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..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to access to doulas in New York City
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding new section 17-199.9 to read as follows:
§ 17-199.9 Access to doulas. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this title, “doula” means a trained professional who provides continuous physical, emotional and informational support to a pregnant person and the family before, during and shortly after childbirth.
b. The department shall establish a plan to provide access to doulas for pregnant people in the city. In establishing such plan, the department shall assess the needs of pregnant people and the availability of free and low-cost doulas to meet such needs. Information assessed shall include but not be limited to:

1. The demand for doulas in the city.

2. The number of doulas in the city and any appropriate qualifications.

3. The average cost of doula services, and whether or not such services may be covered by an existing health plan or benefit.
4. Existing city programs that provide doula services.

5. Areas or populations within the city in which residents experience disproportionately low access to doulas. 

6. Areas or populations within the city in which residents experience disproportionately high rates of maternal mortality.
7. The benefits associated with the use of doulas.

c. The department shall make recommendations to the council with respect to the expansion of doula programs, including free and low-cost programs, to pregnant people in the city. 

d. No later than January 1, 2019, and on or before January 1 every year thereafter, the department shall prepare and submit to the council and post on its website an annual plan for providing access to doula services to pregnant people who request such services. Such plan shall also identify obstacles to making such services available to all those who need them and any additional resources necessary to do so.

§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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