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..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing a universal application and recertification system for the senior citizen rent increase exemption program and disability rent increase exemption program.
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

1

Section 1. Chapter 7 of title 26 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 26-606.2 to read as follows:
§ 26-606.2 Universal application and recertification for senior citizen rent increase exemption program and disability rent increase exemption program. a. Definitions. As used in this section, the term “universal online and paper application and recertification system” means an application and recertification system for the senior citizen rent increase exemption program and the disability rent increase exemption program which meets the following criteria: 
1. such system has an identical interface and accessibility requirements for all eligible users;
2. the means for such system are identical for all users regardless of where their current data exists and regardless of which entity is responsible for processing such data;
3.  such system has the ability to route applications and recertification applications to the necessary entities; and 
4. in the case of electronic applications and electronic recertification applications, all subsequent communications are held through the same such system in a standardized manner.
b. Universal application and recertification. By December 31, 2025, the commissioner of finance and the commissioner of housing preservation and development, in collaboration with relevant agencies, shall establish and maintain a universal online and paper application and recertification system for the senior citizen rent increase exemption program and disability rent increase exemption program in accordance with this local law. 
c. Universal online application and recertification system website. By December 31, 2025, the commissioner of finance and the commissioner of housing preservation and development, in collaboration with relevant agencies, shall establish and maintain a website that permits the public to assess their potential eligibility for the senior citizen rent increase exemption program and disability rent increase exemption program. Such website shall provide: 
1. a means to access an application or otherwise receive either such exemption for which an individual or household may be eligible; and
2. a means to apply for recertification of either such exemption for which an individual of household may be eligible.
c. The system required by subdivision b of this section may be incorporated into an existing website or application, such as the tenant access portal or a successor website or application, established for the purpose of obtaining the benefit of either such exemption.
d. The commissioner of finance and the commissioner of housing preservation and development, in collaboration with relevant agencies, shall undertake efforts to increase public awareness of the universal application and recertification system required by subdivision b of this section. Such efforts shall include, but not be limited to, including a link to the universal online application and recertification system required by subdivision b of this section on any city website relating to public assistance programs or the New York city rent freeze program.
e. Nothing in this section shall be construed to preclude the acceptance of annual income affidavits, initial applications, or recertification and renewal applications for the senior citizen rent increase exemption program or disability rent increase exemption program prepared on a paper form.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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