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ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Amends section 27-2087


I. INTRODUCTION

On March 9, 2026, the New York City Council Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Pierina Sanchez, will hold a hearing to vote on Proposed Int. No. 421-A, sponsored by Council Member P. Sanchez, in relation to allowing the occupancy of cellar ancillary dwelling units in newly constructed one- and two-family dwellings. The Committee on Housing and Buildings first heard Int. No. 421 on February 9, 2026.
II. BACKGROUND 
In December 2024, the New York City Council adopted the City of Yes for Housing Opportunity, a zoning text amendment that, among other changes, amended the New York City Zoning Resolution to permit ancillary dwelling units (“ADUs”), with certain prohibitions.[footnoteRef:1]  In parallel, the Council adopted Local Law 126 of 2024[footnoteRef:2], which established a basement and cellar dwelling unit legalization program in certain community districts, and Local Law 127 of 2024[footnoteRef:3], which set forth eligibility and design requirements for ADUs in one- or two-family dwellings. [1:  See, LU0181-2024, available at: https://nyc.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6888427&GUID=4B132BCA-7483-462C-8588-B6B921596C48&Options=&Search=%5D]  [2:  See, LL126/2024, available at:  https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7020615&GUID=0F7E9745-94B9-4015-818A-16574BEE18AD&Options=ID|Text|&Search=basement+program]  [3:  See, LL127/2024, available at:  https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7020614&GUID=AF231786-4BAE-447A-B419-D4DE13931CE2&Options=ID|Text|&Search=1128] 

III. LEGISLATION
Proposed Int. No. 421-A
This bill makes technical edits to the Housing Maintenance Code that would allow ancillary dwelling units in cellars of one- and two-family dwellings, created as part of new construction, to be utilized as a rental unit, to be consistent with exemptions for ancillary dwelling units in cellars created in existing one- and two-family dwellings.
This bill would take effect immediately.

Proposed Int. No. 421-A
By Council Members P. Sanchez, Louis and Narcisse
..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the occupancy of cellar ancillary dwelling units in newly constructed one- and two-family dwellings
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
2

Section 1. Subdivision a of section 27-2087 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows: 
a. Cellar occupancy: 
1. No room in the cellar of a one- or two-family dwelling shall be rented [and no] except for the rental and use of an ancillary dwelling unit, as defined in section U102.1 of the New York city building code, that is located in a cellar and for which a certificate of occupancy or temporary certificate of occupancy has been issued.
2. No member of the family or families occupying the one- or two-family dwelling shall use [such] a room in the cellar for sleeping, eating, or cooking purposes, except that a secondary kitchen for accessory cooking may be located in the cellar.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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