MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE:     A LOCAL LAW to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to school nurses

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:

Administrative Code §17-187 currently requires the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) to provide a school nurse on a full-time basis at each public and private primary school which (i) had at least 200 students enrolled on the last day of the second month of the preceding school year; and (ii) submits a written request that such nurse be provided; and (iii) maintains, pursuant to any rules promulgated by the Commissioner, an appropriate medical room wherein such nurse can carry out his or her nursing duties. Similar requirements apply for intermediate schools.  This bill would amend §17-187 to raise the student population threshold for the requirement to provide a nurse from 200 to 300.
REASONS FOR SUPPORT:
  The City recognizes the value of school nursing services.  However, because of very serious economic conditions, all City agencies are being required to take significant reductions in their budgets in order to close the large deficits facing the City.  Many of the valuable programs at DOHMH are being scaled back and some are being eliminated.  DOHMH must make very difficult and painful decisions to meet these targets, including layoffs, and every division and nearly every program in the agency is subject to funding reductions to meet the agency’s budget targets.  

The School Health Program is one of the largest programs in the agency, and given the magnitude of the cuts the agency is required to take, it is necessary to include this program in the Department’s budget reductions.  Nurses from elementary schools with fewer than 300 students will be deployed to larger schools that currently have vacancies.  Although several other programs in the department will experience layoffs, no  nurses will be laid off as a result of this action.  

Accordingly, the Mayor urges the earliest possible favorable consideration of this legislation.

Respectfully submitted,









Patrick A. Wehle
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