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TITLE
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting the use of non-wood bats. 

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
Amends Title 10 by adding a new section 10-165.

On Monday, October 23, 2006, the Committee on Youth Services will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 341-A, which would amend the New York City Administrative Code with respect to prohibiting the use of non-wood bats. Advocates both for and against the prohibition of non-wood bats are expected to testify, including representatives from the Public Schools Athletic League, private schools and the baseball bat industry, as well as parents and other interested parties.  

Background


A previous hearing on this issue was held September 27, 2002. At that time, the Committee considered Int. No. 100, which would have prohibited the use of non-wood bats by minors.
 During this hearing, testimony was received regarding legislation that would prohibit any person from using non-wood bats in competitive baseball games in which minors are participants and which takes place in connection with a league operating in New York City. 


Proposed Int. No. 341-A, as amended and discussed below, would prohibit the use of non-wood bats in any competitive baseball game in which high school age children are participants and which involves the participation and/or sponsorship of a school. Advocates of the proposed legislation argue that the use of non-wood bats has introduced an unacceptable risk of injury into the game of baseball, and that such a risk is heightened in the field of competitive high school baseball, where there is an obvious increase in the hitting power of players. 


In 1998, the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) implemented the Ball-Exit-Speed-Ratio (BESR) standard, which reduced the maximum barrel diameter of a bat to 2.5-inches (3/8 of an inch reduction), implemented the “minus-3” rule on weight (the weight of a bat in ounces must be no more than 3 integers smaller than the length in inches), and lowered the limit on a bat’s moment-of-inertia. In 2001, the Baseball Rules Committee of the National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS), which establishes consistent standards and rules for competition across the country, approved the requirement (effective January 1, 2003) that a BESR certification mark be present on all non-wood bats at high school level games.
 Such a mark “denotes that non-wood bats have a maximum exit speed of 97 miles per hour (under a set of laboratory conditions) and they have met moment-of-inertia requirements, as well as a maximum diameter of the bat and a minus-3 differential between the length and weight of the bat.”
 The BESR standards were adopted in an effort to reduce the performance of non-wood bats so that such bats perform no better than the best wood bats.
 Both public and private schools in the City appear to adhere to standards adopted by the NFHS.
 Despite the actions of the NCAA and NFHS, there is still concern that aluminum bats are too dangerous to be used at high school and college levels. 
Proposed Int. No. 341-A


Proposed Int. No. 341-A would amend Title 10 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 10-165. 

Section one of the proposed local law would state the legislative findings and intent, noting that the trend toward the use of new high performance materials in the construction of metal baseball bats has dramatically increased the speed at which baseballs are propelled off bats. Such increase in speed has shortened the necessary reaction time needed by defensive players in the field, placing players in compromising and dangerous positions. The legislative findings would state that the use of non-wood bats places children, particularly those of high school age, at an unacceptable risk of injury.

Section two of Proposed Int. No. 341-A would amend Title 10 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 10-165. Subdivision a of  §10-165 would provide for the following definitions: 


1. “Competitive baseball game” would mean any organized baseball game at which a certified umpire officiates and which takes place in the city of New York. 


2. “High school age children” would mean persons older than thirteen years of age, but younger than eighteen years of age.


3. “School” would mean any public or private school which includes any grade nine through twelve and which is located in the city of New York. 


 4. “Non-wood bat” would mean any non-wood baseball bat made of metal, including, but not limited to, a bat made of aluminum, magnesium, scandium, titanium or any other alloy compound; provided, however, that a non-wood bat shall also include any composite, laminated or composite-coated wood bat that is not verified by test data showing that such bat performs, weighs and is balanced like a wood bat.

Pursuant to subdivision b of §10-165, the use of a non-wood bat would be prohibited in any competitive baseball game in which high school age children are participants and which involves the participation and/or sponsorship of a school. 


Section 3 of Proposed Int. No. 341-A would provide that this local law would take effect one hundred eighty days after enactment. 

� See Report of the Committee on Youth Services, September 27, 2002. 








� “Baseball Rules Committee Focuses on Clarification of Bat Standards and Sportsmanship During Pre-Game Practice,” NFHS, June 25, 2003, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nfhs.org" ��www.nfhs.org� (last accessed 10/18/06). 


� Id. 


� “U Mass-Lowell Lab Baseball’s High-Tech Arm,” The Boston Globe, August 24, 2006. 


� See, e.g., Public Schools Athletic League, “Baseball Rules and Regulations, 2006,” � HYPERLINK "http://222.psal.org" ��http://222.psal.org� (last accessed 10/18/06). 
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