Int. No. 293

By Council Members James, Fidler, Foster, Gentile, Koppell, Liu, Mark-Viverito, Martinez, Monserrate, Nelson, Sanders Jr., Sears, Stewart, Weprin, White Jr. and Gonzalez

..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to making applications for Child Health Plus available in public schools and day care centers.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Section 17-183 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision b to read as follows:

§17-183 Publication and dissemination of public health insurance program options.  a.  The department shall develop a pamphlet containing information regarding the availability of public health insurance programs. At a minimum, such pamphlet shall include: (i) the name and a brief description of each public health insurance program available to New York city residents; and (ii) appropriate telephone numbers to obtain enrollment information for such programs. Such pamphlet shall be produced annually and shall be printed in multiple languages, including, but not limited to, English, Spanish, Chinese, Russian, Yiddish, Korean, and Haitian-Creole, and shall be made available to any member of the public upon request.

b.  The department shall ensure that applications for Child Health Plus are provided to the department of education in sufficient quantity to enable the department of education to satisfy the requirements of section 1069(b) of the New York city charter.  The department shall also ensure that applications for Child Health Plus are provided to all day care centers in sufficient quantity to enable such day care centers to satisfy the requirements of section 1069.1 of the New York city charter.  For the purposes of this subdivision, “day care center” shall mean any child day care facility operating in New York city that is required to obtain a license from, or to register with, the department pursuant to section 47.05 of the New York city health code and/or the New York state department of social services pursuant to section 390 of the New York state social services law.

§2.  Subdivisions a and b of section 1069 of the New York city charter are amended to read as follows:
§ 1069 Access to public insurance coverage information. a. Pursuant to the provisions of this section, each agency designated as a participating agency under the provisions of this section shall implement and administer a program of distribution of the public health insurance program options pamphlet published by the department of health and mental hygiene pursuant to section 17-183 of the administrative code of the city of New York. The following offices are hereby designated as participating agencies: the administration for children’s services, the [board] department of education, the city clerk, the commission on human rights, the department for the aging, the department of correction, the department of employment, the department of homeless services, the department of housing preservation and development, the department of juvenile justice, the department of health and mental hygiene, the department of probation, the department of social services/human resources administration, the taxi and limousine commission, the department of youth and community development, the office to combat domestic violence, and the office of immigrant affairs; provided, however, that the department of health and mental hygiene, as it deems appropriate, may designate additional agencies to be participating agencies. 
b. Participating agencies shall be required to: (i) distribute such public health insurance program options pamphlet to all persons requesting a written application for services, renewal or recertification of services or request for a change of address relating to the provision of services by such agency; provided, however, that this section shall not apply to services that must be provided to prevent actual or potential danger to the life, health or safety of any individual or to the public; (ii) include a public health insurance program options pamphlet with any agency communication sent through the United States mail for the purpose of supplying an individual with a written application for services, renewal or recertification of services or with a request for a change of address form relating to the provision of services by such agency; and (iii) provide an opportunity for an individual requesting a written application for services, renewal or recertification for services or change of address form relating to the provision of services by such agency via the Internet to request a public health insurance program options pamphlet, and provide such pamphlet, by United States mail or an Internet address where such pamphlet may be viewed or downloaded, to any person who indicates via the Internet that they wish to be sent a public health insurance program options pamphlet; provided, however, that the taxi and limousine commission shall only be required to distribute the public health insurance program options pamphlet to those persons applying for or renewing a driver’s license or vehicle license as those terms are defined in section 19-502 of this code; and provided further, that the [board] department of education shall be required only to ensure that the public health insurance program options pamphlet is distributed to those individuals who appear in person to register a child in the public school system, and is distributed along with the application for Child Health Plus provided to it by the department of health and mental hygiene pursuant to subdivision b of section 17-183 of the administrative code of the city of New York.  The department of education shall also be required to ensure that the public health insurance options pamphlet and applications for Child Health Plus are made available to parents and/or guardians in the main or central office of all schools under its jurisdiction throughout the school year.
§3.  The New York city charter is amended by adding a new section 1069.1 to read as follows:

§1069.1 Distribution of Child Health Plus applications in day care centers.  Each day care center shall be required to distribute the application for Child Health Plus provided to it by the department of health and mental hygiene pursuant to subdivision b of section 17-183 of the administrative code of the city of New York to those individuals who appear in person to register a child in such day care center.  Day care centers shall also be required to ensure that applications for Child Health Plus are made available to parents and/or guardians on the premises of such centers throughout the year.  For the purposes of this section, “day care center” shall mean any child day care facility operating in New York city that is required to obtain a license from, or to register with, the department of health and mental hygiene pursuant to section 47.05 of the New York city health code and/or the New York state department of social services pursuant to section 390 of the New York state social services law.

§4.  This local law shall take effect on July 1, 2006.
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