
Int. No. 140
By Council Members Greenfield, Chin, Constantinides, Espinal, Gentile, Gibson, Johnson, Koo, Levine, Reynoso, Richards, Torres, Van Bramer, Mendez, Rosenthal and Kallos
..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reducing speed limits and establishing slow zones.
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subdivision a of section 19-177 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:
§  19-177  Speed Limits; posting of signs; neighborhood slow zones; school slow zones. a. Except as otherwise provided by this subdivision, [The] the official speed limit for a vehicle in the city of New York shall be thirty miles per hour except for one-way highways under the jurisdiction of the commissioner with no more than one lane of through traffic, where the speed limit shall be twenty five miles per hour; or where an official sign indicates that a different speed limit is in effect.  The commissioner shall designate such highways on or before the effective date of this section.  For purposes of this section, “highway” shall have the same meaning as in section one hundred eighteen of the vehicle and traffic law.
§ 2. Section 19-177 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add new subdivisions d, e and f to read as follows:
        d. (1)  The commissioner shall establish neighborhood slow zones in which speed limits of twenty miles per hour apply on or along designated highways and in which other traffic calming measures are implemented.  The commissioner shall establish seven such non-contiguous slow zones, which shall contain not less than five blocks per zone, annually.  For purposes of this subdivision, "traffic calming measures" shall mean any physical engineering measure or measures that reduce the negative effects of motor vehicle use, alter driver behavior and improve conditions for non-motorized street users such as pedestrians and bicyclists.  
                 (2) Should the commissioner determine that fewer than seven neighborhood slow zones will be established annually, the commissioner shall inform the mayor and the speaker of the council in writing of such determination and the reason therefore.
e. (1) The commissioner shall establish school slow zones in which speed limits of not less than fifteen nor more than twenty miles per hour apply for a distance of one thousand three hundred twenty feet from a school entrance or exit abutting the highway; provided, however, that the commissioner may reduce such distance if such speed limit for such entire distance would, in the commissioner’s judgment, endanger the safety of motorists or pedestrians or not be consistent with the department’s guidelines.  The commissioner shall establish such school slow zones for fifty schools annually.  For purposes of this subdivision, the term “school” shall have the same meaning as in section 19-189 of this title.  
(2) After evaluating every school in the city for the establishment of such school slow zones, the commissioner shall inform the mayor and the speaker of the council in writing and shall continue to evaluate the need to establish school slow zones for any school created after such notice is given.
f. Commencing on or before February 1, 2015, and annually thereafter, the commissioner shall provide a report to the mayor and speaker of the council, and shall post on the department’s website, a report listing the location of all neighborhood slow zones and school slow zones established pursuant to this section, and all highways where the speed limit has been designated by the commissioner as twenty five miles per hour pursuant to subdivision a of this section. 

§ 3. Effect of invalidity; severability. If any section, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase or other portion of this local law is, for any reason, declared unconstitutional or invalid, in whole or in part, by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed severable, and such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this local law, which remaining portions shall continue in full force and effect.


§ 4. This local law shall take effect one hundred eighty days after its enactment into law. 
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