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THE COUNCIL
BRIEFING PAPER OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

Robert Newman, Legislative Director
COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

Hon. Helen Diane Foster, Chairperson

        December 10, 2008

         

 “Street Co-naming December 10, 2008”
Proposed Int. No. 877-A
By Council Members Addabbo, Avella, Baez, Comrie, Dickens, Gennaro, Gentile, Gerson, Gonzalez, Ignizio, Jackson, James, Liu, Mark-Viverito, McMahon, Monserrate, Nelson, Oddo, Recchia, Jr., Seabrook, Sears, Vacca, Vann and Yassky
Title:                            
In relation to the naming of 49 thoroughfares and public places, Barbara’s Way, Borough of Queens, Firefighter Thomas A. Casoria Way, Borough of Queens, Rev. Marcello J. Latona Street, Borough of Queens, Reverend Jessie Woodhouse Place, Borough of the Bronx, Reverend Gene McGhee Street, Borough of Queens, James Brown Way, Borough of Manhattan, Zora Neale Hurston Place, Borough of Manhattan, Samuel J. Battle Plaza, Borough of Manhattan, Ella Baker Terrace, Borough of Manhattan, Drs. Kenneth B. and Mamie Phipps Clark Place, Borough of Manhattan, Charles Hamilton Houston Boulevard, Borough of Manhattan, Billie Holiday Place, Borough of Manhattan, Mother Mary Louis Way, Borough of Queens, Richard Sherry Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Lorenzo Da Ponte Way, Borough of Manhattan, Police Officer Louis Martinez Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Angel Luis Gautier Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Reverend Arthur William Thomas Crayton, Jr. Drive, Borough of Brooklyn, James “Pop” Colon Way, Borough of Staten Island, Police Officer Edmund F. Lewis Way, Borough of Staten Island, Count Basie Place, Borough of Manhattan, Paul Robeson Boulevard, Borough of Manhattan, Reverend Dr. Alfloyd Alston Way, Borough of Manhattan, A. Philip Randolph Boulevard, Borough of Manhattan, Shawn Powell Place, Borough of Brooklyn, Corporal Julian Alberto Ramon Avenue, Borough of Queens, Patsy Lancieri Way, Borough of Manhattan, Granite Athletic Club Way, Borough of Staten Island, Augustinian Academy Way, Borough of Staten Island, Michael “Tiger” Heaney Street, Borough of Staten Island, Michael Fischetti Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Mother Maria J. Fisher Way, Borough of Brooklyn, William E. Rios Circle, Borough of Staten Island, Turid S. Brandt Road, Borough of Staten Island, Kim Magrone Courtney Place, Borough of Staten Island, Robert “Mr. Lou” Williams Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Marcus Garvey Square, Borough of the Bronx, Corporal Jonathan Rivadeneira Corner, Borough of Queens, Martin Gold Place, Borough of the Bronx, Michael Cotter Sr. Place, Borough of the Bronx, Larry Lusk Way, Borough of the Bronx, Syl Williamson Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Shirley Chisholm Place, Borough of Brooklyn, Dr. Susan Smith McKinney-Steward Place, Borough of Brooklyn, Damon S. Allen Place, Borough of Brooklyn, Rev. Dr. William A. Jones Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Mike Lee Corner, Borough of Brooklyn, Reverend Manuel T. Sanchez Corner, Borough of Brooklyn and renaming one thoroughfare in the Borough of Manhattan, River Terrace, and to amend the official map of the city of New York accordingly and the repeal of sections 12, 31, 32 and 38 of local law number 48 for the year 2008, section 59 of local law number 6 for the year 2003 and section 1 of local law number 55 for the year 2008.
Comment:

On December 10, 2008, the Committee on Parks and Recreation will hold a hearing to consider a bill renaming thoroughfares and public places.  The Council acts upon the authority granted in subdivision (b) of section 25-102.1 of the New York City Administrative Code which states:


b. Unless the local law specifically provides otherwise, any local law

  
    changing  the  name of a street, park, playground or portion thereof, or

  
    any facility or structure, located and laid out on the  city  map,  that

 
    bears a name indicated on the city map shall not be construed to require

  
    a  change  in  such  name  as it is indicated on the city map; provided,

 
    however, that in the case of a local law changing the name of  a  street

  
    or  portion thereof, the name added by such local law shall be posted on

  
    a sign placed adjacent to or near a sign bearing the name of such street

  
    or portion thereof indicated on the city map.

 


The following street name changes are not to be construed as a change in the City 

Map, but as additional names to be posted near or adjacent to the street or location 

indicated on the City Map.

Section 1. Barbara’s Way 

Introduced by Council Member Addabbo

Died October 14, 2007  

Barbara Eisenstadt was a longtime community activist in the Rockaways.  Throughout her life she was honored by the City Council, the Rockaway Chamber of Commerce, the 100 Precinct Community Council and the Queens Borough President for her involvement in the Rockaway Music And Art Council and president of the National Council of Jewish Women and the Friends of Rock Hall Museum.  She was also an officer of the Neponsit Property Owners Association, the Peninsula Hospital Center Auxiliary, the Belle Harbor Garden Club and the Cornell Cemetery Corporation.
Section 2. Firefighter Thomas A. Casoria Way 

Introduced by Council Member Avella

Died September 11, 2001  
Thomas A. Casoria was a firefighter who was tragically killed in the line of duty on September 11, 2001.

Section 3. Rev. Marcello J. Latona Street
Introduced by Council Member Avella
Father Latona was very dedicated to the College Point and Whitestone communities.  He was an honorary Chaplain for the New York City Fire Department as well as the Knights of Columbus.  In addition, he was the founder of the Italian Tradition Lodge of the Order of the Sons of Italy.
Section 4. Reverend Jessie Woodhouse Place
Introduced by Council Member Baez
September 11, 1908 – January 9, 2008  
Pastor Woodhouse received many certificates and awards for her dedication and commitment to the church and her community. She is responsible for forming the First Bible Church of the Lord’s Mission and the Woodhouse Bible School for religious education.
Section 5. Reverend Gene McGhee Street 
Introduced by Council Member Comrie
Died September 2, 2007

Reverend McGhee was 61 at the time of his death on September 2, 2007.  For more than 30 years, Reverend McGhee was pastor of The Bethlehem Church of God in Christ.  In such position, Reverend McGhee performed numerous charitable endeavors.

Section 6. James Brown Way 
Introduced by Council Member Dickens 
1933-2006

James Brown was one of the top musical artists of the 20th Century.  In addition to a myriad of R & B and pop hits, Mr. Brown’s 1963 album “Live at the Apollo” went to Number 2 on Billboard’s album chart, and became the first pop LP to sell one million copies.  This album reaffirmed Harlem’s Apollo Theater as one of the premier arts venues in the nation.  Mr. Brown received numerous awards during his life.  Mr. Brown won three Grammy awards, including a lifetime achievement award in 1992.  He was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1986.  Mr. Brown received a Kennedy Center honor in 2003.  Mr. Brown also was involved in important social issues.  He was credited in 1968 for keeping Boston calm following the assassination of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. by performing a concert the day after Dr. King’s assassination.  In addition, during the late 1990’s, when school killings were sweeping the nation, Mr. Brown became outspoken in his opposition to school violence, even recording a song to decry school violence.

Section 7. Zora Neale Hurston Place 
Introduced by Council Member Dickens

January 7, 1891 – January 28, 1960 
Zora Neale Hurston was an African-American folklorist and author during the time of the Harlem Renaissance and is best known as a leader of the Harlem Renaissance, her multifaceted use of ethnographic studies and for her 1937 novel, “Their Eyes Were Watching God.”

Section 8. Samuel J. Battle Plaza 
Introduced by Council Member Dickens
January 16, 1883 – August 7, 1966

Samuel J. Battle was the first African-American appointed to the NYPD in 1911.  He served the 38th Precinct in Harlem for many years and became the first African-American to be become Sergeant in 1926, and later on became the first African-American Lieutenant in 1935.
Section 9. Ella Baker Terrace
Introduced by Council Member Dickens
December 13, 1903 – December 13, 1986

Ella Baker, a long time resident of Harlem, organized the 1960 meeting out of which the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) arose and was a coordinator of the Freedom Riders.  Her ideas on group-centered organizing and direct action largely influenced the philosophy of participatory democracy put forth by Students for a Democratic Society.  She also helped organize the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP).

Section 10. Drs. Kenneth B. and Mamie Phipps Clark Place
Introduced by Council Member Dickens
Drs. Kenneth B. and Mamie Phipps Clark were a husband and wife team of African-American psychologists who founded the Northside Center for Child Development in Harlem and the organization Harlem Youth Opportunities Unlimited (HARYOU).

Section 11. Charles Hamilton Houston Boulevard 
Introduced by Council Member Dickens

September 3, 1895 – April 22, 1950

Charles Hamilton Houston, a former resident of Harlem, was the great legal mind who played a critical role in dismantling the Jim Crow Laws of many states.  He is credited with establishing Civil Rights Law as a discrete field of study and practice.  He was the first black editor of the Harvard Law Review and as Leader of the Howard University School of Law was responsible for its evolution from a night school into being fully accredited and respected by the ABA and the American Association of University Law Schools.

Section 12. Billie Holiday Place
Introduced by Council Member Dickens
April 7, 1915 – July 17, 1959  
Billie Holiday was an American singer, who began her musical career in Harlem, known equally for her difficult life and her emotive, poignant singing voice.  She is generally considered one of the greatest jazz voices of all time.  She is often cited as an example to the black and gay communities, both which admire her early efforts to stand up for equal rights and to speak against discrimination and racism.

Section 13. Mother Mary Louis Way 
Introduced by Council Member Gennaro
1852 – May 22, 1932  
Mother Mary Louis was elected Superior General of her religious community, the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph out of about 300 sisters in that order and was placed in charge of three institutions, twenty-four parochial schools and three high schools.  Under her leadership, the growth and progress of the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph was very successful with an increase to 1,100 members.

Section 14. Richard Sherry Way 
Introduced by Council Member Gentile
Died April 24, 2008  
Richard Sherry served as a New York City Firefighter for over thirty years and was an active union leader for members of the FDNY.  He was very active in his community, participating in the 68th Precinct Youth Council for over 15 years by serving as a coach, indoor soccer commissioner, baseball director and treasurer.

Section 15. Lorenzo Da Ponte Way 
Introduced by Council Member Gerson
March 10, 1749 – August 17, 1838  
Lorenzo Da Ponte was a very important contributor to the cultural history of New York City.  He was born in Italy and became the first professor of Italian at Columbia University.  He helped establish Italian opera in New York City.
Section 16. Police Officer Louis Martinez Way 
Introduced by Council Member Gonzalez
Died August 9, 2006
Louis Martinez worked for Highway 2 on the Belt Parkway for 18 years and was a martial arts instructor in his community.  He tragically drowned in Lake Meade while on vacation with several friends and family members.

Section 17. Angel Luis Gautier Way 
Introduced by Council Member Gonzalez
December 28, 1947 – November 25, 1999
Angel Luis Gautier was killed in the line of duty providing passenger service to the people of the City.  For over 20 years, he conducted his duties as a Bus Operator with honor, dignity and pride along with a loving demeanor.  He was also a proud member of the Transport Workers Union-Local 100, he served his country as a member of the United States Army in Vietnam, and was devoted to his family, friends and co-workers.

Section 18. Reverend Arthur William Thomas Crayton, Jr. Drive 
Introduced by Council Member Gonzalez
September 21, 1929 – July 18, 2005  
Reverend Arthur William Thomas Crayton, Jr. was a Baptist Minister of Mount Ollie Baptist Church where he also served on the Usher Board, Junior and Senior Deacon Board and was a member of the Choir.  He served as a Pastor for 35 years at Calvary Baptist Church of Red Hook and was commended by former Brooklyn Borough President Howard Golden for his outstanding contributions to the Brooklyn community.

Section 19. James “Pop” Colon Way 
Introduced by Council Member Ignizio

James Colon was a Korean War veteran who served in the United States Navy from 1951-1954.  He served as a decorated member of the FDNY for more than 30 years, completing his career as a Fire Marshal.  His work at local Staten Island firehouses, as well as other throughout the City proved his dedication to the safety of others, whether he was on the job or off.

Section 20. Police Officer Edmund F. Lewis Way 
Introduced by Council Member Ignizio
Edmund F. Lewis was killed by a drunk driver at the age of 29.  He was a Police Officer for almost 9 years and volunteered at Ground Zero for many weeks after the attacks.  He was very dedicated to the people of the City of New York.

Section 21. Count Basie Place 
Introduced by Council Member Jackson
August 21, 1904 – April 26, 1984
Count Basie lived for part of his life at 555 Edgecombe Avenue at 160th Street, was a musician and band leader of world renown.  Mr. Basie’s prominence, which began in the big band era of the 1930’s and ‘40’s, continued up until the time of his death.

Section 22. Paul Robeson Boulevard 
Introduced by Council Member Jackson
April 9, 1898 – January 23, 1976
Mr. Robeson was a long time resident of Harlem.  He was a renowned actor and singer of the 1920’s and 1930’s.  Mr. Robeson was an outspoken defender of civil liberties and civil rights.  He was also a star athlete and accomplished student at Rutgers University, where he was All-American and valedictorian.  Mr. Robeson was enshrined in 1995 in the College Football Hall of Fame.  Mr. Robeson was blacklisted during the McCarthy era for speaking out favorably of the Soviet Union.

Section 23. Reverend Dr. Alfloyd Alston Way 
Introduced by Council Member Jackson
Reverend Dr. Alfloyd Alston founded the Antioch Baptist Church.  Reverend Alston, in 1996, established a business that sold prepared food, B.B.Q. King in Harlem, which works toward community development and job creation for local residents.  Through his ministry and active participation in civic life, he gave comfort and assistance to many Harlem residents.

Section 24. A. Philip Randolph Boulevard 
Introduced by Council Member Jackson
April 15, 1889 – May 16, 1979

A. Philip Randolph was a longtime Harlem resident and a long time labor and civil rights leader.  Mr. Randolph was a leader in the anti-segregation movement. 

Section 25. Shawn Powell Place 
Introduced by Council Member James
Died September 11, 2001
Shawn Powell was appointed to the FDNY on October 14, 1996 and was assigned to Engine Company 207 in Brooklyn.  He tragically died in the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001.
Section 26. Corporal Julian Alberto Ramon Avenue 
Introduced by Council Member Liu
Died July 20, 2006
Marine Corporal Ramon was killed in Iraq on July 20, 2006.  At the time of his death, Corporal Ramon was on his second tour of duty Iraq.  He had lived at 137-60 45th Avenue since immigrating to the United States from Colombia at the age of 4.  He attended P.S. 24, I.S. 237 and John Bowne High School.  He enlisted in the Marines right after high school and gave his life for his country.

Section 27. Patsy Lancieri Way 

Introduced by Council Member Mark-Viverito
Patsy Lancieri was the founder and long time proprietor of Patsy’s Pizzeria, an East Harlem landmark that opened in 1933.  Over the years, Mr. Lancieri donated food from his restaurant to many community groups and entities, including “Each One Teach One”, “Youth Education Through Sports”, and the Manhattan Science Center. Patsy’s restaurant is considered as the leader and originator of the family style pizza restaurant and has been for the last 74 years.
Section 28. Granite Athletic Club Way 
Introduced by Council Member McMahon

The Granite Athletic Club was formed in 1934 at Richmond Avenue and Forest Avenue.  The Club raises money and then uses the money to sponsor athletic teams, including men’s and young girl’s softball teams, football, and men’s and women’s bowling teams.

Section 29. Augustinian Academy Way 
Introduced by Council Member McMahon
Augustinian Academy was Staten Island’s first Catholic High School founded in 1899.  The school closed in 1969 and later operated as a retreat house until 1985.  Finally, the building was abandoned in 1989 and had to be demolished in 2006 due to years of abandonment, vandalism and fire damage.

Section 30. Michael “Tiger” Heaney Street 
Introduced by Council Member McMahon
Died June 2008

Michael “Tiger” Heaney served as a specialist 4th class during the Vietnam War from 1966 to 1969 receiving the Purple Heart and Sharpshooter (Rifles) medals.  Later, he became a plumber with the City Department of Transportation working at Rikers Island and with the Staten Island Ferry system for 30 years.  He was also a member of the Staten Island Chapter of Vietnam Veterans, a coach in the Staten Island slow pitch Softball League and a parishioner of the former St. John the Baptist de la Salle R.C. Church.  

Section 31. Michael Fischetti Way 
Introduced by Council Member Nelson
August 31, 1940 – February 4, 2008
Michael Fischetti was a lifelong resident of Brooklyn who was very involved in his community.  He owned a local business, M&M Meats, providing the community with great food and affordable prices.  He started the Guardians of Hydrocephalus Research Foundation after his son was diagnosed with Hydrocephalus.  He helped fund medical expenses for underprivileged children and families and went so far as to bring a child from Trinidad to New York to receive medical attention.
Section 32. Mother Maria J. Fisher Way 
Introduced by Council Member Nelson
Mother Maria J. Fisher led the struggle to construct the first Baptist Church in Sheepshead Bay in 1899. Being an extremely religious woman and well respected for the religious services she held at an empty lot at East 15th Street and Avenue X, she attracted the attention of a wealthy entrepreneur who would be able to provide her church mission with the two lots needed to construct a church.  After approval, the church was built.
Section 33. William E. Rios Circle 
Introduced Council Member Oddo
William E. Rios was killed by a stray gunshot in Castleton Corners.  He completed trade school at the New York School of Seamanship in Mariners Harbor and worked seasonally for the United Parcel Service and during the summer of 2007, worked with youth in Harlem as a counselor for the New York City Housing Authority.
Section 34. Turid S. Brandt Road 
Introduced by Council Member Oddo
September 3, 1949 – May 7, 2006
Turid S. Brandt worked for the Social Security Administration from 1967 – 1990.  Shortly after her retirement, she began volunteering at P.S. 54 serving as PTA president.  She started the Reading for Life Program and the Valentines Dance enriching the lives of the students.  

Section 35. Kim Magrone Courtney Place 
Introduced by Council Member Oddo
May 18, 1967 – February 8, 2007.  
Kim Magrone Courtney passed away on February 8, 2007. She was a dedicated member of the Friends and Families of the Children’s Cancer Fund of New York University Hospital. 

Section 36. Robert “Mr. Lou” Williams Way 
Introduced by Council Member Recchia, Jr.
October 15, 1943 – November 13, 2007
Robert “Mr. Lou” Williams was very dedicated to the Coney Island community.  He served as a mentor, teacher and friend for over 40 years dedicating his life to enriching the lives of the youth of Coney Island.  He has had a direct positive impact on the lives of basketball greats Quincy Douby, Jamel Thomas and Stephon Marbury, whom he coached and mentored.
Section 37. Marcus Garvey Square 
Introduced by Council Member Seabrook
August 17, 1887 – June 10, 1940

Marcus Garvey was a Black Nationalist leader who created the “Back to Africa” movement in the United States.  In Jamaica, he founded the Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) and the African Communities League.  He settled in New York City in 1916, incorporating the UNIA and started a weekly newspaper, the Negro World.  He encouraged African-Americans to be proud of their race and preached their return to Africa.
Section 38. Corporal Jonathan Rivadeneira Corner 
Introduced by Council Members Sears and Monserrate
Died September 14, 2007

Corporal Jonathan Rivadeneira was a medic in the United States Army and was killed in a road-side bombing on September 14, 2007, while on patrol 60 miles north of Baghdad.
Section 39. Martin Gold Place 
Introduced by Council Member Vacca
Martin Gold was a longtime Bronx activist.  Several times a month, he would repaint mailboxes that had been vandalized by graffiti and always valued quality of life issues.  He also was a senior activist on behalf of senior citizens and would advocate on behalf of the senior community to federal, state and city officials.
Section 40. Michael Cotter Sr. Place 
Introduced by Council Member Vacca
Michael Cotter Sr. was very committed to his community, church family and friends.  He served as Treasurer of Mt. St. Michael School and President of the Father’s Guild where he organized events and raised money for the school.  He coached many in the Astor Little League and also proudly volunteered to patrol his neighborhood through the Chester Civic Association.
Section 41. Larry Lusk Way 
Introduced by Council Member Vacca
Larry Lusk was the proprietor of a candy store known as L.M. Stationery, opposite P.S. 12.  For a generation, the store served as an informal community gathering spot for neighborhood residents, who discussed civic activities and neighborhood news.  The young people of the community came to regard it as their place, often gathering there after school to buy candy, enjoy a fountain drink and to exchange baseball cards.  From the 1940’s through to the late 1960’s, Mr. Lusk’s establishment was a focal point of community activity and a safe haven for local children.

Section 42. Syl Williamson Way 
Introduced by Council Member Vann
Syl Williamson was a longtime community activist, a businessman and an African-American Historian. He was considered an inspiration to young people in his community.
Section 43. Shirley Chisholm Place 
Introduced by Council Member Vann

Shirley Chisholm was an outstanding teacher and leader in the community who was elected to the New York State Assembly and then became the first African-American woman elected to the United States House of Representatives.  She championed the rights of minorities, women and veterans during her numerous terms in the State Assembly and Congress.

Section 44. Dr. Susan Smith McKinney-Steward Place 
Introduced by Council Member Vann
Dr. Susan Smith McKinney-Steward was Brooklyn’s first African-American woman doctor and she maintained an office at 808 Prospect Place for ten years.  She made great strides in the provision of health care related services to members of the community during these years and after her office relocated.

Section 45. Damon S. Allen Place 
Introduced by Council Member Vann
Damon S. Allen was a young New York City Department of Sanitation employee and local hero who saved a child who had to jump from a fire fatal to others.  He was senselessly murdered in September 2006, following the West Indian American Carnival Association’s celebration while attempting to diffuse a fight that had erupted among a group of men.

Section 46. Rev. Dr. William A. Jones Way 
Introduced by Council Member Vann
February 24, 1934 – February 4, 2006
Rev. Dr. William A. Jones was one of the first African-American students to graduate with honors and receive a Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Kentucky.  He went on to receive his Master’s from Crozer Theological Seminary.  He went on to preach in many places throughout America and other continents as well.  He also published his writings such as God In The Ghetto, Responsible Preaching and When God Says, Let Me Alone among others.
Section 47. Reverend Manuel T. Sanchez Corner 
Introduced by Council Member Yassky
February 25, 1907 – October 24, 1991
Reverend Manuel T. Sanchez was the founding pastor of the Spanish Pentecostal Church in 1933, later renamed Antioch Pentecostal Church.  He served as Senior Pastor for 56 years and has been an inspiration to over 30 pastors who have served there.
Section 48. Mike Lee Corner 
Introduced by Council Member Yassky
August 1, 1936 – May 20, 2006

Mike Lee dedicated his personal life and business life to improving Williamsburg and giving its residents a chance to pursue their goals.  Through his architectural skills, he preserved and maintained many historic buildings.  He also encouraged local children and seniors throughout the community to engage in many artistic activities.

Section 49. River Terrace
Introduced by Council Member Gerson

This section of the bill would rename a portion of what is now called “Vesey Place”, within Battery Park City in Manhattan, “as River Terrace.”  Currently, the extension of Vesey Place to the west is named River Terrace and this renaming, which would amend the City Map, would result in the entire street being named River Terrace.
Section 50. The REPEAL of Section 12, 31, 32 and 38 of Local Law number 48 for the year 2008. This section repeals Section 12, 31, 32 and 38 of Local Law number 48 for the year 2008.
Section 51. The REPEAL of Section 59 of Local Law number 6 for the year 2003. This section repeals Section 59 of Local Law number 6 for the year 2003.
Section 52. The REPEAL of Section 1 of Local Law number 55 for the year 2008. This section repeals Section 1 of Local Law 55 for the year 2008.
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