[bookmark: _GoBack]Staff: Committee on Sanitation & Solid Waste Management
Morganne Barrett, Legislative Counsel
Ricky Chawla, Senior Legislative Policy Analyst
Dirk Spencer PhD, Legislative Policy Analyst
Tanveer Singh, Finance Analyst
Reese Hirota, Data Scientist


[image: ]






THE NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL
Andrea Vazquez, Legislative Director

COMMITTEE REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION
Brad Reid, Deputy Director

COMMITTEE ON SANITATION & SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT
Hon. Shaun Abreu, Chair

June 30, 2025
	

PROPOSED INT. NO. 3-A 	By Council Members Abreu, Lee, Williams, Nurse, Brooks-Powers, Restler, Stevens, Gennaro, Gutiérrez, Hudson, Bottcher, Ung, Zhuang, Louis, Brewer, Avilés, Schulman, Salamanca, Farías, Narcisse, Cabán and Vernikov
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ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Amends Section 16-128



I. INTRODUCTION

On June 30th, 2025, the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management (the “Committee”), chaired by Council Member Shaun Abreu, will vote on Int. No. 3, sponsored by Council Member Shaun Abreu. The Committee previously heard Int. No. 3 at a hearing on May 1, 2024, where it received testimony from representatives of the Department of Sanitation (“DSNY”), and interested members of the public.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  More information about this legislation can be accessed online at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6500675&GUID=D4DAF656-9F32-4375-B1D9-3391FA3225D6&Options=Advanced&Search=. ] 


II. LEGISLATION
PROPOSED INT. NO. 3-A
Under state law, a vehicle may be considered “abandoned” if it meets one of the following criteria: (1) it is left on a public right of way with no license plates for more than 6 hours, (2) it is left for more than 24 hours on a public right of way where parking is not permitted, (3) it is left for more than 48 hours in a public parking spot where the parking has since become illegal, or (4) it is left for more than 96 hours on private property without permission.[footnoteRef:2] Certain abandoned vehicles can also be considered “derelict” if they do not have affixed license plates and are  of a wholesale value, taking into consideration the condition of the vehicle, of $1250 or less.[footnoteRef:3]  [2:  New York Vehicle and Traffic Law § 1224(1). ]  [3:  See New York Vehicle and Traffic Law § 1224(2). Note that recently-enacted state legislation will increase the $1250 wholesale value figrue to $2250 effective November 5, 2025. See Chap. 58/2025, Part. D.] 

Under the Administrative Code, vehicles that meet the criteria for “abandoned” but not “derelict” under state law are eligible to be towed by the NYPD’s Rotation Tow Program.  However, the Administrative Code does not expressly state which agency should handle derelict vehicle removals.
Proposed Int. No. 3-A would clarify that the Department of Sanitation is the agency responsible for the removal of derelict vehicles. In addition, the bill would replace several outdated references to the Board of Estimate in section 16-128 of the Administrative Code with references to the Commissioner of Sanitation and make other technical corrections.
This local law would take effect 120 days after it becomes law. 

















	Proposed Int. No. 3-A
 
By Council Members Abreu, Lee, Williams, Nurse, Brooks-Powers, Restler, Stevens, Gennaro, Gutiérrez, Hudson, Bottcher, Ung, Zhuang, Louis, Brewer, Avilés, Schulman, Salamanca, Farías, Narcisse, Cabán and Vernikov
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to removal of derelict vehicles
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subdivisions b and c of section 16-128 of the administrative code of the city of New York are amended to read as follows:
b. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the department shall be responsible for the removal of any abandoned vehicle described by subdivision 2 of section 1224 of the vehicle and traffic law from any street.
c. The [board of estimate shall set forth, in such regulations, the procedures to be followed by the] commissioner shall adopt rules relating to:
1. [the] The leasing of yards for storage of property removed under the authority of this section;
2. [notification] Notification to the owner of the property removed, if such owner is ascertainable, that the property is being held by the commissioner;
3. [redemption] Redemption, by the owner, of the property removed;
4. [reimbursement] Reimbursement, by the owner, of the expenses of removal incurred by the commissioner;
5. [the] The sale, by the commissioner, of the property held by [him or her] the commissioner;
6. [the] The keeping of records and accounts, the transmission of such records to the comptroller, and the transmission of funds collected to the commissioner of finance; and
7. [such] Such other [regulations] rules as the [board of estimate] commissioner may deem necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.
[c. Such regulations shall not become effective until adopted by the board of estimate and filed, by the secretary of such board, with the city clerk, pursuant to section eleven hundred five of the charter.]
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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