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          1  MENTAL HEALTH AND TRANSPORTATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Welcome to this

          3  morning's joint hearing between the Committee on

          4  Mental Health, Mental Retardation, Alcoholism, Drug

          5  Abuse and Disability Services and the Committee on

          6  Transportation.

          7                 We are here to discuss an important

          8  piece of legislation, proposed Intro. No. 261-A,

          9  which would amend the code to establish standards

         10  and specifications to make waterborne commuter

         11  services facilities accessible to disabled persons

         12  in New York City.

         13                 My name is John Liu, I have the

         14  privilege of chairing, co-chairing this hearing with

         15  Council Member Margarita Lopez, the Chair of the

         16  Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation,

         17  Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Disability Services, and

         18  at this point Council Member Lopez has an opening

         19  statement.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: Good morning, and

         21  thank you for joining us this morning for this joint

         22  Committee hearing of the Committee on Mental Health,

         23  Mental Retardation, Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and

         24  Disability Service and the Committee of

         25  Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu.
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          2                 I am Margarita Lopez, and I am the

          3  Chair of the Committee on Mental Health, Mental

          4  Retardation, Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Disability

          5  Services.

          6                 We are here today to take a vote on a

          7  proposed intro, 261-A, the Accessible Waterborne

          8  Commuter Service Facility Transportation Act.

          9                 This is the fourth hearing of this

         10  bill. We have previously heard testimony from

         11  members of the disabled community, private sector,

         12  and government officials.

         13                 Today we expect to hear from the

         14  Administration.

         15                 Followed after that, we may vote on

         16  this bill. We at this point would like to discuss

         17  the critical reasons for this bill.

         18                 In this week, many of us heard of the

         19  tragic event that happened, the tragic event that

         20  happened in Staten Island. I had said in a prior

         21  meeting that I am very saddened by the lives that

         22  were lost at that time, but today we're holding this

         23  hearing precisely in memory of all of those who

         24  died, because many of the ones who did not die have

         25  become disabled, disabled individuals who from now
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          2  on will have to have accessibility in the ferry

          3  system to be able to get to their home. Many of the

          4  people who were hurt lost legs, arms, and forever

          5  will be disabled.

          6                 Then I feel that at this moment this

          7  hearing is being held honoring each and every one of

          8  them. I also want to make clear that the

          9  Administration has confronted their problems,

         10  problems that are acceptable to me in order to be

         11  here today and be able to testify on this bill. The

         12  Administration have the responsibility to take care

         13  of the problems that happened in Staten Island, and

         14  the problems that happened in that ferry.

         15                 For that reason, I understand and I

         16  comprehend why the Commissioner is not here. I have

         17  a conversation with her yesterday, and she and I

         18  agree that it's important for her and her people to

         19  be deployed into the Staten Island Ferry tragedy.

         20                 The disabled community that is here

         21  today also understand that, and I know that even

         22  without asking you because I know the humanity that

         23  you have and that you hold dear to yourself.

         24                 Understanding that, I would like to

         25  make clear that this accident has created a problem
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          2  in regard of this bill to be moved forward. We're

          3  going to hear from the representative of the

          4  Commissioner of Transportation, and we're going to

          5  hear from the Administration. After we hear from

          6  them, we will make a decision in regard to this

          7  bill.

          8                 Before I do anything else, I would

          9  like to introduce the individuals of the different

         10  committees that are here, and the people who are

         11  sitting in the dais, for you to know who they are.

         12                 Beginning from my left, Council

         13  Member Sears, please. Can you introduce yourself and

         14  indicate what district you represent?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I'm Helen

         16  Sears, and I represent the 25th District in Queens,

         17  which is Corona, Jackson Heights, East Elmhurst,

         18  Regal Park, a little bit of Woodside. It goes on

         19  forever and it's a great district. And thank you,

         20  Madam Chair.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: And I just saw

         22  Council Member Foster, she will come here in a

         23  minute.

         24                 Can the staff introduce themselves,

         25  please? I think it's important for the public to
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          2  know who you are.

          3                 MR. SCHWARTZ: Mitchell Schwartz,

          4  Counsel to the Committee on Transportation.

          5                 MS. GONZALEZ: Laura Gonzalez, Counsel

          6  to the Mental Health and Disabilities Committee.

          7                 MS. De PEDRO: Mari De Pedro,

          8  Legislative Policy Analyst to the Mental Health and

          9  Disability Committee.

         10                 MS. EMERMAN: Anne Emerman, staff to

         11  the Committee.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: At this moment, I

         13  would like the representative of the Commissioner to

         14  come.

         15                 Thank you for being here this

         16  morning.

         17                 MS. HORSCH: Thank you.

         18                 Good morning. My name is Andra

         19  Horsch, and I am the Director of Intergovernmental

         20  Affairs at the Department of Transportation. I am

         21  here on behalf of Commissioner Weinshall and the

         22  Administration.

         23                 Since Intro. 261 was amended in early

         24  October, we have been working diligently with other

         25  agencies to identify the bill's impact on our
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          2  private ferry infrastructure and our Staten Island

          3  Ferry operation. Unfortunately, due to the tragic

          4  Staten Island Ferry accident last week, we have not

          5  had the opportunity to sit with Councilwoman Lopez

          6  and Committee staff to discuss the amended version

          7  of Intro. 261.

          8                 We understand that the bill will not

          9  be voted out of Committee today and we look forward

         10  to meeting with the Council next Monday, October

         11  27th, at noon, to try to negotiate a bill.

         12                 Thank you for your understanding.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: I appreciate the

         14  statement that you have put on the record. I want

         15  the members of the community to understand two

         16  things: A movement occurred in this bill, and the

         17  movement is very important.

         18                 Yesterday I had a conversation that

         19  was extremely productive from the Commissioner in

         20  regard to this bill. We also have communication from

         21  the Mayor of the City of New York in regard to this

         22  bill, it's been moving forward now from both sides.

         23                 We may agree or disagree at the end

         24  of the negotiation process. I cannot predict that

         25  process. I only can say that at this moment it has
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          2  been a positive movement, a movement that will

          3  accomplish what we want to accomplish. Number one, a

          4  bill that protects the rights of disabled people to

          5  move forward and have access to the new

          6  transportation system that is developed in the

          7  waters of New York City.

          8                 Number two, that this bill will be

          9  negotiated indicating for that that if that happen

         10  at the end of the day, we will have enforcement of

         11  this bill, without no doubt.

         12                 Number three, that the Administration

         13  and the Council have come to an agreement to move

         14  forward the bill. These things are very important

         15  and very powerful. And the disabled community must

         16  understand what they have accomplished. They have

         17  accomplished for the first time, a bill that

         18  specifically and only with issues for people with

         19  disabilities, to have the Administration and the

         20  Council working together to move forward the bill.

         21                 I want to make clear the timetable

         22  that we're talking about.

         23                 On Monday the Administration and this

         24  Committee is going to meet to look at the bill.

         25  They're going to submit to us in writing whatever
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          2  concerns they have, whatever issues they have with

          3  this bill, and after Monday we will come to an

          4  agreement and the bill will be passed one way or

          5  another, independently of what the negotiations are,

          6  the bill will be passed on no later than November

          7  the 5th.

          8                 I want to make this very clear. On

          9  November 5th I am not going to be in this Chamber. I

         10  am in an election process on November the 4th, then

         11  I am not going to be here on November the 5th. I

         12  expect that this issue be resolved between the

         13  Administration and us prior to October the 30th.

         14                 With that said, does the

         15  Administration have any comments?

         16                 MS. HORSCH: No.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: Chairman Liu?

         18                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: I'm pleased that

         19  we're going forward with this legislation that is

         20  going to improve accessibility, and I know that

         21  this, the two committees, as well as the

         22  Administration, we've been working closely to put

         23  together a piece of legislation that does move

         24  forward the agenda, the important agenda of

         25  increasing accessibility throughout the City, and at
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          2  the same time coming up with a bill that we will

          3  have the strong promises for its enforcement.

          4                 So, I'm pleased that this is moving

          5  forward, and I want to thank Council Member Lopez

          6  for her diligent work on this issue.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: Then I hope that

          8  the public understands clearly what I have said. I

          9  would like to repeat this for the benefits of some

         10  of the Council members that just arrived, and I

         11  would like them to introduce themselves once I

         12  finish this.

         13                 Movement has happened in this bill.

         14  The Administration communicated with us yesterday

         15  night, and they indicated that they are willing to

         16  sit and move forward this bill. Today they are not

         17  able to be here. The Commissioner was not able to be

         18  here, understandably, because the accident that

         19  occurred in Staten Island.

         20                 I said prior that the Staten Island

         21  tragedy have imposed certain conditions to the

         22  Administration that I understand and I accept.

         23                 Saying that, the Administration have

         24  committed themselves to move forward this bill and

         25  on Monday we are meeting, in order to discuss the
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          2  details or the complications that we may have on

          3  this bill, and also to come to an agreement into the

          4  final conclusion of this bill.

          5                 This bill will be passed no later

          6  than November the 5th. November the 5th I am not

          7  going to be here because election is November the

          8  4th, and you can better believe that I'm going to be

          9  very tired. Therefore, I expect that no later than

         10  October 30th we will be able to pass this bill and

         11  be done with it.

         12                 I want to say publicly to the

         13  Administration, thank you very much for your

         14  cooperation. And to the Commissioner, to thank her

         15  for always being so kind and so decent with me.

         16  She's a fine lady. She's a woman of her word. Thank

         17  you.

         18                 MS. HORSCH: We look forward to seeing

         19  you on Monday.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: Council Member.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

         22  Madam Chair. Council Member Dilan, 37th District,

         23  Brooklyn.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: In my right,

         25  please, the Council members who are sitting in that
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          2  side.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Council

          4  Member Sarah Gonzalez, District 38. Good morning.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Council

          6  Member Vincent Gentile, the 43rd District in

          7  Brooklyn.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: Do the Council

          9  members have any questions in regard to what I

         10  explained?

         11                 Okay, then saying this, this hearing

         12  is adjourned. Thank you.

         13                 (Hearing concluded at 10:33 a.m.)
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         10  that the foregoing is a true and accurate transcript

         11  of the within proceeding.

         12                 I further certify that I am not

         13  related to any of the parties to this action by

         14  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         15  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         16                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         17  set my hand this 22nd day of October 2003.

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          EMILY GRAVES

                                                            16

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, EMILY GRAVES, do hereby certify the

         10  aforesaid to be a true and accurate copy of the

         11  transcription of the audio tapes of this hearing.

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22                 -----------------------

                              EMILY GRAVES

         23

         24

         25

