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SUBJECT:
Resolution calling upon the Augusta National Golf Club to cease its practice of gender segregation and urging all television networks and other media, particularly CBS Broadcasting, to refrain from broadcasting the Masters in 2004 and future years as long as it is held at Augusta or any other venue that promotes segregation and discrimination.



On Tuesday, April 29, 2003, the Committee on Women’s Issues will hold a hearing on issues of sex discrimination involving the Augusta National Golf Club and the Masters Golf Tournament.  Witnesses invited to testify include Martha Burk, Chair of the National Council of Women’s Organizations (NCWO), Martin Messinger, Deputy General Counsel, CBS Broadcasting, representatives of Augusta National Golf Club, Cary Goodman, Ph.D., Charles Farrell, Sports Director, Rainbow PUSH Wall Street Project, Sandra Garrett, Executive Director, National Council of Jewish Women, Rita M. Haley, President, NOW NYC, and Donna Lopiano, Executive Director, Women Sports Foundation.  
Background


The Masters Golf tournament is one of four “Majors,” or one of the four major tournaments on the men’s professional golf tour.  The event is owned and sponsored by, and takes place annually at, the Augusta National Golf Club (“Augusta National”), a private club located in Augusta, Georgia that does not admit women as members.  The National Council of Women’s Organizations (“NCWO”) is a nonpartisan network of over 100 organizations working to promote women’s rights.  NCWO has repeatedly called on Augusta National to revise its policies regarding membership and admit women.  CBS Broadcasting Inc. has the television rights to the tournament.  On September 19, 2002, CBS Broadcasting denied a request from NCWO to refrain from broadcasting the 2003 Masters Golf Tournament.  This denial led to an intensification of protest surrounding the tournament, which was held this year from April 11-13, amidst widespread popular controversy and debate over issues of discrimination and rights to association.


NCWO concedes that Augusta National may be acting within their legal rights in discriminating against women, yet asserts that the club has a moral obligation to remove any gender-based restrictions on its membership.  Augusta National, in turn, has insisted on the rights of its members to participate in a private club, and to control all decisions regarding membership in such club.


Advocates arguing that CBS Broadcasting should not broadcast the tournament make a variety of points.  For example, they emphasize that prominent corporate executives such as Kenneth Chenault of American Express and Sanford Weill of Citigroup have called upon Augusta National to allow women as members.  Many advocates also note that CBS Broadcasting is operating under a 2000 consent decree which provides for significant monitoring of CBS by the federal Equal Employment Opportunities Commission.  Such advocates find a double standard in CBS’ adoption of rigorous standards to promote equal opportunity in employment, since at the same time the company is supporting an organization that embraces gender-based segregation.  

Proposed Resolution No. 745-A

Proposed Resolution No. 745-A calls upon the Augusta National Golf Club to cease its practice of gender segregation and urges all television networks and other media, particularly CBS Broadcasting, to refrain from broadcasting the Masters in 2004 and future years as long as it is held at Augusta or any other venue that promotes segregation and discrimination.  

The Resolution points out that the City of New York provides athletic facilities, including tennis courts, swimming pools, running tracks and golf courses, that are open to everyone regardless of gender, and that over 30 years have passed since the enactment of Title IX, reflecting the nations’s commitment to equal opportunity in sports.  The Resolution also notes that the City of New York is the home of the country’s major broadcasters, which are licensed by the federal government to operate their networks and have responsibilities to the public.  Finally, the Resolution indicates that the Augusta National Golf Club has become a national symbol of discrimination against women, and points out that ..Body
hosting a major tournament in a sport with a broad national and global following at a venue that discriminates against women sends a message that equal opportunity is a value of secondary concern.
Proposed Res. No. 745-A

Resolution calling upon the Augusta National Golf Club to cease its practice of gender segregation and urging all television networks and other media, particularly CBS Broadcasting, to refrain from broadcasting the Masters in 2004 and future years as long as it is held at Augusta or any other venue that promotes segregation and discrimination.

..Title

..Body

By Council Members Brewer, Koppell, Quinn, Clarke, DeBlasio, Monserrate, Gonzalez, Sanders, Jr., Avella, Baez, Barron, Boyland, Comrie, Davis, Fidler, Foster, Gerson, Jackson, Martinez, Recchia, Jr., Reed, Reyna, Seabrook, Serrano, Stewart, Vann, Weprin, Yassky and Moskowitz

Whereas, The people of the City of New York believe in equal opportunity for all; and

Whereas, The highest ideals of sports include the principles of fair play and equal opportunity; and

Whereas, The City of New York provides athletic facilities, including tennis courts, swimming pools, running tracks, and golf courses, that are open to everyone regardless of gender; and

Whereas, Over 30 years have passed since the enactment of Title IX, reflecting our nation’s commitment to equal opportunity in sports; and

Whereas, The City of New York is the home of our country’s major broadcasters, who are licensed by the federal government to operate their networks and stations and have responsibilities to the public; and

Whereas, The Augusta National Golf Club, site of the Masters golf tournament, is segregated by gender, and is a national symbol of discrimination against women; and

Whereas, Hosting a major tournament in a sport with a broad national and global following at a venue that discriminates against women sends a message that equal opportunity is a value of secondary concern, and broadcasting the Masters from Augusta reinforces and disseminates this message; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the Augusta National Golf Club to cease its practices of gender segregation and urges all television networks and other media, particularly CBS Broadcasting, to refrain from broadcasting the Masters in 2004 and future years as long as it is held at Augusta or any other venue that promotes segregation and discrimination.
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