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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing a grace period for certain parking violations.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new section 19-213 to title nineteen. 
INTRODUCTION


On November 16 2009, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 907.  Int. No. 907 would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York to establish a grace period for certain parking violations.  The Committee first heard this bill on February 25, 2009.
BACKGROUND
From July 2007 to July 2008, City traffic enforcement agents (“TEAs”) issued over 9.9 million parking tickets.
 Parking tickets have surged 42 percent since 2002 and the City has collected 64 percent more in fines over the same period.
 Additionally, during the Bloomberg Administration, the number of TEAs have increased by 793, to the current level of 2,529 agents.
 The increase in both number of violations issued and staff has resulted in allegations of overzealous ticketing.
 
Another factor adding to the increased ticketing is the elimination of the policy that granted drivers an informal grace period.
  The agents are currently instructed to use “common sense,” when issuing tickets.
  The City also now has the ability to adjudicate parking tickets faster.  In 2005, the Department of Finance introduced a settlement program to encourage quicker dispositions of violations by offering a lower fine in exchange for foregoing a hearing.

In Fiscal Year 2008, parking fines totaled over $624 million, lending credence to allegations that violations are being written to generate revenue for the City, instead of for maintaining traffic safety. Of the 9.9 million summonses, 276,000 were issued within five minutes of alternate-side parking regulations going into effect and 28,000 issued at the exact minute the regulation went into effect.
 
Several jurisdictions throughout the United States have implemented (temporarily in some cases) or are considering implementing a parking meter grace period, including Ann Arbor, Michigan;
 Santa Rosa, California;
 Montclair
 and Princeton, New Jersey;
 and Tempe, Arizona.
 In some of these instances, the grace period, which fluctuates between five and ten minutes, was created administratively, and in others, legislatively.
 

Int. No. 907 would provide a five minute grace period for motorists who park their vehicles at munimeters and on certain streets where parking is regulated by signs. 
ANALYSIS
Section one of Int. No. 907 would add a new section 19-213 of the Administrative Code entitled “Grace period.” Subdivision a of new section 19-213 would define the term “munimeter receipt” to mean the receipt showing the amount of parking time purchased that is dispensed by an electronic parking meter and must be displayed in a conspicuous place on a vehicle’s dashboard. 
Subdivision b of new section 19-213 would mandate that no notice of violation shall be issued for allegedly parking in excess of the allotted time displayed on a munimeter receipt or longer than the time period allowed by a sign posted by the department until five minutes after the time that such a violation occurs.
Section two of Int. No. 907 would provide that this local law take effect ninety days after it is enacted into law.
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..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing a grace period for certain parking violations.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Chapter two of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-213 to read as follows:

§19-213.  Grace period.  a.  For the purposes of this section, the term “munimeter receipt” shall mean the receipt showing the amount of parking time purchased that is dispensed by an electronic parking meter and must be displayed in a conspicuous place on a vehicle’s dashboard.
b.  No notice of violation shall be issued for allegedly parking in excess of the allotted time displayed on a munimeter receipt or longer than the time period allowed by a sign posted by the department until five minutes after the time that such a violation occurs.

§2.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after it is enacted.
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