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INT. NO. 271:
By Council Members McMahon, Jackson, Nelson and Reed

TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring sight-seeing buses that offer tour narration to provide such narration from a live sight-seeing guide.

ADMIN. CODE:
Adds section 376.1 to subchapter 21 of chapter 2 of Title 20 of the New York city administrative code. 

I. Introduction


On September 29, 2004 the Committee on Consumer Affairs, chaired by Council Member Philip Reed, will hold a hearing on Int. 271, a local law requiring sight-seeing buses that offer tour narration to provide such narration from a live sight-seeing guide licensed by the Department of Consumer Affairs.  Those expected to testify include representatives of the Department of Consumer Affairs, NYC & Company, tour bus operators, and tour guides.

II. Sight-seeing buses and tour guides in New York City


Tourism is a significant industry in New York City.  Between 1998 and 2004, a total of 39.4 million visitors came to our city.
  In 2003 alone, 37,830,000 people visited New York; a record 28,200,000 of these were traveling for leisure.
  These visitors – along with the many curious New Yorkers who engage in tourist activities – have a staggering financial impact on the city’s economy.  In 2002 alone, the tourism industry generated $21 billion and supported 226,100 New York City jobs.
  


Within this industry, one popular activity for tourists and New Yorkers alike is a trip on a sight-seeing bus.  These outings can include pre-arranged group travel through a designated route or a more spontaneous, individual trip on the popular “hop on, hop off” buses that operate within New York.   Many, though not all, of these buses offer narration as part of their service; consumers are provided with an oral explanation of the sites they are seeing and, in many cases, can receive answers to the questions they may have.


The City’s Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) oversees some of the key stakeholders in this system.  Both sight-seeing buses and tour guides must be licensed to operate within New York City.    Pursuant to Subchapter 21 of Chapter 2 of Title 20 of the Administrative Code, a sight-seeing bus must be licensed in order to operate in New York City; the license is granted to the owner of the bus.  Section 20-372 (4) of the Administrative Code defines a “sight-seeing bus” as 



A motor vehicle designated to comfortably seat and carry



eight or more passengers operating for hire from a fixed point 



in the city of New York to a place or places of interest or



amusements, and shall also include a vehicle, designed as 



aforesaid which by oral or written contract is let and hired 



or otherwise engaged for its exclusive use for a specific or



special trip or excursion from a starting point within the 



city of New York.   

Currently, there are approximately 130 licensed sight-seeing buses in New York City, owned by seven companies.


Similarly, Subchapter 8 of Chapter 2 of Title 20 requires a license for any sight-seeing guide operating in the City.  Such a guide must pass an initial examination satisfactorily and maintain his or her license, paying an annual $25.00 fee.
  DCA is empowered to prescribe any rules or regulations deemed necessary to enforce the licensing provisions.
  The City currently licenses roughly 1,300 tour guides.


 III. Analysis of Int. 271


Introduction 271 would marry the sight-seeing bus and tour guide industries, requiring any sight-seeing bus that provides narration to provide such narration through a licensed City tour guide, rather than through a recording or tape.  To be clear, tour buses would not be required to provide tour narration.  Those opting to provide a silent tour could continue to do so.

The proposed §20-376.1 would set forth this requirement, establishing that any licensed sight-seeing bus that elects to offer tour narration shall provide such narration from a live sight-seeing guide licensed by the City.  The new section goes on to clarify that tour narration shall not be provided on a video tape, audio tape, compact disc, or through any other digital, electronic, computerized or similar means. 


The proposed section would not make any other changes to the existing licensing framework for licensing of sight-seeing buses. Thus, the relevant requirements, penalties, and powers of the Commissioner would remain intact.


Pursuant to §2 of the proposed legislation, it would become effective 90 days after its enactment. 
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..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city administrative code in relation to requiring sight-seeing buses that offer tour narration to provide such narration from a live sight-seeing guide.

..Body

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

 

Section 1.  Subchapter 21 of chapter 2 of Title 20 of the New York city administrative code is hereby amended by adding new section 376.1 to read as follows:

20-376.1  Tour narration on sight-seeing buses.  Any sight-seeing bus licensed pursuant to this subchapter that offers tour narration shall provide such narration from a live sight-seeing guide licensed pursuant to subchapter 8 of this title.  Tour narration shall not be provided on a video tape, audio tape, compact disc, or through any other digital, electronic, computerized or similar means.

§2.  This local law shall take effect 90 days after its enactment. 

 

� See NYC & Company, NYC Statistics, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nycvisit.com/content/index.cfm?pagePkey=57" ��www.nycvisit.com/content/index.cfm?pagePkey=57�


� See NYC Tourism Highlights 2003.


� Supra, FN1.


� See §§20-244, 20-245.





� See §20-247.
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