MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION
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By Council Members Morano, Holden, Ariola and Paladino
Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring AM broadcast receivers in vehicles of the city fleet and city-contracted vehicles.

Purpose and Intent
This legislation ensures that vehicles owned, leased, or contracted by the City of New York continue to include AM radio capability, preserving a critical means of communication during emergencies. AM radio has long served as one of the most reliable tools for public safety alerts, especially during natural disasters, blackouts, and other large-scale emergencies when cellular networks and internet service may be unavailable.
By requiring that all newly procured city fleet vehicles and city-contracted vehicles include a functioning AM broadcast receiver, this bill protects the city’s ability to disseminate and receive life-saving information through an independent, resilient medium that does not depend on commercial data infrastructure.

Background
In recent years, many automakers—particularly those manufacturing electric vehicles—have begun removing AM radio receivers, citing interference with vehicle electronics. This trend threatens to erode a key public safety communication channel used by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the National Weather Service, and local emergency management agencies to broadcast urgent alerts.
Public safety experts, including former NYPD and State Police leaders, have publicly warned that eliminating AM radios from vehicles jeopardizes emergency preparedness. During major crises such as Superstorm Sandy, AM radio remained one of the few reliable ways to reach New Yorkers when other systems failed.
This local action complements efforts in Congress through the “AM Radio for Every Vehicle Act,” ensuring that even if federal legislation is delayed, New York City will continue to prioritize resilient communication infrastructure.

Summary of Provisions
· Requires all city fleet and city-contracted vehicles to include a functioning AM broadcast receiver within 12 months of the law’s effective date.
· Defines “AM broadcast receiver” as hardware capable of receiving AM transmissions directly, not via streaming or cellular networks.
· Authorizes the Department of Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS) to grant exemptions where compliance would disrupt public safety or health operations.
· Requires DCAS to inspect for compliance and report annually to the Mayor and the Speaker of the Council on the status of implementation.
· Applies prospectively to new vehicle procurements and contracts registered after the law’s effective date.

Conclusion
Preserving AM radio access in the City’s vehicles is a commonsense, low-cost, high-impact step to strengthen public safety and emergency readiness. This bill ensures that when digital networks fail, New York City will still have a proven, time-tested way to keep residents and first responders informed.
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