T H E  C O U N C I L

 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE NEW DESIGNATION AND CHANGES IN THE DESIGNATION OF CERTAIN ORGANIZATIONS TO RECEIVE FUNDING IN THE FISCAL 2008, FISCAL 2009, AND FISCAL 2010 EXPENSE BUDGETS.

 

The Committee on Finance, to which was referred the above-captioned resolution, respectfully submits to The Council of the City of New York the following:
  

R E P O R T
 

Introduction.  The Council of the City of New York (the “Council”) annually adopts the City’s budget covering expenditures other than for capital projects (the “expense budget”) pursuant to Section 254 of the Charter.  On June 19, 2009, the Council adopted the expense budget for fiscal year 2010 with various programs and initiatives (the “Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget”).  On June 29, 2008, the Council adopted the expense budget for fiscal year 2009 with

various programs and initiatives (the “Fiscal 2009 Expense Budget”). On June 15, 2007, the

Council adopted the expense budget for fiscal year 2008 with various programs and initiatives (the “Fiscal 2008 Expense Budget”).
Analysis. This Resolution, dated April 29, 2010, amends the description for the Description/Scope of Services for the Central Harlem Interagency Program, Inc. organization receiving local discretionary funding within the budget of the Department of Youth and Community Development. The Description/Scope of Services for such program listed in the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget read: “Parenting workshops.”  This Resolution now changes the Description/Scope of Services to read: “To help cover cost to develop curriculum for bi-monthly parenting program workshops.”

Also, this Resolution amends the description for the Description/Scope of Services for the Soundview Community In Action, Inc. organization receiving local discretionary funding within the budget of the Department of Youth and Community Development. The Description/Scope of Services for such program listed in the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget read: “The funds will support the continued operation of the organization's technology center, which provides free internet access and computer training to community youths and adults.”  This Resolution now changes the Description/Scope of Services to read: “These funds will support the continued operation of the organization's technology center, which provides free internet access, computer training and internet education to community youths and adults. This funding is also provided for equipment for the technology center, including, but not limited to, copy machines, projectors, televisions and gaming systems.”

Additionally, this Resolution amends the description for the Description/Scope of Services for the Staten Island Economic Development Corporation receiving local discretionary funding within the budget of the Department of Small Business Services. The Description/Scope of Services for such program listed in the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget read: “To provide economic development programs and events.”  This Resolution now changes the Description/Scope of Services to read: “The Staten Island Development Corporation will use the funds to expand training materials and informational outreach brochures, in order to increase capacity to serve additional families along with early childhood programs on Staten Island who can benefit from the free assistance this office provides.”

Further, this Resolution amends the description for the Description/Scope of Services for the Thelma Hill Performing Arts Center, Inc. organization receiving youth discretionary funding within the budget of the Department of Youth and Community Development. The Description/Scope of Services for such program listed in the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget read: “Martial arts for youth with Embora.”  This Resolution now changes the Description/Scope of Services to read: “For the ticket subsidy program. This subsidy program will allow the distribution of sixty complimentary tickets per season to the surrounding community for Thelma Hill Performing Arts Center’s June Dance Festival.”

Additionally, this Resolution amends the description for the Description/Scope of Services for the Education Through Music, Inc. organization receiving local discretionary funding within the budget of the Department of Cultural Affairs. The Description/Scope of Services for such program listed in the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget read: “For ETM's partnerships with St. Anselm School and St. Athanasius School in Council District 17, which provides weekly music education to each of the over 625 children at these 2 schools.”  This Resolution now changes the Description/Scope of Services to read: “To fund musical program development at Public School 48X (1290 Spofford Avenue, Bronx, NY 10474) and Middle School 424X (730 Bryant Avenue, Bronx, NY 10474).”

Also, this Resolution amends the description for the Description/Scope of Services for the Museum of the City of New York receiving local discretionary funding within the budget of the Department of Cultural Affairs. The Description/Scope of Services for such program listed in the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget read: “For an exhibit of public housing in NYC.”  This Resolution now changes the Description/Scope of Services to read: “To begin the digitization of a large collection of historical photographs of the City.”

Additionally, this Resolution amends the description for the Description/Scope of Services for the Friends of Cunningham Park, Inc. receiving local discretionary funding within the budget of the Department of Parks & Recreation. The Description/Scope of Services for such program listed in the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget read: “For maintenance and possible purchase of tractor for grasslands and ball fields of Cunningham Park.”  This Resolution now changes the Description/Scope of Services to read: “For projection equipment, film rentals and insurance.”
Moreover, this Resolution amends the description for the Description/Scope of Services for the Hispanic Federation, Inc. receiving local discretionary funding within the budget of the Department of Youth and Community Development. The Description/Scope of Services for such program listed in the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget read: “Funds will be used to serve local cultural groups in the District 10 area and will expose youth to arts, sports, and recreational activities.”  This Resolution now changes the Description/Scope of Services to read: “The funds will be used to support the programs of the Hispanic Federation.”
In addition, this Resolution approves new designations and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving local, aging, and youth discretionary funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget.  Additionally, this Resolution approves the new designations and changes in the designation of certain organizations to receive funding pursuant to certain initiatives in the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget. 
Also, this Resolution approves the new designation and changes in the designation of organizations receiving local and youth discretionary funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2009

Expense Budget. 

Lastly, this Resolution approves the new designation and changes in the designation of organizations receiving discretionary funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2008 Expense Budget.
In an effort to continue to make the budget process more transparent, the Council is providing a list setting forth new designations and/or changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving local, aging, and youth discretionary funding, as well as new designations and/or changes in the designation of certain organizations to receive funding pursuant to certain initiatives in the Fiscal 2008, Fiscal 2009, and Fiscal 2010 Expense Budgets. 

This resolution sets forth new designations and specific changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving local initiative funding, as described in Chart 1, attached hereto as Exhibit A; sets forth new designations and changes in the designation of aging discretionary funding, as described in Chart 2, attached hereto as Exhibit B; sets forth new designations and changes in the designation of youth discretionary funding, as described in Chart 3, attached hereto as Exhibit C; and sets forth the new designations and changes in the designation of certain organizations that will receive funding pursuant to certain initiatives in the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget, as described in Charts 4-9, attached hereto as reflected in Exhibits D-I; sets forth new designations and changes in the designation of organizations that will receive funding pursuant to certain local and youth discretionary funding in the Fiscal 2009 Expense Budget, as set forth in Charts 10-11, as reflected in Exhibit J-K; sets forth new designations and changes in the designation of organizations that will receive funding pursuant to certain discretionary funding in the Fiscal 2008 Expense Budget, as set forth in Chart 12, as reflected in Exhibit L.
The charts, attached to the resolution, contain the following information: name of the council member(s) designating the organization to receive funding or name of the initiative, as set forth in Adjustments Summary/Schedule C/ Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget, dated June 19, 2009, or the

Adjustments Summary/Schedule C/ Fiscal 2009 Expense Budget, dated June 29, 2008, or the

Adjustments Summary/Schedule C/ Fiscal 2008 Expense Budget, dated June 15, 2007; 
name of the organization; organization’s Employer Identification Number (EIN), if applicable; agency name; increase or decrease in funding; name of fiscal conduit, if applicable;  and the EIN of the fiscal conduit, if applicable.

Specifically, Chart 1 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving local discretionary funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget. Additionally, Chart 1 reflects a negative balance of $50,000.  This balance is a result of the aggregation of 4 separate contracts with  the New York Agency for Community Affairs (NYACA), Inc., an organization receiving local discretionary funding within the budget of the Department of Housing Preservation & Development into 1 single contract with a new purpose of funds.   The individual NYACA programs funded in Schedule C totaled $85,000. This Resolution designates $35,000 of that amount into a single NYACA program with a new purpose of funds.   The Description/Scope of Services for NYACA’s program funded in the amount of $35,000 in the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget will now read: “To conduct outreach, education and organizing for tenants in expiring Section 8 housing projects and in buildings undergoing predatory equity buyouts, and to participants in the Housing Stability Plus.”

Chart 2 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving aging discretionary funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget. 

Chart 3 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving youth discretionary funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget. 

Chart 4 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Immigrant Opportunities Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget.  Specifically, Polonians Organized to Minister Our Community (POMOC), Inc., EIN 11-2594500, will act as the fiscal conduit for this allocation.

Chart 5 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Food Pantries Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget.  

Chart 6 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the MWBE Leadership Association Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget.  Specifically, Chart 6 indicates an EIN correction. The correct EIN for The New Bronx Chamber of Commerce, an organization receiving funding pursuant to the MWBE Leadership Association Initiative, is 37-1443165.
Chart 7 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the HIV/AIDS Faith Based Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget.  Specifically, Chart 7 indicates an EIN correction.  The correct EIN for Amethyst Women’s Project, Inc., an organization receiving funding pursuant to the HIV/AIDS Faith Based Initiative, is 11-3505513.
Chart 8 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Infant Mortality Reduction Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget.   Specifically, Chart 8 indicates a site change.  The Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget listed the “Ridgewood Bushwick Senior Citizens Council, Inc. - Hope Gardens Multi-Service Center” as the site for this programming.  Programming will be delivered instead at the Ridgewood Bushwick Senior Citizens Council, Inc. main site. This Resolution makes this change. Additionally, the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget listed the “Mount Sinai (Manhattan) - Bayard Rustin SBHC”, EIN 13-1624096, as the name and EIN of an organization receiving funding pursuant to this initiative. The correct name and EIN for this organization is the “Mount Sinai School of Medicine of New York University”, EIN 13-6171197.
Chart 9 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Cancer Initiative in accordance with the Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget. Specifically, Chart 9 indicates a site change.  The Fiscal 2010 Expense Budget listed the “Ridgewood Bushwick Senior Citizens Council, Inc. - Hope Gardens Multi-Service Center” as the site for this programming.  Programming will be delivered instead at the Ridgewood Bushwick Senior Citizens Council, Inc. main site. This Resolution makes this change. 
Chart 10 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving local discretionary funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2009 Expense Budget.

Chart 11 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving youth discretionary funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2009 Expense Budget.

Chart 12 sets forth the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving discretionary funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2008 Expense Budget.
It is to be noted that organizations identified in the attached charts with an asterisk (*) have not yet completed or begun the prequalification process conducted by the Mayor's Office of Contract Services (for organizations receiving more than $10,000) or by the Council (for organizations receiving $10,000 or less total).   Organizations identified without an asterisk have completed the appropriate prequalification review.
Description of Above-captioned Resolution.  In the above-captioned resolution, the Council would approve the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations to receive funding in the Fiscal 2008, Fiscal 2009 and Fiscal 2010 Expense Budgets.  Such resolution would take effect as of the date of adoption.

BUDGET DISCLOSURES related to the April 29, 2010 Transparency Resolution 

The following disclosures were made by Council Members pursuant to City conflicts of interest rules. The disclosures were required if the Member, or anyone with whom the Member was associated, was involved with a group for which the Member sought funding. Certain involvements, however, do not require disclosure, including board memberships without a vote (usually, ex officio or honorary), advisory board memberships, non-policy making volunteer positions, and ordinary memberships in organizations. 

Disclosures

Council Member Mark Weprin disclosed that his sister-in-law, Ronni Weprin, works for Queensborough College, an entity funded by the City Council, as the Director of External Affairs.
