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PRECONSIDERED RES. NO. 
By The Speaker (Council Member Miller)

TITLE:                                              
Resolution calling upon the United States Department of Justice and the Department of Homeland Security to suspend deportation proceedings and grant Malachy and Bernadette McAllister and their four children political asylum in the United States.

Malachy and Bernadette McAllister are Irish Catholic nationalists who lived in Belfast, Northern Ireland and supported the unification of Ireland.  Because of their support for unification, they and their four children experienced a very real threat to their lives and were forced to flee Northern Ireland following a loyalist paramilitary attack on their home in October 1988.  During this attack, twenty-five shots were fired into their home, narrowly missing three of their children and Mrs. McAllister's mother, who was babysitting at the time.


Since their emigration to America, the McAllisters have proved themselves to be a hard-working family eager to contribute to their adopted country, and  have led exemplary lives in the United States, while members of their family who remain in Northern Ireland continue to be targets of politically motivated violence.


When the Good Friday Agreement, was signed, the United States suspended deportation for a number of Irish Nationals charged with offenses in Northern Ireland arising out of that conflict.  However, a number of Irish Nationals, including Malachy McAllister are currently being prosecuted by the U.S. Justice Department and  threatened with deportation to Northern Ireland.  


The Preconsidered Resolution calls on the Justice Department and the Department of Homeland Security to suspend deportation proceedings against the McAllister family and to grant Malachy and Bernadette McAllister and their children political asylum in the United States. 
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