MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to allowing the council to direct the landmarks preservation commission to hold a public hearing regarding a proposed designation.

TYPE OF LEGISLATION: Local Law

SPONSORED BY: Council Member Avella

REASONS FOR SUPPORT:  

The Council of the City of New York recognizes that the City is known throughout the world for its landmarks.  As the largest city in the nation, and as one of the oldest, the City’s landscape is characterized by a wealth of buildings and other structures that evoke an indelible sense of time and place, and that retain the aesthetic and cultural values of the society that created them. The Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) is the city agency responsible for identifying and designating properties within the five boroughs whose preservation will benefit present and future generations of New Yorkers.  Since its creation in 1965 the LPC has designated 1,119 individual landmarks, 83 historic districts, and 11 district extensions, totaling approximately 23,000 buildings. The LPC’s achievements are recognized and much appreciated. 

However, there is mounting concern amongst public officials, preservation groups, property owners, and others, that LPC’s identification procedures have been unresponsive to requests by the community to identify and review landmark worthy properties/districts.  LPC’s identification of landmark worthy properties/districts is an internal process and subsequent LPC landmark designations are only reviewed by the City Council after the public hearing process.  Therefore, no meaningful opportunity currently exists for the community, through the actions of the City Council, to be involved in the identification of potential landmark sites.  

This legislation seeks to give the community and the City Council more formal and direct involvement in the landmark identification and designation process and thereby continue to enhance LPC’s efforts to protect the many wonderful properties for which this city is known.

