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          1  COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN:  Good morning,

          3  everyone.  My name is Erik Martin Dilan.  I am the

          4  Chair of the Housing and Buildings Committee.  Today

          5  the Committee is conducting a brief hearing on

          6  Proposed Intro. 578-A and a vote on that item, which

          7  overhauls and updates the construction provisions of

          8  the Building Code.

          9                 Proposed Intro. 578-A is the end

         10  product of an effort that began several years ago by

         11  my predecessor, who is here to testify today, to

         12  adopt a model Building Code for the City of New

         13  York.  Proposed Intro. 578-A is based on the

         14  International Code Council's Companion of Codes and

         15  incorporates specific modifications and provisions

         16  based on New York City's current Building Code, the

         17  current building practices, references, and

         18  standards.  With the enactment of Proposed Intro.

         19  578-A we are moving the New York City's Building

         20  Code into the 21st Century.

         21                 The bill balances the need for safer

         22  and more sustainable buildings while taking

         23  advantage of technological advances by mandating the

         24  use of better and often times, less expensive

         25  materials, which will translate into construction
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          2  cost savings.

          3                 Proposed Intro. 578-A will serve as a

          4  model for other cities around the country, and I

          5  urge my colleagues to vote in favor of this

          6  important and historic legislation.  The enactment

          7  of this bill is considered to be an "action" subject

          8  to New York State Environmental Quality Review Act

          9  and the City Environmental Equality Review

         10  Procedure, which requires an analysis of

         11  environmental impacts of the legislation.

         12                 One possible outcome of the

         13  environmental analysis is the determination that the

         14  proposed action will not have a significant adverse

         15  environmental impact warranting the issuance of a

         16  Negative Declaration.  Such an environmental

         17  analysis was performed regarding the enactment of

         18  the Proposed Intro. before us today, and it is

         19  determined that the issuance of a Negative

         20  Declaration was, in fact, the appropriate outcome.

         21  Therefore, today the Committee will be voting on the

         22  Preconsidered Resolution which determined that the

         23  enactment of Proposed Intro. 578-A will not have a

         24  significant adverse impact on the environment and is

         25  consistent with the State Environmental Quality
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          2  Review Act.

          3                 Before we vote, I would like to give

          4  the opportunity of my former colleague and

          5  predecessor on this item, and someone who has done a

          6  lot of work on this bill when she was here at the

          7  Council, the Honorable Madeline Provenzano, to say a

          8  few words on the Intro. before us today.

          9                 MS. PROVENZANO: Maybe it's not

         10  working.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN:  No.  I think she

         12  knows how to. Some technical difficulties, but she

         13  knows.  They have to fix your mike.  Maybe you want

         14  to try  --  okay.

         15                 While they work on the mike, I'll

         16  introduce my colleagues who are here.  To my left we

         17  have Council Member Tony Avella, Council Member

         18  Rosie Mendez, Council Member Joel Rivera, Council

         19  Member Lew Fidler, Council Member Dennis Gallagher,

         20  and Council Member Jimmy Oddo, all of who are

         21  Members of the Committee. We are also joined by

         22  Council Member Vincent Ignizio.

         23                 They just want to make you look bad

         24  Maddie, you know, they want to make it seem like

         25  you've been out of here so long that you don't know
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          2  how to.

          3                 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS:  Test, one two.

          4                 MS. PROVENZANO:  Am I on?

          5                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN:  You're on.

          6                 MS. PROVENZANO:  Okay.  I'd like to

          7  thank you, Council Member Chair Dilan, for inviting

          8  me here today and allowing me to speak.  You make a

          9  much prettier Chair than I did.

         10                 I'd also like to thank, where is

         11  Leroy?  Okay.  I understand that Council Member

         12  Comrie and yourself, who are very kind to me, have

         13  recognized me at the Hearing, and I appreciate that.

         14                 As some of you know, the Code was one

         15  of my passions when I was here and everybody today

         16  is referring to it as our "baby", and I guess that's

         17  what it was.  It was also one of my disappointments

         18  that I wasn't able to finish it.  Well, we passed,

         19  what, the first part of it?  I think what we did

         20  pass of course laid the groundwork for what you guys

         21  are doing today.  I know there were still a lot of

         22  folks left behind that shared my passion, and thank

         23  goodness for that because you always think, well

         24  maybe it's going to fall between the cracks.  I had

         25  a lot of good folks when I was here that helped me,
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          2  Marzio Penzie, (phonetic), Louise. I see some of the

          3  old faces, I shouldn't say "old faces", but

          4   "remembered faces" in the back from the Department

          5  of Buildings that have still been working on it.

          6  And of course, Terzah.  What would you do without

          7  Terzah?

          8                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN:  The entire

          9  Council would be in big trouble, not just me.

         10                 MS. PROVENZANO:  She always made me

         11  look good, and people figured I knew what I was

         12  talking about because Terzah was there.

         13                 I'm really pleased that we have

         14  reached this point. The bill may not be perfect, but

         15  sometimes I think it's probably better that I wasn't

         16  here because I might have been more of a pain in the

         17  you know what, but it happened, and as you said,

         18  it's brought the Code into this century after some

         19  40 odd years.  I'm really confident that from this

         20  point we'll only move forward.

         21                 I'd like to congratulate you.  I'd

         22  like to congratulate the Committee and Commissioner

         23  Lancaster, all of the Department of Building staff,

         24  Mayor Bloomberg, and it's really an honor for me to

         25  be here to be able to share this moment with you,
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          2  and I thank you very much.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN:  It's always been

          4  a pleasure to work with you.  I know we struggled

          5  through some issues during our time, and I mean when

          6  I say them, and I'm not afraid to say it, we both

          7  struggled through the lead bill together.  We both

          8  had some good times as it relates to Housing issues

          9  here in the Council, and I'm glad to have taken up

         10  this item that you couldn't have finished, which I

         11  believe you should have been entitled to finish. So,

         12  I certainly, for one, wish today that you were in

         13  this Chair passing this item.  We thank you for your

         14  presence here today on the bill.

         15                 I guess what we are going to do is

         16  we're going to vote on the Preconsidered Reso. first

         17  and then we will vote on the Building Code

         18  afterwards.  I, too, recommend a "yes" vote and

         19  would ask the clerk to call the roll.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Chairperson Dilan.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN:  I vote aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Fidler.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Mendez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ:  Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gallagher.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER:  Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of seven in

         11  the affirmative, zero the negative, no abstentions,

         12  the Preconsidered Resolution is adopted.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Introduction 578-A.

         14                 Chairperson Dilan.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN:  I vote aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Rivera.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  If I can

         18  explain my vote, Mr. Chair?

         19                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN:  Council Member

         20  Rivera to explain his vote.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Thank you

         22  very much.  I had the honor and the privilege to

         23  work with my former colleague, Madeline Provenzano.

         24  She was the Chair, the Dean of the Delegation in the

         25  Bronx, and she lead with an iron fist and she kept
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          2  us all in check, and she was the Chair of the

          3  Housing and Buildings Committee that laid the

          4  foundation for what we are doing here today.  Today

          5  it is great to see you.  I sometimes once a year

          6  bump into you in the Bronx, but it's good to see you

          7  back at home.  This is always your home, and

          8  especially on a day that we're voting on your baby,

          9  your bill, something that maybe not everybody in the

         10  world fully understands or fully grasps, but

         11  something that you really took to heart and really

         12  made sure it was pushed forward and in a very good

         13  way.  You are a great person and we miss you very

         14  dearly, very much, but we know your presence is

         15  always around especially last week in the Daily News

         16  in a response in terms of the Budget. Your essence

         17  will always be remembered down here at City Hall.

         18                 So on behalf of Madeline Provenzano

         19  and the entire Committee, I vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Mr. Chair may

         22  I have a moment to explain my vote?

         23                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN:  Council Member

         24  Avella to explain his vote.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Thank you.  I

                                                            11

          1  COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

          2  also want to echo Council Member Joel Rivera's

          3  comments about our former colleague, Madeline

          4  Provenzano, who did a great job when she was Chair

          5  of this Committee, and I'm one of those who miss

          6  her, as well.

          7                 I'm happy to vote for this bill.  I

          8  think it's absolutely needed, but I would be remiss

          9  if I didn't just make one comment that it took four

         10  years in the making and there were a number of

         11  suggestions I thought that came up during the public

         12  hearing process, and I just wish we would have spent

         13  a little more time in reviewing those comments

         14  before we pushed this legislation through.  Four

         15  years in the making, I think we could have taken a

         16  little bit more time than a month to pass the

         17  legislation.  But it is good, and I look forward to

         18  working with my colleagues on other important pieces

         19  of legislation to reform the Department of

         20  Buildings.  Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  I am

         23  extraordinarily tempted to cross-examine Ms.

         24  Provenzano while we have her under oath here in the

         25  stand, but I'll pass and just vote aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Mendez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ:  Mr. Chair,

          4  permission to explain my vote?

          5                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN:  Council Member

          6  Mendez to explain her vote.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ:   Well, before

          8  I explain my vote I want to say a fond hello to

          9  former Council Member Madeline Provenzano.  I was

         10  not in this esteemed body when you served here, but

         11  worked for someone and certainly appreciate all the

         12  work you've done in this City.

         13                 I'm going to vote aye, but I want to

         14  raise the issue that my neighbors and friends in the

         15  disabled community have raised, the issues of

         16  visitability, and I want this Council to go back and

         17  to address these issues in a way that really will

         18  serve all New Yorkers in the City.  Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gallagher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER:  Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Oddo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  May I be

         23  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         24                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN:  Council Member

         25  Oddo to explain his vote.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  I want to join

          3  the chorus of those who are welcoming back Maddie

          4  Provenzano, who, let the record reflect, was an

          5  honorary member of the Republican Delegation for all

          6  those years, and often was to the right of Dennis on

          7  certain issues.  It's great seeing Maddie and I was

          8  fortunate enough to be on the Committee when she was

          9  the Chair, as well.  We all love Maddie, and we're

         10  proud that she's back here today to celebrate in

         11  what clearly is a victory and due in large measure

         12  to her hard work.

         13                 I just would like to say one thing on

         14  the merits of the bill.  I think this bill addresses

         15  issues broadly and specifically, and the one

         16  specific item I want to touch upon is the, its

         17  attempts to strengthen the Professional

         18  Certification Program, and having professionals

         19  precertified and prequalified. This is an issue that

         20  this Council has wrestled with the last few years

         21  and as we continue to work together with the

         22  Administration and the Buildings Department to help

         23  that agency this bill takes a huge step in

         24  addressing what has clearly been issue number one

         25  for us when we talk about the development crisis
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          2  that we faced in this City.  So, thank you to all of

          3  the folks at the Department and the Administration

          4  and all of our staff, our Chair, our former Chair,

          5  for the great work.

          6                 I vote yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Honorary Roll Call.

          8  Madeline Provenzano.

          9                 MS. PROVENZANO:  A great big yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Introduction 578-A

         11  stands at seven in the affirmative, zero in the

         12  negative, and zero abstentions. Council Members

         13  please sign the Committee Reports.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member

         15  Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Council

         17  Member Jackson votes yes.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN:  Okay.  We'll

         19  leave the roll open for as long as the rules allow.

         20  I understand that some Members that are in

         21  Leadership Meetings and in transit.  We'll leave the

         22  roll open for the Members of the Committee who are

         23  not here to vote on this item.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member

         25  Jackson, Preconsidered Resolution.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of eight in

          4  the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

          5  abstentions, Preconsidered Resolution and

          6  Introduction 578-A are both adopted. Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Committee on Housing

          8  and Buildings Preconsidered Resolution.  Council

          9  Member Comrie.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Introduction 578-A.

         12  Council Member Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Both items now stand

         15  at nine in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         16  and zero abstentions.  Thank you.

         17                 (Hearing concluded at 11:18 a.m.)
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