Int. No. 376
By Council Members Torres and Salamanca
..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to establishing a bullying hotline for youth
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 30 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new section 737 to read as follows: 
§ 737. Bullying hotline. a. The commissioner, or such other individual, office or agency as the mayor may designate, shall establish a youth bullying hotline. Such hotline shall assist callers by: 

1. Providing general information about bullying prevention and other available resources;

2. Providing counseling to each individual caller, as necessary; and
3. Referring callers to relevant offices, agencies or approved organizations for further assistance, as necessary. 

b. Educational outreach. The commissioner, or such other individual, office or agency as the mayor may designate, shall engage in educational outreach to inform youth about the availability of the hotline created pursuant to subdivision a of this section. Such outreach shall include, but is not limited to, posting information about the hotline on the department’s website.
c. Confidentiality. Information received by the hotline created pursuant to subdivision a of this section shall be anonymous and confidential except to the extent required by any federal, state or other local law.  


§ 2. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law.
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