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          1  COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY

          2                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE:  Welcome,

          3  everyone, to this hearing of the Public Safety

          4  Committee.

          5                 Today we are taking a veto override

          6  vote on what is known as the "Cell Phone Bill."

          7                 As everyone knows, the Mayor vetoed

          8  our bill, and today we will be overriding that veto

          9  out of the Public Safety Committee.

         10                 Before we move on to the vote, I want

         11  to quickly go to the sponsor of the bill, Council

         12  Member Lew Fidler, for a statement.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Thank you,

         14  Mr. Chairman. And I want to thank you for so quickly

         15  taking up this veto override, and for your support

         16  throughout on this bill.  On behalf of tens of

         17  thousands of parents who send their children to

         18  school every day with a cell phone out of a desire

         19  to see that in going to and coming home from school

         20  safely.

         21                 Some of you have the pleasure of

         22  knowing my son Harry.  My wife Robin and I send

         23  Harry to high school every day with a cell phone in

         24  violation of the rules.  We don't enjoy that.  Harry

         25  doesn't enjoy that, but in fact, when you have a
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          2  rule that doesn't make sense the safety of your

          3  child overrides any other consideration.

          4                 Harry takes two buses to get to

          5  school every day. Sometimes the buses don't run all

          6  that well in this city.  If he's late, we want to

          7  know why.  If he's  --  the buses aren't running, we

          8  want to be able to provide assistance, and in the

          9  case of an emergency, we want him to have an ability

         10  to reach out.  He doesn't use his phone in school.

         11  No one wants children to be using their phones in

         12  school and in class.

         13                 The policy ought to be, when a child

         14  arrives on the school grounds, their cell phone

         15  should be off and out of sight.  But going to and

         16  coming from school, having a cell phone is a

         17  necessity in this day.  There's no longer any such

         18  thing as pay phones.  In an emergency  --  some

         19  children in the City take over an hour going to and

         20  coming home from school every day, and it's time to

         21  recognize the reality of 2007.  Cell phones are part

         22  of society.

         23                 I know I've heard the argument that

         24  we didn't have cell phones when we were growing up,

         25  and my response to that simply is that my
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          2  grandmother didn't have a freezer when she was

          3  growing up.  It doesn't mean that technology doesn't

          4  march on and the improvements that come with it need

          5  to be recognized and used, and last, for those who

          6  say that the teachers will become cell phone

          7  bullies, I'm not without sympathy to that argument,

          8  except that it's not really an argument because in

          9  all schools that don't have metal detectors, and

         10  that's the vast majority, this change in policy will

         11  not effect how the policy in enforced. Students

         12  aren't frisked at the front door of their school to

         13  see if they have a cell phone at non- metal detector

         14  schools, and so a teacher is only called upon to

         15  enforce this rule if they see or hear a cell phone.

         16                 So if it were not unlawful for the

         17  cell phone to be on their person, if it was off and

         18  out of sight, there would be absolutely no change.

         19  This is not putting an extra burden on teachers or

         20  administrators.

         21                 Let's get behind a policy that we can

         22  all support, that we all stand behind, and foster

         23  some respect for a rule that is, in fact, going to

         24  keep our children safe.

         25                 I urge this committee to vote to
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          2  override the veto.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE:  Thank you,

          5  Council Member Fidler.  And this veto is coming out

          6  of the Public Safety Committee for a reason.  This

          7  is an issue regarding the safety of our children,

          8  the City Council's number one priority.

          9                 I am also the father of two girls who

         10  go to public school, and I deal with parents every

         11  day.  They are up in arms about this.  They want

         12  their children to be protected.  There is no reason

         13  to punish the good children by taking their cell

         14  phones away because you can't control a few bad

         15  children.  That sends a horrible message, and also

         16  does not keep our children as protected as they

         17  should be.

         18                 As Lew Fidler said, we've heard the

         19  argument that we didn't have cell phones when we

         20  were young, and that's true. And police did not have

         21  teflon-coated bullet-resistant vests either, but

         22  they have those now because you keep people,

         23  children, first responders, as protected as

         24  possible.

         25                 Cell phones allow us to do that, and
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          2  there is no reason to not allow our children to take

          3  them to and from school, not into class, not to be

          4  used in class, but to and from school.

          5                 I've also heard the arguments that

          6  the teachers will become police, which is ridiculous

          7  because if you can't stop a kid from cheating with a

          8  cell phone, then how are we going to expect someone

          9  to stop a kid from cheating with a cheat note, or

         10  any other way of cheating?  It's just a ridiculous

         11  argument. This really is the lazy mans way to police

         12  cell phones, which is just to ban all of them, and

         13  not allow the good children the protection they

         14  need.

         15                 My daughter started school yesterday,

         16  and one started today.  In two days, they've given

         17  my calls from the cell phones from the buses because

         18  of problems that I needed to know about.  One was

         19  supposed to take the bus home, but wound up not, and

         20  I was standing at the bus stop, but without the cell

         21  phone we would have had a problem.  The other just

         22  called this morning for me to alert her school that

         23  her bus was for some reason going to be a half hour

         24  late on the first day of school and I needed to let

         25  the school know that.

                                                            7

          1  COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY

          2                 So, these aren't perhaps the most

          3  important reasons in the world, but thank God for

          4  that.  If there was another safety problem, I want

          5  to know about it, as does every other parent.

          6                 We're joined today by Council Member

          7  Addabbo, Council Member Garodnick, Council Member

          8  Gentile, Council Member Fidler, who just spoke,

          9  Council Member Dilan, and Council Member Oddo.  We

         10  do have a quorum.

         11                 I am going to call the vote.

         12                 First we have to vote on M- 758,

         13  which is shall we accept and file the Mayor's veto

         14  message?  So on M- 758, please call the roll.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Vallone.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE:  Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Addabbo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO:  Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Dilan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  I vote aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gentile.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE:  Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Garodnick.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK:  Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Okay, that's six in

          4  the affirmative, no negatives, no abstentions.  M-

          5  758 is adopted.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE:  Thank you.

          7                 Now we shall vote of 351- A, and that

          8  question is shall Intro. 351- A pass, the objection

          9  of the Mayor notwithstanding, please call the roll.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Vallone.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE:  Again I'm proud

         12  as the chair of this committee that this committee

         13  is the one that is taking this action.  I'm proud of

         14  all our members here for being here on time, as

         15  usual because of this important issue, and for

         16  leading the way, the members of this committee for

         17  the Council to protect the children of this City,

         18  and I vote aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Addabbo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO:  I commend

         21  this committee for the work, and its chair on this

         22  issue, congratulations.  I vote aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gentile.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE:  Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Garodnick.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK:  Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Okay, that's six in

          8  the affirmative, no negatives, no abstentions,

          9  Intro. 351- A is re adopted.

         10                 Committee members please sign the

         11  reports.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE:  Thank you.

         14                 I know Melinda Katz did stop in a

         15  second ago. She's chairing next door.  Please hold

         16  the vote open for her.

         17                 Also Council Member Gennaro is at a

         18  dentist appointment, and will be here soon.  Council

         19  Member Yassky is on the way.

         20                 So, please hold the vote open for

         21  those who are on the way.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Okay, we're

         24  re-opening the vote on M-758.

         25                 Katz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  I vote aye on

          3  the override.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Intro. 351-A.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  I vote aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Thank you.

          7                 The vote now stands on M-758, seven

          8  in the affirmative, no negatives, no abstentions.

          9                 And Intro. 351-A, seven in the

         10  affirmative, no negatives, no abstentions.

         11                 M-758, Councilman Yassky.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  Aye to

         13  override.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Intro. 351- A,

         15  Yassky.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK:  The vote now stands

         18  at eight in the affirmative, no abstentions, no

         19  negatives.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 (Hearing concluded at 10:40 a.m.)
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