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INT. NO. 893:



By:  Council Member Spigner and Malave-Dilan; also Council Members Dear, Freed, Lopez and Wooten

TITLE:




To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to extending the renewal period for a plumbing license to two years, requiring continuing education for licensed master plumbers to re-new their license; defining what minor plumbing can be performed by non-licensed individuals and changes to certain permitting practices.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:

Amends title 26 by amending sections 26-137, 26-147, 26-150, respectively, and by adding a new section 26-150.1; and amends title 27 by amending 27-126, 27-175, 27-210, 27-919 and 27-921, respectively.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:

Today the Committee is conducting its first hearing on Int. No. 893.  In brief, this bill modifies the Administrative Code (“Admin. Code” or “the Code”) pertaining to the licensing of master plumbers, addresses the type of minor plumbing that can be performed by non-licensed individuals and provides for changes to certain permitting practices.  Notably, this bill extends the renewal period for a plumbing license from one year to two years and imposes continuing education requirements upon every licensed master plumber in order to renew his or her license.  The Committee welcomes testimony on the merits of this bill and expects to hear from representatives of the Department of Buildings, the plumbing industry and the real estate industry, respectively, as well as other members of the general public.

Int. No. 893:

Section one of the bill amends Admin. Code §26-137 by changing the renewal period for all master plumbers’ license from one year to two years, provided that the applicant submits his or her renewal application thirty days prior to the expiration of the license.

Bill section two amends section 26-147 of the Code by doubling the fees associated with a master plumber license.  The cost to renew such license was changed from $50 to $100 and the cost to renew a plate and seal for two years was raised from $75 to $150.

In keeping with this new licensing scheme, bill section three amends section 26-150 of the Code by extending the expiration of any certificate of competence issued for a master plumber license from one year to two years.

Bill section four adds a new section 26-150.1 to the Code which imposes new continuing education requirements upon licensed master plumbers which must be completed within the two year period immediately prior to the renewal date of the certificate holder.

Section five of the bill amends Admin. Code §27-126 to delineate the type of work that would not be considered a minor alteration and further expands upon the type of work that would be characterized as a minor alteration.

Bill section six amends section 27-175 of the Code to provide that when a plumbing permit is not obtainable, but work is conducted without a permit and the required permit is not obtained within 90 days of the approval of an alteration and repair slip, then the owner of the premises, where the work was conducted, would be responsible for the payment of any civil penalties issued pursuant to Admin. Code §26-212.1 for work conducted without a permit.  In addition, the formatting of this section has been conformed to parallel this part of the Code.

Bill section seven amends section 27-210 of the Code to provide that final inspections are required to be conducted upon the completion of work for which an inspection is required.

Section eight of the bill amends Admin. Code §27-919 to exempt minor alterations and ordinary repairs from inspection and testing requirements and further allows the Commissioner of Buildings to promulgate rules identifying the types of work that meet such exemption.

Bill section nine further allows the Commissioner of Buildings to promulgate rules identifying when the testing of plumbing systems or the testing of gas systems is not required.

Finally bill section ten provides that this local law shall take effect immediately upon enactment, except that the provisions of bill section four, pertaining to the imposition of continuing education requirements, would take effect one year after the enactment date.
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