Int. No. 1648
By Council Member Espinal
..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing an office of nightlife and a nightlife task force
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. There is hereby created a nightlife task force to examine issues relating to the nightlife industry, which includes restaurants, bars, nightclubs, public dance halls, and other cultural or arts spaces. This task force shall identify and study common issues and trends relating to the nightlife industry. The task force shall make recommendations to the mayor and the council on ways to improve laws and policies that impact nightlife establishments. In making its recommendations, the task force should examine the following: i)  the regulatory structure of the nightlife industry; ii) common complaints regarding nightlife establishments; iii) public safety concerns related to the nightlife industry; iv) how to improve enforcement of nightlife industry-related laws and rules; v) zoning and other community development concerns related to the nightlife industry; vi) integration of the nightlife industry into the city’s various neighborhoods; and vi) any other issues the task force finds are relevant.
§ 2. The nightlife task force shall consist of 9 members, 5 of whom shall be appointed by the mayor, 4 of whom shall be appointed by the speaker of the council, and none of whom may hold any other public office, employment or trust. The nightlife task force shall be comprised of 2 advocates from the nonprofit or academic sectors, 2 representatives from the nightlife industry, 1 community board member, and 4 public members each of whom has at least 5 years’ experience in one or more of the following areas: i) the New York city fire code and fire department rules; ii) the New York city building code; iii) the New York city zoning resolutions; iv) public safety and nightlife establishment security management; and v) urban planning and development. The mayor shall designate 1 public member to serve as chair. Any vacancy on the nightlife task force shall be filled in the same manner as an original appointment.
§ 3. The nightlife task force shall hold at least 1 public hearing in each borough. The commissioner of the department of consumer affairs shall serve as chairperson and shall convene the first meeting of the task force within 90 days after the effective date of this local law.
§ 4. No later than 1 year after the effective date of this local law, the nightlife task force shall submit its findings and recommendations to the mayor and the speaker of the council. The nightlife task force shall be dissolved upon submission of such report.
§ 5. Chapter 1 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new section 20-D to read as follows:

§ 20-D Office of nightlife. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section the following terms shall have the following meanings:

Nightlife establishment. The term “nightlife establishment” means a restaurant, bar, nightclub, lounge, public dance hall and catering establishment. 
Director. The term “director” means the director of the office of nightlife.
b. The mayor shall establish an office of nightlife. Such office may be established in the executive office of the mayor or may be established as a separate office or within any office of the mayor or department that does not conduct enforcement against nightlife establishments. Such office shall be headed by a director who shall be appointed by the mayor or by the head of such department.

c. Powers and duties. The director shall have the power and duty to:

1. Receive and examine 311 complaints relating to noise, loitering or other types of complaints regarding the operation of nightlife establishments and assist such establishments in addressing such complaints;
2. Serve as the intermediary between city agencies, law enforcement, residents and the nightlife industry to resolve complaints;

3. Advise and assist the mayor and the heads of departments which provide services to nightlife establishments including, but not limited to, the department of consumer affairs, the police department, the fire department, the department of city planning, the department of buildings and the department of small business, on issues relating to the nightlife industry;

4. Monitor and assist with the implementation of the nightlife task force recommendations, if any; 
5. Monitor the number and types of violations issued to nightlife establishments and develop recommendations to address recurring problems or trends, in consultation with industry representatives, city agencies, community boards and residents;  
6. Provide assistance to nightlife establishments seeking to obtain relevant licenses, permits or approvals from city agencies;

7. Promote an economically and culturally vibrant nightlife industry, while accounting for the best of interests of the city and its residents; and
8. Perform other relevant duties as the mayor may assign.

d. Within 18 months of the effective date of the local law that added this section, and annually thereafter, the director shall prepare and submit a report to the mayor and the council which shall include, but not be limited to, any steps taken to implement recommendations of the nightlife task force, any additional recommendations developed by the director pursuant to paragraph 5 of subdivision c of this section, whether such recommendations were accepted, an evaluation of the effectiveness of such recommendations, and any other duties assigned to the office pursuant to paragraph 8. 

§ 6. This local law takes effect immediately.
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