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By Council Members Joseph, Brewer, Ossé, Riley, Cabán, Schulman, Brannan, Stevens, Nurse, Sanchez, Banks, Hanif, Narcisse, Louis, Brooks-Powers, Rivera, Hudson, Hanks, Ayala, Lee and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)
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..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the provision of luggage to foster care youth  
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 9 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-925 to read as follows:
§ 21-925 Luggage for foster care youth. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Demographic information. The term “demographic information” means race or ethnicity, gender, community district, primary language, and any other category ACS deems relevant.
Luggage. The term “luggage” means a suitcase, duffel bag, backpack, or similar reusable container that is designed to hold an individual’s personal belongings and is not a disposable bag or trash bag.
b. ACS shall provide luggage to foster care youth who are: (1) entering foster care; (2) moving from one foster care placement to another; or (3) exiting foster care. Such luggage shall be provided in place of disposable bags.
c. No later than December 1 of each year, ACS shall submit a report to the mayor and the speaker of the council a report regarding the provision of luggage to foster care youth. Such report shall include, but need not be limited to, the following information:
1. The total number of foster care youth given luggage, in total and disaggregated by demographic information; 
2. To the extent there are foster care youth utilizing disposable bags to transport their belongings, the number of such foster care youth utilizing such disposable bags, in total and disaggregated by demographic information, and the reason they are utilizing such disposable bag; and 
3. The supply, cost, and inventory management procedures for ACS’s luggage supply. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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