New York City currently recycles 45% of the asphalt removed when the City undertakes various capital projects such as road-repair.
  However, the private construction industry currently recycles only 15% of the asphalt removed from construction sites.
 By increasing such use in construction projects, the City can reduce the amount of asphalt that will enter landfills and will help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions generated when existing asphalt is transported to landfills and when “virgin materials are used and transported.”
 
The Committee expects to hear testimony from representatives of the Department of Buildings (DOB or Department), industry experts, environmentalists, academics, developers, property owners, tenants, and other persons interested in this legislation.
Int. No. 578
New York City continuously resurfaces its streets each year.  When undertaking that process asphalt is removed and new asphalt is subsequently reapplied in the aggregate amount of one million tons per year.  The City’s Department of Transportation uses approximately 40% recycled asphalt pavement in its projects.
  However, the private sector only recycles approximately 15% of asphalt that enters an asphalt plant.
  Int. No. 578 would require the City and the private sector to increase the use of recycled asphalt to 30% by July 1, 2018.

Bill section one would add a new section 6-308.2, entitled “Minimum recycled content in asphalt” to subchapter 4 of Chapter 3 of Title 6 of the City’s Administrative Code (Ad. Code). Subdivision (a) of new section 6-308.2 would require that by January 1, 2012, no agencies use and purchase asphalt mixtures that contain at least 20% recycled asphalt pavement (RAP), as measured by weight; that by July 1, 2014, no agencies use and purchase asphalt mixtures that contain at least 25% RAP, as measured by weight; and that by July 1, 2018, no  agencies use and purchase asphalt mixtures that contain at least 30% RAP as measured by weight.

Subdivision (b) would exempt from these requirements asphalt used or purchased by New York City agencies for aeronautical uses or in cases where asphalt content is prescribed by Federal or New York State law, rule or regulation or other Federal or New York State specifications.

Bill section two would amend the New York City Building Code by adding a new Chapter 36, entitled “Paved Areas.” Section 3601.1 of new Chapter 36 would require that by July 1, 2014, no less than 25% of all asphalt mixtures must be composed of RAP, as measured by weight; and that no later than July 1, 2018,  no less than 30% of all asphalt mixtures must be composed of RAP, as measured by weight.
Bill section three provides that this local law would take effect 180 days after its enactment.
Int. No. 578

By Council Members Gennaro, Fidler, James, Koppell, Palma and Williams

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York and the New York city building code, in relation to the use of recycled asphalt.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subchapter 4 of chapter 3 of title 6 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new section 6-308.2 to read as follows:


§ 6-308.2 Minimum recycled content in asphalt. a.1. No later than January 1, 2012, no agency shall use or purchase asphalt mixtures that contain less than twenty percent recycled asphalt pavement, as measured by weight.


2. No later than July 1, 2014, no agency shall use or purchase asphalt mixtures that contain less than twenty-five percent recycled asphalt pavement, as measured by weight.


3. No later than July 1, 2018, no agency shall use or purchase asphalt mixtures that contain less than thirty percent recycled asphalt pavement, as measured by weight.


b. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision a of this section, this section shall not apply to asphalt used or purchased by or for agencies for aeronautical uses or where asphalt content is otherwise prescribed by federal or state law, rule or regulation, or other federal or state specification.

§ 2. The New York city building code is amended by adding a new chapter 36 to read as follows:

Chapter 36

Paved Areas

Section 3601

Asphalt


3601.1 Recycled content in asphalt. No later than January 1, 2012, no less than twenty percent of all asphalt mixtures shall be composed of recycled asphalt pavement, as measured by weight. 

1. No later than July 1, 2014, no less than twenty-five percent of all asphalt mixtures shall be composed of recycled asphalt pavement, as measured by weight.

2. No later than July 1, 2018, no less than thirty percent of all asphalt mixtures shall be composed of recycled asphalt pavement, as measured by weight.


§ 3.  This local law shall take effect one hundred eighty days after its enactment. 
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� See PlaNYC, available at � HYPERLINK "http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/planyc_2011_solid_waste.pdf" �http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/planyc_2011_solid_waste.pdf�


� See NYC Green Codes Task Force Report: Recommendation RC 4: Use Recycled Asphalt, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.urbangreencouncil.org/greencodes/full-proposals.pdf" �http://www.urbangreencouncil.org/greencodes/full-proposals.pdf�


Recognizing the important role of building performance, Mayor Bloomberg and Speaker Quinn convened the New York City Green Codes Task Force in July of 2008.  The Task Force was composed of industry experts, union representatives, tenant advocates, environmentalists, academics, developers, buildings owners, and representatives of City agencies as well as the Mayor’s office and the Speaker’s office. This group was divided into nine technical committees, a steering committee, and an industry advisory committee. After two years of work examining each of New York City’s building codes, the Task Force presented 111 recommendations for “greening the codes.” The recommended improvements are intended to raise the bar for environmental performance in buildings throughout the City.   


� Id.


� Id.


� Id.
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