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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: I know you have a

          3  group there you want to introduce.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Yes. Thank

          5  you, Mr. Speaker.

          6                 Approximately a month ago I had a

          7  football team from my area, Sheepshead Bay High

          8  School, the Sharks, who were the City Champions, and

          9  I'm very happy to show the diversification of my

         10  community, because today we're presenting the chess

         11  kings of New York City for Edward R. Murrow High

         12  School.

         13                 This is the school's ninth City

         14  Championship since 1990. In that time the school has

         15  never finished lower than second in the City, and

         16  won State Championships and three consecutive

         17  national championships in '92, '93 and '94. Last

         18  year they finished second, one-half point behind the

         19  winner.

         20                 I'm very proud of this championship

         21  team. We have with us also Coach Eliot Weiss.

         22                 Eliot, congratulations.

         23                 Murrow boosted its overall score to

         24  fifteen and a half points to out distance rival --

         25  sorry, Alan -- Stuyvesant High School, where my
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          2  colleague is, and Brooklyn Tech came in third.

          3                 The tournament drew 38 teams from

          4  public and private schools throughout the City, and

          5  I'd like if you could come, after I mention your

          6  name.

          7                 Pavel Polyak. Oh, he's not here,

          8  okay. I should have reviewed this with you prior.

          9                 Roza Eynullayeva. Is Roza here?

         10                 Anatoly Gorokhovsky.

         11                 Dmitry Minevich.

         12                 Benjamin Lerman.

         13                 Oscar Santana.

         14                 Willy Edgard.

         15                 Luis Miro.

         16                 Anton Kaminer.

         17                 Dmitry Karabash.

         18                 Kevin Shenderov.

         19                 Vladmir Lakhter.

         20                 Philip Snyder.

         21                 Matthew Vadela.

         22                 And it looks like Gary Soohn. Sorry

         23  if I chop it up.

         24                 Keith Berger.

         25                 Veronica Agueva.
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          2                 Dari Karabashava.

          3                 If I did not say your name -- Mr.

          4  Weiss, if you would please mention their names, I

          5  would like to have them all here to receive a

          6  proclamation from myself and Speaker Gifford Miller.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          8  of New York, Proclamation.

          9                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         10  New York is proud and pleased to honor the Edward R.

         11  Murrow High School Chess Team for its victory in the

         12  City Championship and its distinguished record of

         13  excellence and exemplary sportsmanship; and

         14                 Whereas: For the ninth year since

         15  1990, the Edward R. Murrow High School Chess Team

         16  has emerged victorious from a highly competitive

         17  field of challenges to claim the City Championship;

         18  and

         19                 Whereas: Since 1990, the team has

         20  never finished lower than second place, affirming

         21  its long-running reputation for excellence and

         22  achievement at the highest level of play; and

         23                 Whereas: Under the astute direction

         24  of Coach Eliot Weiss, the team was led to victory by

         25  players Dmitry Minevich, Roza Eynullayeva, Pavel
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          2  Polyak, Anatoly Gorokhovsky, Oren Silverman,

          3  Benjamin Lerman, Anton Kaminer, Kevin Shenderov,

          4  Olga Novikova, Philip Snyder, Vladmir Lakhter, Luis

          5  Miro, Oscar Santana, Willy Edgard and Dmitry

          6  Karabash; and

          7                 Whereas: The championship and the

          8  record it enforces are testament to the hard work,

          9  dedication and inspired play of these chessboard

         10  virtuosi; now, therefore

         11                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         12  City of New York honors The Edward R. Murrow High

         13  School Chess Team for its victory in the City

         14  Championship.

         15                 Signed this 6th day of February in

         16  the year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller,

         17  Speaker for the Entire Council; Michael C. Nelson,

         18  Council Member, 48th District, Brooklyn.

         19                 Mr. Speaker.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, we

         21  congratulation, of course, the entire team.

         22                 Coach, if you want to say a few words

         23  just about the team, we would be appreciative.

         24                 COACH WEISS: Well, I'm very honored

         25  to be here, the entire team is very honored to be
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          2  here, and we're very fortunate to be City Champs

          3  this year, as well as past years, last year's City

          4  and State Champs, as well as second place in the

          5  nation. We have a bunch of gifted, bright teenagers,

          6  who are marvelous chess players, marvelous students.

          7  They work hard in school, and I'm just very, very

          8  proud of them and honored to be here.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all.

         11                 Council Member Moskowitz, do you want

         12  to come forward?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Good

         14  afternoon.

         15                 Good afternoon. It's a great pleasure

         16  as Chair of the Education Committee to recognize

         17  this week as National Guidance Counselor Week. And I

         18  particularly feel this is a pleasure because this is

         19  the first time I understand that the City has made

         20  this, the New York City Council has offered this

         21  recognition of the incredible work that guidance

         22  counselors do day in and day out in our schools, and

         23  I believe it's particularly important, because we

         24  have a very difficult ratio of students to guidance

         25  counselors, and if you look at the work that private
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          2  schools do, you know, they have 25 students per

          3  guidance counselor, we have a situation here in New

          4  York where guidance counselors are working under the

          5  most difficult conditions, and we are appreciative.

          6  Because of them students are not only channeled to

          7  get all sorts of help in various ways, but in terms

          8  of college admissions, you do work that every New

          9  Yorker, taxpayer and parent is incredibly grateful

         10  for.

         11                 So, thank you very much, and I hope

         12  you will convey to all of your colleagues how

         13  appreciative we are of your work.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Would the clerk read

         16  the proclamation.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         18  of New York, Proclamation.

         19                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         20  New York is proud and pleased to observe February

         21  4-8, 2002, as National School Guidance Counselors

         22  Week, and to recognize the contributions of these

         23  dedicated public servants to the lives of youth in

         24  New York; and

         25                 Whereas: School counselors are
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          2  employed in public and private schools to help

          3  students reach their full potential; and

          4                 Whereas: School counselors are

          5  actively committed to helping students explore their

          6  abilities, strengths, interests and talents as these

          7  attributes relate to career awareness and

          8  development; and

          9                 Whereas: School counselors help

         10  parents seek possibilities for furthering the

         11  educational, social and personal growth of their

         12  children; and

         13                 Whereas: School counselors work with

         14  teachers and other educators to help students

         15  explore their potential and set realistic goals for

         16  themselves; and

         17                 Whereas: School counselors seek to

         18  identify and utilize community resources that can

         19  enhance and complement comprehensive school

         20  counseling programs and help students become

         21  productive members of society; and

         22                 Whereas: Comprehensive developmental

         23  school counseling programs are considered an

         24  integral part of the educational process that enable

         25  all students to achieve success in school; now,
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          2  therefore,

          3                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          4  City of New York recognizes February 4-8 as National

          5  School Guidance Counselors Week in the City of New

          6  York.

          7                 Signed this 6th day of February in

          8  the year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller,

          9  Speaker for the Entire Council; Eva Moskowitz,

         10  Council member, 4th District, Manhattan.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations.

         12                 PARTICIPANT: On behalf of all

         13  guidance counselors working in New York City

         14  schools, and represented by the United Federation of

         15  Teachers, I wholly thank Mrs. Moskowitz, Mr. Miller,

         16  and the whole City Council for this Proclamation.

         17  It's the first of I hope many, because this is

         18  National School Counselors Week, and the counselors

         19  do a great job in the City, not only for 9/11, but

         20  all the time.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         23                 January 17th, 2002 is a day, as I

         24  have said before, that shall live in infamy here at

         25  the City Council, because that is the day that Haeda
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          2  Mihaltses left this Council after 15 years, 16 years

          3  -- how many years, Haeda? Haeda, come forward.

          4                 Haeda Mihaltses. After 15 years of

          5  service to this body and this institution Haeda

          6  Mihaltses left us as Director of Finance and went

          7  over to the Mayor's Office.

          8                 What is it that you do over there,

          9  Haeda? I'm trying to remember.

         10                 MS. MIHALTSES: I help you.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: She helps us. She's

         12  the head of Government Affairs for the Bloomberg

         13  Administration. And, so, we wanted to honor her for

         14  her extraordinary service in 15 years. And let me

         15  say on a personal note that I don't think there was

         16  anybody who, as somebody who I worked more closely

         17  with, who when I arrived as a member, young,

         18  impressionable young Council member, one staff

         19  member really took me under her wing and taught me

         20  how to do the budget, and how much to ask for, and

         21  how much not to ask for, and a lot of other things

         22  besides, but most of all she was a friend, and still

         23  is a friend, and we're very, very happy for her that

         24  she has this great opportunity in the Bloomberg

         25  Administration.
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          2                 So, we are pleased to have a

          3  proclamation in her honor for her extraordinary

          4  service to the Council.

          5                 Could we just have your attention for

          6  a second because it's important? If the Clerk could

          7  read the Proclamation.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          9  of New York, Proclamation.

         10                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         11  New York is proud and pleased to honor Haeda on the

         12  occasion of her departure from the Finance Division,

         13  and for her many years of dedicated and

         14  distinguished service; and

         15                 Whereas: Haeda comes from a very

         16  close-knit, loving Greek-American family, with roots

         17  in Mediterranean province of Greece, and her family

         18  includes her parents, her sisters, her brother and

         19  her husband;

         20                 Whereas: Haeda, a proud native of

         21  Mayflower Avenue and Pelham Bay, the Bronx, now

         22  happily resides in the Borough of Queens; and

         23                 Whereas: Haeda is equally proud of

         24  her alma mater at Fordham University where she

         25  received her bachelor's degree in economics in 1986,
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          2  and her master's degree in public administration in

          3  1994, and was a recipient of the Mayor's graduate

          4  scholarship; and

          5                 Whereas: Haeda's professional career

          6  was guided by two mentors, Speaker Peter F. Vallone,

          7  and the late Council Member Mike DeMarco, for whom

          8  she will always have great admiration; and

          9                 Whereas: Haeda, since June 1986,

         10  worked her way up the City Council Finance Division

         11  ladder as an analyst, supervising analyst, assistant

         12  director, deputy director, and ultimately director;

         13  and

         14                 Whereas: Haeda, in all of these

         15  capacities used her political acumen to champion the

         16  City schools, libraries and cultural institutions,

         17  its many small but vital not-for-profit

         18  organizations, its youth and elderly population and

         19  was instrumental in the Council's historic drafting

         20  and adoption of its own budget in Fiscal Year 1999;

         21  and

         22                 Whereas: Haeda, an emissary,

         23  translator, and travel companion of Speaker Vallone,

         24  had the pleasure and distinct honor of meeting the

         25  President of Greece, the Mayor of Athens, the
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          2  Patriarch of the Greek Orthodox Church, and the

          3  Archbishop of Greece and America; and

          4                 Whereas: Haeda loves the City Council

          5  with unparalleled favor and it therefore took

          6  maneuvering on the part of Mayor Bloomberg to whisk

          7  Haeda from Speaker Miller in our City Council.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Which we're not happy

          9  about.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Whereas: Her

         11  friends, family and colleagues are here today to

         12  wish her success and happiness in her new capacity

         13  as Mayor Bloomberg's Director of Intergovernmental

         14  Affairs; now, therefore

         15                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         16  City of New York bestows upon Haeda the title of

         17  City Council Finance Division Staff Emeritus,

         18                 Signed the 6th day of February in the

         19  year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         20  for the Entire Council.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: The reason everyone

         22  is applauding is that today we got our parking

         23  permits. They're downstairs, if you don't have them

         24  yet. Haeda delivered them earlier today, which is

         25  the other reason we sent her over there.
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          2                 But Haeda, really, this is a

          3  proclamation that says one-tenth of what it should,

          4  and the most important thing that it says in here,

          5  which is entirely true, is that there are thousands

          6  of organizations and millions of people in this City

          7  who have benefitted from your stewardship of the

          8  Finance Division during your tenure there and all

          9  the contributions that you made to this great City,

         10  and we're confident that you're going to continue to

         11  make those kinds of contributions by giving us

         12  everything we want in your new capacity as

         13  Intergovernmental Affairs Director over at the

         14  Bloomberg Administration.

         15                 Please say a few words.

         16                 MS. MIHALTSES: Thank you, Speaker

         17  Miller. It's a pleasure to -- actually, it's not a

         18  pleasure to accept this proclamation, it was

         19  actually a very, very difficult decision that I had

         20  to make, but what made the decision easier was that

         21  I got the opportunity to work with each and every

         22  one of you in this room in a different capacity, to

         23  help the City be a great City.

         24                 On behalf of myself, I guess, I want

         25  to thank everyone for giving me the opportunity,
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          2  Speaker Miller, Speaker Vallone, all the Council

          3  Members that are here, for giving me the opportunity

          4  to work with each and every one of you and do good

          5  work on behalf of the City.

          6                 I just want to thank my colleagues

          7  over in the Finance Division. I'm going to miss

          8  them, they're a great, great bunch of people. And,

          9  you know, it was choosing between working with Tom

         10  McMahon again and working with Marc Shaw again, but

         11  actually in my capacity I get to work with both.

         12                 Thank you, again, and I look forward

         13  to working with each and every one of you. Thank

         14  you.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Haeda.

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: Will the

         17  clerk call the roll for the purpose of ascertaining

         18  the presence of a quorum.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Present.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: All the way

          7  here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Present.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Present.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rodriguez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Present.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: We have a

          5  quorum.

          6                 Please rise for today's invocation

          7  given by Father James P. Hayes of St. Andrews

          8  Church.

          9                 FATHER HAYES: God, our Creator,

         10  throughout time and history you have chosen

         11  guardians of the public trust, leaders of this great

         12  City, people chosen to fulfill a vital role in this

         13  great City, grant to those present here today, the

         14  member of the City Council, inner strength, wisdom

         15  and a sense of justice.

         16                 We gather this day in the spirit of

         17  unity, to dialogue, discuss and vote on issues that

         18  will enhance the true quality of life for all.

         19                 We ask that our gathering be tempered

         20  with greater inner wisdom, a wisdom that will enable

         21  us to see in a clear way, to create new paths, to

         22  discern new directions, to plan and to rebuild this

         23  great City.

         24                 Let the spirit of encouragement

         25  empower and guide the members of this City Council,
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          2  assist them to administer their office and

          3  righteousness, and may they encourage due respect

          4  for all life and diversities.

          5                 We gather also today in the spirit of

          6  gratitude, a gratitude for all the gifts which have

          7  been bestowed on us, each one of us here today.

          8                 Let our gratitude be also tempered by

          9  a spirit of compassion so that we may reach out to

         10  all in need.

         11                 We gather in a spirit of courage. As

         12  we meet and vote, we ask for guidance in all our

         13  deliberations, that our decisions be of benefit to

         14  all in this City.

         15                 Let courage guide all of our

         16  decisions, and permit our discussions to become the

         17  foundation of order, rule, and good government.

         18                 Finally, we gather in the spirit of

         19  individual and collective mourning.

         20                 In these past few months of national

         21  attention and grieving, our City is still in a state

         22  of healing as a result of the September attack,

         23  especially during these months, rebuilding our

         24  hearts, spirits and this great City.

         25                 God, our Creator, come to us and
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          2  enlighten our hearts, give us light and inner

          3  courage, guide us by inner wisdom and let the

          4  spirits of unity, encouragement, gratitude and

          5  courage be here with us today.

          6                 Let all of us present today speak as

          7  guardians of this City by saying in one voice amen.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: Thank you.

          9  You may be seated.

         10                 I recognize Council Member Phil Reed,

         11  who will make the motion.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Motion to spread

         13  the invocation in full upon the record.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: Thank you.

         15                 If there are no objections, it is so

         16  ordered.

         17                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Adopted as

         19  printed.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: Messages and

         21  Papers from the Mayor.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None, sir.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: Communication

         24  from City, County and Borough Offices.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None, sir.
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: Petitions and

          3  Communications.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None, sir.

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: Land Use

          6  Call-Ups.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 32 --

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: Communication

          9  from the Speaker.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: No, first we'll do

         11  the Land Use Call-Ups. So, let's start with the Land

         12  Use Call-Ups.

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: Land Use

         14  Call-Ups.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Repeat. M 32.

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: By the Chair

         17  of the Land Use Committee Council Member Katz:

         18  Pursuant to Rule 11.20(c).

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 32. By

         20  Council Member Katz. Application Number 010472 ZSX.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on call-up

         22  vote.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 33. By

         24  Council Member Katz. Application Number 010473 ZSX.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on call-up
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          2  vote.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 34. By

          4  Council Member Katz. ULURP, Application Number

          5  020063 ZSM.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on call-up

          7  vote.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 35. By

          9  Council Member Katz. ULURP, Application Number

         10  020064 ZSM.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on call-up

         12  vote.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 36. By

         14  Council Member Katz.

         15                 ULURP, Application Number 020065 ZSM.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on call-up

         17  vote.

         18                 At this time I ask for a roll call

         19  vote on the call-up votes.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: Will the

         21  clerk please call the roll.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes to all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Yes to all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Yes to all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

         22  all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes to all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Yes. Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Miller.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: All Land Use

          8  call-ups are adopted and referred to the Committee.

          9                 Communication from the Speaker.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         11                 Before we move on to other items, I

         12  just want to announce to my colleagues that I've

         13  made a number of decisions, and I'm still in the

         14  process of making further decisions on the subject

         15  of staff for Central Staff, and I wanted to

         16  introduce some of those people to you. Some of them

         17  are familiar, some of them are less familiar at this

         18  time.

         19                 The new Chief of Staff for the City

         20  Council is going to be Forest Taylor. Forest.

         21                 Forest, until very recently, has been

         22  serving as Deputy Executive Director of the MTA, and

         23  has significant experience in the City

         24  Administration as well.

         25                 The new General Counsel for this
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          2  Council will be Tom McMahon. Tom, of course, prior

          3  to this was serving as Senior Vice President of the

          4  New York City Partnership, but also previous to that

          5  was the Director of the Council's Finance Division.

          6                 The new Director of Communications

          7  will be Chris Polacano. Chris has been serving as

          8  Director of Communications for DC 37, and former

          9  reporter, and also Vice President of Phoenix House.

         10                 Two directors have been reappointed,

         11  Larian Angelo, who is now the Director -- well,

         12  she's actually been promoted. We had a little

         13  ceremony here earlier. Larian was formerly Deputy

         14  Director of Finance and the Chief Economist for the

         15  Council; and Gail Benjamin, who has been the

         16  Director of the Council's Land Use Division.

         17                 I want to thank my colleagues and

         18  everyone for being patient with me. These have been

         19  difficult decisions, but I'm very confident that

         20  we're assembling an extraordinarily strong team to

         21  be able to continue to move the Council forward, as

         22  we have in the past, and I think that these are all

         23  excellent people who are going to be working very

         24  closely with all of you to accomplish the agenda

         25  that this Council is concerned with accomplishing.
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          2                 So, I'm very, very pleased and proud

          3  and I thank all of you for taking the opportunity to

          4  work with all of us.

          5                 Before we go on to the items in the

          6  meeting, I know that a number of my colleagues from

          7  the Republican Delegation have an urgent meeting,

          8  that they have to leave, and they would like to ask

          9  their colleagues' unanimous consent to be able to

         10  leave early from the meeting.

         11                 Minority Leader Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Mr.

         13  Speaker. Usually I hold with great disdain when

         14  colleagues get up and say we have an emergency

         15  meeting and we leave the Council early, but we

         16  actually do have a meeting, the four Republicans

         17  will be attending a meeting, a speech given by

         18  President Bush, and I want all of my colleagues to

         19  know that the Minority Whip of the City Council,

         20  Marty Golden, will be the individual responsible for

         21  bringing the check back to New York that the

         22  President has said that he would.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: We'd like our full 20

         24  billion.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: So, please know
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          2  that, come tomorrow please see Marty about that

          3  check.

          4                 No, I thank you and I appreciate it,

          5  my colleagues, this is a wonderful opportunity for

          6  us, and I hope you understand our desire to be

          7  there.

          8                 We vote aye on all -- I vote aye.

          9  Collectively we vote aye. I vote aye on all items.

         10  Thank you.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Now, that's

         12  leadership.

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: Without

         14  objection. Bring us back the check.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Golden.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you very

         17  much, Mr. Speaker, my colleagues. I vote aye on all

         18  coupled orders. Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you.

         23  I vote aye on all coupled general orders.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, any shortfalls,

         25  we will certainly be seeing you all.
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          2                 That concludes the Communication from

          3  the Speaker.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: Discussion of

          5  General Orders. Anybody who wants to speak on

          6  anything else, other than Council matters.

          7                 Seeing there is none, Report of

          8  Special Committees.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None, sir.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: Report of

         11  Standing Committees.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         13  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         14                 M 3 and companion Reso 48. Approving

         15  the appointment of Rose Gill Hearn, Department of

         16  Investigation.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         18  order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 28 and

         20  companion Reso 49. Approving the reappointment of

         21  Bruce A. Green, Conflicts of Interest Board.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         23  order.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 29 and

         25  companion Reso 50. Reappointment of Jane W. Parver,
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          2  Conflicts of Interest Board.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

          4  Order.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 30 and

          6  companion Reso 51. Reappointment, Benito Romano,

          7  Conflicts of Interest Board.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

          9  Order.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 31 and

         11  companion Reso 52. Appointment of John Merolo, City

         12  Planning Commission.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         14  Order.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: General Order

         16  Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 5 and

         18  companion Reso 53. ULURP, Application Number C010303

         19  PPK, Brooklyn.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         21  order.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 77 and

         23  companion Reso 54. Zoning resolution. Application

         24  Number 020037 ZRY.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

          4  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 At this point I ask for a roll call

          8  on all items coupled on the General Order Calendar.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: Will the

         10  clerk please call the roll.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: May I be

          3  excused to explain my vote?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Without

          5  objection.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Public

          7  Advocate, good afternoon.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Comrie, sorry.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I just wanted

         11  to note for the record that the Committee on Rules,

         12  Privileges and Elections did, after a thorough

         13  investigation by the Committee staff of the various

         14  candidates that were appointed and some questioning

         15  of the appointments, I'm a person that ran on

         16  experience making the difference.

         17                 These candidates that are being

         18  appointed today I feel are of good character and

         19  will serve the City well.

         20                 I also want to commend the Mayor's

         21  Office for bringing these people before us quickly,

         22  but I also want to advise the Mayor that he really

         23  needs to make these other appointments, especially

         24  to the Conflicts of Interest Board and to the City

         25  Planning Commission.
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          2                 And also, when he is about to make

          3  these appointments, that he looks at the entire

          4  breadth and wealth of the City to make these

          5  appointments.

          6                 We would not like to see everyone

          7  come out of the same box or out of the same area.

          8                 This City has over 8 million people

          9  with a wealth of talent, a wealth of diversity and a

         10  wealth of knowledge. So, while these other

         11  appointments are very important and need to be made

         12  quickly, we would hope that our Mayor utilizes the

         13  entire expertise of this City.

         14                 Also, we suggested to the committees

         15  that we allow those committees to have more public

         16  input from the different agencies.

         17                 As you know, the Conflicts of

         18  Interest Board and the City Planning Commission are

         19  both dealing with some issues that are very critical

         20  to this City, dealing with public/private

         21  partnership and other issues, they really need to be

         22  addressed in this time of budgetary crisis. We need

         23  to work on our public/private partnerships, we need

         24  to make sure that the partners that we do have work

         25  on behalf of the City and with the full support of
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          2  this City, but the under the full protection of

          3  themselves and the City interest.

          4                 So, I would like to commend the

          5  Committee, the Rules and Privileges Committee, and

          6  also we'd like to ask the Mayor that he quickly make

          7  the further appointments so that they can move

          8  forward, and I vote aye on all.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Councilman.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, may I rise to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I also want to

          3  add my thanks to the Rules Committee staff for doing

          4  a very thorough investigative background check on

          5  the nominees.

          6                 I want to add to what Chairman Comrie

          7  had to say as it relates to the Conflicts of

          8  Interest Board, which currently will have three

          9  members, and its Chairman, Mr. Romano, who we are

         10  recommending for reappointment today, is a partner

         11  in the firm of Willkie Farr and Gallagher, which has

         12  represented Bloomberg LLP, and as a result Mr.

         13  Romano has carved out a recusal program that will

         14  cause him not to sit on issues relating to the Mayor

         15  and Bloomberg LLP, which would leave the Conflicts

         16  of Interest Board with only two participating

         17  members, which is the minimum that they may have to

         18  conduct business.

         19                 The Rules Committee did pass a

         20  resolution, together with our recommendation that we

         21  support these nominees, that the Mayor with all due

         22  deliberate speed send us additional nominees for the

         23  Conflicts of Interest Board and the City Planning

         24  Commission that would also reflect the full

         25  diversity of talent in the City of New York.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            42

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 And I believe considering the unique

          3  circumstances of Mr. Romano on Mayor and Bloomberg

          4  LLP, the importance of getting new nominees to the

          5  Conflicts of Interest Board, to bring it up to its

          6  full compliment of five is absolutely imperative,

          7  and I hope the Mayor does send over nominees

          8  quickly. I vote aye on all.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council Member.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes for all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: May I please

         11  explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you.

         14                 I rise actually to explain two votes

         15  on this coupled order.

         16                 The first involves the Land Use

         17  resolution, Land Use 77 and Resolution 54.

         18                 I would like to express the

         19  heart-felt gratitude of the people of Staten Island

         20  and I know many members of Queens to the Chairwoman

         21  of the Land Use Committee, Melinda Katz, and her

         22  staff who work very hard, together with the Land Use

         23  Division staff, to come up with a bill that will

         24  provide some relief to the much beleaguered people

         25  of Staten Island who are suffering from the effects
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          2  of overdevelopment, and we're very grateful to her.

          3                 However, I would like the record to

          4  reflect that this is a situation regarding

          5  overdevelopment without checks and balances where

          6  people are buying houses on public roads and are not

          7  receiving full and adequate City services --

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Will you

          9  please be quiet back there. Excuse me, Council

         10  member.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please.

         14  Could you clear the room back there? It's not polite

         15  to your fellow Councilman.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I guess they

         17  don't realize what a crucial issue this is to many

         18  people in this City.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I guess not.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: But I

         21  appreciate you pointing that out to them.

         22                 But there are many people who buy

         23  homes on private roads and do not receive sewer

         24  services or snowplow services or sanitation

         25  services, and this is an issue that I hope that the
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          2  Council will continue to address to provide them

          3  relief, and I will vote yes on that.

          4                 I also would like to explain my vote

          5  on the Planning Commissioner appointed by the

          6  Borough President. Although my predecessor Jerome

          7  O'Donovan did have problems with this appointment in

          8  the past, I have had extensive conversations with

          9  Mr. Merolo, and I am convinced that he understands

         10  the Land Use needs, not only of the people of Staten

         11  Island, in terms of planning, and the role of the

         12  City's Planning Commission, and how it can be a

         13  proactive body and making the City a better place,

         14  and, therefore, I vote aye on all matters.

         15                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         17  Council Member.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to
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          2  vote aye on all, and also be excused to vote aye on

          3  all Land Use matters as well. Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Without

          5  objections.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: You don't

          7  object?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: All right,

         10  thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: First of

         12  all, I don't know where you all are today, you've

         13  all changed your seats. You did it on purpose, huh?

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

         16  all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Miller.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I would like

          5  to waive the --

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: No, one second.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items in

          8  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          9  vote of 50 to zero. And the revised Land Use

         10  Call-Up, 51 to zero.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: I would ask that all

         14  items be referred to the committee as listed in the

         15  agenda, with the exception of Resolution 46, which

         16  is being brought up for immediate consideration, and

         17  is sponsored by Council Member Perkins.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I ask that we

         21  forego the reading of the resolution for immediate

         22  consideration.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The sponsor

         24  has waived the reading, and let's have immediate

         25  consideration.
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          2                 Are there any objections to immediate

          3  consideration?

          4                 All in favor?

          5                 All opposed?

          6                 The matter is adopted.

          7                 General Discussion.

          8                 Council Member Reed.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam

         10  Public Advocate. I rise just to praise our Speaker

         11  and his appointments. I think that the caliber that

         12  we have certainly is sustained from our last term,

         13  and I'm delighted to see those back.

         14                 I just think these are outstanding

         15  selections, and many of us have worked with these

         16  people in other capacities and the work we have to

         17  do is tough over the next two years. We have people

         18  who can step up and do the job now, but I also think

         19  that the spirit in which they and the Speaker have

         20  collaborated and talked to us and shown an openness

         21  to hearing from us individually about the concerns

         22  we have speaks well to not only his leadership but

         23  how we are going to operate in a democratic fashion.

         24                 So, I'm looking forward to it. Thank

         25  you, Mr. Speaker.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Diaz.

          4                 Sorry, I don't know where you are.

          5  There you are.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: They sent the

          7  Bronx to the back today.

          8                 Thank you for giving me this

          9  opportunity. I just want to call your attention on

         10  the introduction on Intro. 35 and 36.

         11                 Three years ago, three years ago this

         12  City was moved and almost put to ground by a tragic

         13  incident - four police officers shot a man by the

         14  name of Amadou Diallo, shooting 41 times to him.

         15                 Amadou Diallo's memory cannot be

         16  forgotten. Therefore, I am introducing the bill to

         17  the name of Wheeler Avenue as Amadou Diallo Place.

         18                 I know that since September 11th the

         19  relationship between the police and the community

         20  has improved. We are working, and we will continue

         21  to improve and to work in that improvement.

         22                 However, the death of Amadou Diallo

         23  cannot be forgotten. I'm asking the Speaker to move

         24  as soon as possible to pass this resolution and to

         25  name Wheeler Avenue as Amadou Diallo Place.
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          2                 Also Resolution Introduction 36, we

          3  are trying to -- there was a fireman by the name of

          4  Steve Mercado who lost his life in the tragic

          5  incident of the World Trade Center. Mr. Steve

          6  Mercado was the president of the Stickball League,

          7  so we would like to change that area in the memory

          8  of Steve Mercado, and call it Steve Mercado

          9  Stickball Boulevard. So, I'm calling to all my

         10  friends and colleagues to support these two

         11  introductions.

         12                 Thank you very much for this

         13  opportunity.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council Member.

         16                 Council Member Lopez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 As you noticed, I am in the back

         20  again.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you

         22  for telling me that.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: This is the

         24  place that I love.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'm sorry, I
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          2  didn't see you there.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: That's okay.

          4  But I will be here.

          5                 I'm asking to address the Council

          6  because I want to call the attention of my

          7  colleagues to two issues. I want to call the

          8  attention to Intro. 37. That is a piece of

          9  legislation that I want to clarify as being

         10  reintroduced by Council Member Felder, Nelson and

         11  DeBlasio.

         12                 During the four years that I was in

         13  this Council, I saw a lot of pieces of legislation

         14  that never saw the day of the light of the sun. But

         15  in the case of this one, I am absolutely surprised,

         16  because this one did come to the floor of the

         17  Council, went through Committee, it was discussed

         18  and it was debated, and we approved it. We approved

         19  that the two days, that the Purim Day and the Ash

         20  Wednesday be the days that were put, set in the

         21  calendar, as days in which the citizens of New York

         22  City will not have to comply with the rules of the

         23  alternative parking.

         24                 Little did I know, I was surprised

         25  that Mayor Rudolph Giuliani vetoed that piece of
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          2  legislation.

          3                 It is a shameful situation that we

          4  have to reintroduce this bill now, and I want to

          5  tell my colleagues that I am here to support your

          6  position again, the same way I did it in the

          7  Committee of Transportation, that I don't understand

          8  why the bill was vetoed, and I hope that all of you

          9  join on that bill and that we can pass this and that

         10  Mayor Bloomberg will be smart enough to approve it.

         11                 The second thing that I wanted to

         12  call the attention to people here is the piece of

         13  legislation, Resolution 44. I am introducing the

         14  resolution asking for the $20 billion that the

         15  President of the United States promised New York

         16  City. And I am asking all of you to join me on this

         17  request, because those $20 billion are desperately

         18  needed by us in New York City. Particularly, I

         19  repeat, the tragedy that occurred in our City was

         20  not due to our fault, but due to the lack of

         21  monitoring the air that is total jurisdiction of the

         22  federal government.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council Member.
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          2                 Council Member Barron.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Chair, I

          4  rise to support Intro. 37 on the alternate side of

          5  the street parking, on the holidays of Purim and Ash

          6  Wednesday, where Councilman Felder has introduced. I

          7  also rise to support Councilman Diaz' intro on the

          8  renaming of Amadou Diallo Street.

          9                 I want to commend Councilman Diaz for

         10  remembering Amadou Diallo, and hopefully we will get

         11  far beyond that tragedy.

         12                 But also, this being Black History

         13  Month, and they gave us the shortest and coldest

         14  month of the year, Madam Chair, I'm confused about

         15  that, and I am in the front now, and I did complain

         16  about being in the back, but, Madam Chair, please

         17  watch what my Council members are doing behind my

         18  back as I speak to you --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You got it,

         20  man.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Because I want

         22  to be protected.

         23                 On a very serious note, I am

         24  introducing a resolution on reparation, and I want

         25  to ask my colleagues to join me on setting up a
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          2  commission to explore the tragedy of Africans who

          3  came here against their will in America, and

          4  especially here in New York City. It is a tragic

          5  story, and I think at least we can support a

          6  commission coming together, and if we can all agree

          7  that a crime has been committed, people have been

          8  injured, and compensation is due.

          9                 I think that this is the time in the

         10  City, in spite of the crises, the economic crises,

         11  that we need to look at the treatment historically

         12  of people of African Ancestry in this country and in

         13  this City in particular.

         14                 Many people don't realize that

         15  slavery wasn't just a southern thing, it existed in

         16  New York City, from 1627 to 1827. We are just

         17  calling for a commission to explore it and make

         18  recommendations, and I want to urge my colleagues at

         19  this time of the year, Black History Month, that we

         20  sign onto this resolution and formulate the

         21  commission.

         22                 I thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council member.

         25                 Council Member Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you.

          3  Thank you, Madam Chair.

          4                 My colleagues, today I rise to

          5  comment about a funeral that I attended this

          6  Saturday. It was for a gentleman, a young man named

          7  Jorgi Louie Jean, and this young man was a resident

          8  of my district but was shot and killed by the New

          9  York City Police Department in the 45th District,

         10  the district of Kendall Stewart.

         11                 As our City and our nation continues

         12  to heal, and with the recent anniversary of Amadou

         13  Diallo, I really think it's time for us to take a

         14  look at what is happening in our City, and I know

         15  that there is a lot of healing going on within our

         16  communities, we feel a sense of solidarity with our

         17  Police Department, but there are some little kinks

         18  that seem to be unworkable that need to be looked

         19  at, and I'd like to ask the Chair of the Public

         20  Safety Committee, my colleague Peter Vallone, Jr.,

         21  and my other colleagues that serve on that

         22  Committee, to please take a look at policies within

         23  the Department, to look at how we can bring humanity

         24  into public service.

         25                 I think that, you know, a
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          2  22-year-old, and the circumstances surrounding his

          3  death are still being sorted through, but it is

          4  clear to me that this young man did not have a gun

          5  in his possession. And we must, in the 21st century,

          6  come up with more humane ways of subduing and

          7  diffusing contentious situations within our

          8  community.

          9                 It was very painful to sit with this

         10  family that immigrated to the United States from

         11  Haiti and watch them bury their son, their brother,

         12  their cousin, that was 22 years old. And I hope that

         13  now that we're in the 21st century, the new

         14  millennium has started, that we can look at our

         15  Police Department and honestly come up with ways

         16  that we can deal with our own humanity in a much

         17  more significant way.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council Member.

         21                 Council Member Katz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         23  Advocate, I would first like to once again thank

         24  Council Member McMahon and the Land Use Division and

         25  everyone that worked so hard on the first few
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          2  meetings in the Land Use Committee, especially on

          3  the private roads tech zoning change that we did. It

          4  took a lot of work, got through it within one week,

          5  so I do thank you for your kind words.

          6                 On that note, I would like to thank

          7  Speaker Miller for his reappointment of Gail

          8  Benjamin for Director of the Land Use Division.

          9                 When I got here I was appointed to

         10  the Land Use Committee as Chairperson. Obviously,

         11  there is a learning curve. We started the first day

         12  working that I got appointed, and if there was one

         13  thing that was very clear to me, it is Gail Benjamin

         14  had the respect of so many people from different

         15  walks of life that deal with Land Use and that deal

         16  with planning and zoning in the City of New York.

         17  Everyone from people who were staff in the Mayor's

         18  agencies, to the Land Use Division employees

         19  themselves, to other Council members that are in

         20  this Chambers, to developers. And across the board

         21  there is no doubt that as far as planning and as far

         22  as the issues that New York City is going to be

         23  faced with in the years to come, Gail Benjamin is

         24  the most qualified. I absolutely learned to respect

         25  her over the last few weeks. I look forward to
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          2  working with her, as I know many of my colleagues do

          3  in the years to come in rebuilding this City. Thank

          4  you very much.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council member.

          7                 Council Member Avella. Tony.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you.

          9                 I rise today to talk about Resolution

         10  40 that is being introduced by myself, Council

         11  Member Clarke and Council Member Gerson.

         12                 As some of you may know, on September

         13  11th, Engine Company 10 and Ladder Company 10, the

         14  building was destroyed, five firefighters lost their

         15  lives in responding to the World trade center

         16  disaster, they lost their equipment. They have been

         17  relocated to other firehouses, and what this

         18  resolution calls upon is to have an oversight review

         19  hearing to find out from the Fire Department why the

         20  ladder company has not been re-established and when

         21  the firehouse will be reopened.

         22                 Today we had a press conference on

         23  the steps of City Hall right before the Council

         24  Chamber, and low and behold, after we had sent out

         25  the press advisory yesterday, the Fire Commissioner
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          2  sent out a notice coming out with a plan not only to

          3  reestablish the ladder company, but when he was

          4  going to reopen the firehouse.

          5                 We are appreciative of the work of

          6  Council staff in terms of the press office, and

          7  obviously the very fact that we had the press

          8  conference moved the issue along.

          9                 But we are still introducing the

         10  resolution because there are still unresolved

         11  issues, and I think it's important to show support,

         12  not only to the Battery Park City residents, to the

         13  firefighters, and to show our support to Council

         14  Member Alan Gerson, for all the work that he's doing

         15  in that area, because he has one hell of a job to

         16  do. So, I would ask all of my colleagues to sign on

         17  to this. This is a very important piece of

         18  legislation. Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council Member.

         21                 Before we continue, we need the vote

         22  of Council Member Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes. Thank

         24  you, Madam Public Advocate. I would like to vote aye

         25  on all the Land Use Call-Ups and all the coupled
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          2  general orders.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          4  The vote is now 51 in the affirmative.

          5                 Council Member Serrano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: I just very

          7  quickly wanted to rise in support of Intro. 35.

          8  Again, I commend Council Member Diaz for bringing

          9  this to the floor.

         10                 This is an issue with Amadou Diallo

         11  that time will not be able to heal this wound. It's

         12  bad enough that this young man lost his life, it's

         13  even worse the way that the trial was handled, and

         14  these wounds may never be healed, but the idea of

         15  renaming the street Amadou Diallo Place will serve

         16  as a constant reminder to the community and to all

         17  of this young man's sacrifice, and that we can

         18  never, no matter how much time goes by, forget the

         19  lessons that were taught by the tragedy.

         20                 Again, I implore upon my colleagues

         21  to support Intro. 35. Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you

         23  very much, Council Member.

         24                 Council Member DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 Again, forgive me for sitting, by

          4  reasons of extreme height.

          5                 I wanted to note, first of all, I

          6  appreciate the work of Council Member Lopez, again,

          7  on the question of aid to New York, and I appreciate

          8  the resolution she's put in. It's unfortunate that

          9  she has to do all this work, because, again, this

         10  issue keeps slipping away from us. I'm sure people

         11  have seen the press coverage in the last few days,

         12  and the shocking and troubling comment by the White

         13  House Budget Director, Mitch Daniels, again somehow

         14  suggesting that there is "a money grubbing game

         15  going on," in relation to New York's justified

         16  efforts to get the federal aid that was guaranteed

         17  by President Bush.

         18                 I want to commend my previous

         19  employer, Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton, for having

         20  very justifiably made clear to Mr. Daniels that was

         21  unacceptable to the people of New York to have our

         22  efforts for justified aid characterized that way.

         23  And I do think we're going to have to continue to

         24  keep the maximum pressure on the Bush Administration

         25  for the delivery of the full 20 billion that was
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          2  promised.

          3                 In another item I would like to

          4  commend the Chairwoman of the Education Committee

          5  Eva Moskowitz, we had our first meeting yesterday, I

          6  want to thank her for her very fine focus on the

          7  issue of Mayoral control that we will be

          8  investigating in our hearings. I think we are all

          9  concerned to make sure that Albany not try and usurp

         10  the City of New York's rights to make decisions on

         11  questions like mayoral control and the fate of

         12  community school boards, and I want to urge all of

         13  my colleagues to focus our attentions quickly to

         14  make sure that the leadership in Albany understands

         15  that we need to weight in on these issues before any

         16  final decisions are made.

         17                 Lastly, I also support vigorously the

         18  Intro. 37 related to parking for Purim and Ash

         19  Wednesday and ask all other members please to join

         20  us with that.

         21                 And, finally, I want to commend

         22  Speaker Miller from the bottom of my heart, the

         23  choices on staff are absolutely outstanding. This is

         24  an amazingly talented new team that Speaker Miller

         25  has brought in, and I've had the opportunity to work
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          2  with a number of them, and I think we're all going

          3  to be very, very satisfied with this excellent team.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council member.

          7                 Council Member Davis.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Madam Chair, I

          9  rise in the name of Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., who

         10  was the first African-American City Council member.

         11  I celebrate this month, as Black History Month,

         12  along with others who realize the contributions of

         13  African-Americans, and I salute the name of Martin

         14  Luther King, Frederick Douglas and Chris Posatic,

         15  and, of course, other great leaders who have

         16  contributed to our country.

         17                 I am saying that I support Councilman

         18  Diaz in his renaming of Wheeler Avenue to Amadou

         19  Diallo Place.

         20                 As a police officer I have visited

         21  that location, and though it was a tragedy, I felt

         22  the pain of all the members of the community.

         23                 So, I want to make it clear that we,

         24  as police officers, also recognize that a terrible

         25  tragedy had taken place.
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          2                 So, I, too, sign on that this tragedy

          3  will never take place. I want to encourage

          4  Councilwoman Clarke that we on the Public Safety

          5  Committee, we will not forget any victim of a

          6  senseless act, we will never forget. And we are

          7  working diligently to make sure that tragedies like

          8  Amadou Diallo, and tragedies like what may have

          9  happened never occur again.

         10                 Chairman Vallone, Philip Reed, Helen

         11  Foster, David Yassky, Martin Golden and myself, we

         12  had a tremendous meeting already in our first

         13  organizational meeting during the Public Safety

         14  Committee. It was tremendous. And we are working to

         15  make sure that the rights of the community, as well

         16  as the Police Officers, are all respected.

         17                 Again, we rise together, we stand

         18  together, and we, as a community, will protect

         19  everyone's rights, the police officers' rights, as

         20  well as the communities' rights.

         21                 I salute you in the name of Adam

         22  Clayton Powell, Jr.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council Member.

         25                 Council Member Nelson.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            66

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 I, too, want to congratulate Council

          5  Member Margarita Lopez, keeping the President's feet

          6  to the fire and no fancy accounting work, no

          7  factoring out donated money or anything like that.

          8  And Bill, you beat me to the punch again.

          9                 Two, my colleague Charles, Councilman

         10  Barron, yes, February is cold, and it's short, but

         11  it also has Valentine's Day in there, love, and it

         12  also has the birthday of this young man up here,

         13  which is terrific. So, it's not the worst possible

         14  month we could have here.

         15                 Now, thirdly -- he wasn't too bad. I

         16  think he knew what he was doing, and I think he was

         17  --

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Chair,

         19  he is out of order. He is out of order.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I think it was

         21  altruistic. Okay, we'll discuss it further in our

         22  history class.

         23                 Now, 45 I draw my fellow Councilmen's

         24  attention to. This is basically -- don't miss this

         25  one. Our senior citizens have a lot of difficulty
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          2  crossing the streets, and perhaps it would be

          3  helpful if we could paint the streets, like we do by

          4  schools, to slow down, warning, there is a senior

          5  center somewheres nearby.

          6                 When you see some of our elderly

          7  members living, residing in New York City, you know

          8  many do not see well, although some can outrun some

          9  of us, but that's another story. Some do not see

         10  well, they cannot walk fast, and this might be a

         11  measure that just might save some lives. So, I

         12  encourage my colleagues to sign on with this.

         13                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council Member.

         16                 Council Member Perkins.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         18  very much.

         19                 I first want to take a moment to

         20  thank my colleagues for their unanimous support for

         21  my resolution acknowledging that this is Black

         22  History Month, and I'm very, very pleased about that

         23  support and want to take a quick moment to mention

         24  two or three other things.

         25                 Number one, the Resolution 41
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          2  regarding reparations, this is a very, very exciting

          3  historic moment for the Council.

          4                 You know, in the past when such

          5  resolutions were introduced, that was it, they

          6  didn't go any further, and it shows that we, as an

          7  institution, as a city, have evolved to the point

          8  where now we can begin to look at the difficult

          9  facts of our history in such a way that it can be

         10  enlightening, embracing and uniting, as opposed to

         11  the fear that it would be polarizing.

         12                 So, I want to thank the Speaker. I

         13  want to give an extraordinary thanks to the Speaker

         14  for having sent that particular introduction to my

         15  committee, the General Operations Committee. That,

         16  for me, is a guarantee that that hearing will take

         17  place. It's a guarantee that it will be a rather

         18  extraordinary hearing, that all of us, especially

         19  inside this Council and outside this Council, will

         20  be very proud of. It's a hearing that I think is

         21  long overdue.

         22                 So, I want to thank the Speaker again

         23  for his leadership in that regard and his

         24  cooperation.

         25                 I also want to echo the remarks made
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          2  by my colleague, Margarita Lopez, with regard to

          3  Intro. 37, by Council Members Felder, Nelson and

          4  DeBlasio.

          5                 It is a concern that this matter

          6  continues to come before us. I'm sure that with the

          7  enlightened leadership that we have that has been

          8  showing itself time and time again, that this will

          9  be the last time, the final time, the fulfilled time

         10  that it comes before us.

         11                 And, again, I want to commend my

         12  colleagues Felder, Nelson and DeBlasio for bringing

         13  it forward.

         14                 I want to also commend my brother,

         15  Reverend Diaz, for the outstanding rally in

         16  commemoration of Amadou Diallo that he had the other

         17  day in the Bronx. It was quite appropriate. I saw

         18  Dr. King looking down, smiling on you, for

         19  fulfilling his dream of remembering those who have

         20  befallen in an act of injustice, or at least

         21  questionable acts of injustice.

         22                 Let me just say, last but not least,

         23  they say it's a fool that takes on the press, or a

         24  brave fool. I'm neither a fool nor brave, so I'm not

         25  going to deal with this from the perspective of the
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          2  press. But I do want to bring something out, Mr.

          3  Speaker, and to my colleague, that I think we need

          4  to be very alert about.

          5                 Recently one of our members was

          6  editorialized in one of the local newspapers as

          7  being unqualified, to say the least, for being the

          8  Chairman of the Higher Education Committee. That was

          9  our colleague Charles Barron, before that individual

         10  could even lay out his point of view about what he

         11  wants to do, et cetera, this individual was written

         12  up as if a curse had befallen the City University

         13  system.

         14                 Now, to me, this has got nothing to

         15  do with the press and/or Charles Barron, this has to

         16  do with the wisdom of the Speaker and the leadership

         17  of this Council for having made a good choice and

         18  that choice being challenged without it even being

         19  given an opportunity to show its face.

         20                 And by the way, Madam Public

         21  Advocate, I think you experienced a similar kind of

         22  editorializing as it relates to a resolution that

         23  some of us support, thanks to our colleague Yvette

         24  Clarke, on the Minority Woman Business Enterprises.

         25                 So, I'm just saying this because I'm
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          2  concerned that those types of attacks on any one of

          3  us is in a way an unfair attack on all of us, and

          4  I'm not here challenging the press, because I'm not

          5  a fool and I'm not that brave, and nor am I here to

          6  simply talk about Charles Barron, because, again, I

          7  don't think it has anything to do with Charles

          8  Barron per se, I think it has to do with all of us

          9  and how we respect each other and how we want the

         10  world to respect us individually and as an

         11  institution, especially when we have reasons to be

         12  respected.

         13                 So, I just want to bring that out.

         14  Thank you very much.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council Member Perkins.

         17                 Council Member Jackson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Good

         19  afternoon, Madam Chair. Thank you.

         20                 I rise this afternoon to support my

         21  colleague Simcha Felder regarding the religious

         22  needs of his community in this Resolution, Intro.

         23  37, and also as a prime sponsor with my colleague

         24  Charles Barron in Resolution Number 41 concerning

         25  the establishment of a commission. So, please note
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          2  for the record that I so support these two, Intro

          3  and Resolution 41 and Intro. 37.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council Member.

          6                 Council Member Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 I also would like to support

         10  Resolution 44. I would like to commend Council

         11  Member Lopez on getting that $20 billion for us. And

         12  once we get that $20 billion, I know what we have to

         13  spend it on, I will call your attention to

         14  Resolution 43, sponsored by myself and Council

         15  Member Gerson, regarding the clean-up of the World

         16  Trade Center site.

         17                 This is a very important resolution.

         18  We're having a hearing on it scheduled for next

         19  Wednesday, and to the extent the people can support

         20  us in this resolution, to have the Mayor designate

         21  an agency that will coordinate the clean-up, they

         22  don't want to coordinate the clean-up because they

         23  know what kind of price tag they're going to have,

         24  perhaps if we get that $20 billion, we'll be better

         25  able to do it.
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          2                 I also want to commend my colleague

          3  Council Member Gerson, and his work and for the

          4  Committee on Downtown Development that is being put

          5  together, I know we will work hand-in-hand in these

          6  efforts, and I support that.

          7                 I also want to commend the Speaker on

          8  his choice of Gail Benjamin. It's been my pleasure

          9  to work with her for the last ten years. She knows

         10  these complicated environmental impact statements

         11  better than anyone, she's a great asset to the

         12  Council. I'm glad that she's staying on.

         13                 I'm also happy to welcome my

         14  colleague Tom McMahon back to the Council. It's been

         15  a pleasure for me to work with him as a Council

         16  staff member over the last ten years.

         17                 I also want to support the resolution

         18  of Simcha Felder. My daughter was born on Purim so I

         19  think we ought to suspend alternate side of the

         20  street parking in recognition of my daughter's

         21  birth. And thank you all very much.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         23  Council member.

         24                 Council Member Boyland.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you.
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          2                 I stand today because we are now in

          3  February, which is Black History Month, but we are

          4  moving on also to March, which is Women's History

          5  Month. I stand because I am in the forefront of

          6  great women like Barbara Jordan, like Shirley Chism,

          7  like Eleanore Roosevelt, and women such as my mother

          8  like Ruby Boyland.

          9                 We will be doing ceremonies in March,

         10  and I put in everyone's mailbox, and I hope that my

         11  colleagues can participate, in nominating great

         12  women in New York City, pace-setters.

         13                 I look forward to working with the

         14  Public Advocate in this effort, something we have to

         15  begin to do now, because there are so many great

         16  women ahead of us and before us and behind us that

         17  we must begin now to honor them.

         18                 I also stand to invite everyone to

         19  our first hearing for Women's Issues on February

         20  26th. We're going to do joint hearings for the

         21  minority women's business that was, of course,

         22  spearheaded by Yvette Clarke, but we're going to

         23  start now with domestic violence in the immigrant

         24  community and that is on February 26th. I invite

         25  everyone to come and partake and to be informed on
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          2  some of the issues at the Women's Issues hearings

          3  that we have to begin.

          4                 As well as, lastly, the Women's

          5  Caucus will begin to have meetings to set up and to

          6  get involved in some of the issues that pertain to

          7  the women in New York City.

          8                 We're dealing with welfare reform,

          9  we're dealing with day care centers, we're dealing

         10  with the glass ceiling, and we're also dealing with

         11  the number of women that are in these bodies, from

         12  the City Council, to the Senate, to the Assembly, to

         13  the Congress - where are all the women? You men are

         14  pushing the women out of the way. Open up the door

         15  and allow them to come in, Bill Perkins, and some of

         16  you.

         17                 We have to begin to look at campaign

         18  reform and how we can get more women involved in

         19  this process. Why? Because we are the largest voting

         20  block in the United States, so, therefore, why not a

         21  woman president? Why not move on to bigger and

         22  better things? Thank you very much.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council member.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I vote aye on
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          2  all.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Excuse me,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 I just rise to thank a lot of the

          8  members for supporting Intro. 32, 33 and 34. These

          9  intros are being put in. Number 32 is to deal with

         10  adding information on what the City actually

         11  contracts out to minority and woman-owned

         12  enterprises. We think that that's important. And to

         13  supplement to Council Member Clarke's initiative, to

         14  actually see what is actually being done by the City

         15  on behalf of minority and women businesses.

         16                 While a lot of people want to talk

         17  the talk, this is a way to document what they're

         18  actually doing.

         19                 I'm pleased to see the support of so

         20  many of our members that have signed onto this bill.

         21  It's an important aspect to keep the City's feet to

         22  the fire.

         23                 Also, Intro. 33, just for

         24  explanation, we have a lot of small businesses in

         25  the City that are suffering, because while they
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          2  would like to be bidders and contractors, the delay

          3  in the payment scale and the payment for small

          4  businesses is onerous to them doing business in the

          5  City. So, we would like to see, while we don't want

          6  anyone to get paid before their work is checked and

          7  the quality is substantiated, we do need to improve

          8  the pace of the payment, especially to small

          9  businesses.

         10                 I have small business owners in my

         11  district that have to go out of state to do business

         12  because of the payment time and the lapse in payment

         13  time that it takes for them to get paid from the

         14  City for work that's accomplished, work that is

         15  done, and work that is done in a proper order. So,

         16  we need this bill to be passed. And I'm pleased that

         17  my members have signed onto this.

         18                 And finally, Intro. 34, it's pretty

         19  basic but we found out in looking at some of our

         20  commissions that are being appointed, that if you're

         21  on a board or a commission in New York City, you

         22  should be a resident of the City. That should be a

         23  basic opportunity. It would open up the

         24  opportunities for diversity, for anyone that has not

         25  been considered on various boards.
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          2                 Thank you very much.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Council member.

          5                 Council Member Sanders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 I rise in support of freedom of

          9  speech, the freedom of Councilman Barron and the

         10  Public Advocate in particular.

         11                 I think it is critical to understand

         12  that one can have an opinion and not be seen as

         13  unworthy or unfit. I think that the opinions they

         14  express are the opinions that if explained to the

         15  American people and indeed to the people of New York

         16  City, that every single soul would join with them on

         17  this.

         18                 I think that the attacks by that

         19  newspaper were uncalled for, and I encourage then

         20  the newspaper to look at the Constitution a little

         21  and to understand that what they're doing is within

         22  it.

         23                 I also rise to support Intro. 32 by

         24  Councilman Comrie. I think it's a good way of

         25  finding out exactly where do we stand in this City
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          2  so we can go past smoke and words and into dollars

          3  and deeds.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council member.

          7                 I consider it a badge of honor to be

          8  criticized by that newspaper.

          9                 Council Member Yassky.

         10                 Council Member Felder.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 I'd like to first mention I want to

         14  thank, again, the Speaker for all the appointments,

         15  Speaker Miller, the appointments. I've worked with

         16  many of the people, Forest Taylor and Tom McMahon,

         17  and I'm delighted that we have capable staff,

         18  including Gail Benjamin, and everyone else with her

         19  that's been reappointed.

         20                 I also would like to mention how

         21  honored I am to be seated here with the Bronx in the

         22  back. Maybe it's because my mother grew up on Morris

         23  Avenue, or because John Sabini, who chaired the

         24  Subcommittee that I have sat in this seat. But I am

         25  delighted, and want to compliment the Speaker's
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          2  staff. I can't mention everyone, but Jessica,

          3  Marcel, the whole staff I think has been dealing

          4  with a lot. I know they've been dealing with a lot

          5  from me, and I think everyone else, all my

          6  colleagues are contributing, so I'd like all of us

          7  to give them a round of applause for the great job

          8  they've been doing.

          9                 I want to thank my colleagues for

         10  helping me with Intro. 37. I just want to mention

         11  how important it is, because Mayor Giuliani vetoed

         12  it, and it's clear that the current Mayor and his

         13  Administration is not supportive of this measure.

         14  So, I think it would be an honor for my colleagues

         15  to please make sure that Mayor Giuliani and Mayor

         16  Bloomberg see to it that Purim does become a -- as

         17  well as Ash Wednesday, does become a day of

         18  suspension of alternate side of the street parking,

         19  so that we can enjoy this holiday.

         20                 I also want to mention that John Liu

         21  who is sponsoring the Asian Luna New Year should be

         22  suspended. I don't see any problem with it. By the

         23  way, I don't see a problem with suspending alternate

         24  parking all year if we had people -- I'm very

         25  serious -- if we had a reason for it. And if the
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          2  City wants to reassess the entire process, that's

          3  fine, but we'll get these three passed, and then let

          4  them reassess it.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council Member.

          7                 Council Member Vallone.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

          9  Madam Chairwoman.

         10                 First, I would like to commend the

         11  Speaker on his choice of the staff. The City Council

         12  has always been known for having an excellent staff.

         13  It's been known for that throughout the country,

         14  actually, and we will continue to be known for that,

         15  thanks to Speaker Miller's appointment, and I

         16  commend him on that.

         17                 Very quickly, I'm introducing a

         18  resolution today calling for reduced energy rates

         19  for people living near power plants. I think it

         20  deserves our support.

         21                 I would like to commend Councilwoman

         22  Lopez on her bill regarding the federal aid from the

         23  federal government. I would as an attorney, though,

         24  have to caution that the bill, the resolution should

         25  read at least the 20 billion which was promised. Why
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          2  limit ourselves?

          3                 With regard to Councilwoman Clarke's

          4  request to the Public Safety Committee, I think

          5  Subcommittee Chair Davis spoke so eloquently on

          6  behalf of the entire Committee, you have our

          7  assurance that we will be vigilant in protection of

          8  the rights of all of the individuals of this City.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council Member.

         12                 Council Member Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you.

         14                 I rise to pay tribute to Black

         15  History Month. Many times we look at black history

         16  as words, but it's history and we are all standing

         17  on the shoulders of sheroes and heroes.

         18                 I'm here as the first black woman

         19  elected to City office because my father was the

         20  first black elected to City office from Bronx County

         21  because of Adam Clayton Powell, and now we have John

         22  Liu, and other Asians are going to be able to stand

         23  on his shoulders because others paved the way. So,

         24  please let us not look at Black History Month as

         25  just words, and don't think that it relates to us,
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          2  because each and every one of us are here because

          3  someone paved the way, and that's what diversity and

          4  that's what celebrating black history is about.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          7  Council member.

          8                 Council Member Martinez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         10  Madam Chair.

         11                 I also rise in commemoration of

         12  African-American History Month, but I also want to

         13  bring to the attention of the Council that as we

         14  celebrate with our brothers and our sisters, the

         15  Dominican community is also celebrating the

         16  Dominican Heritage Month.

         17                 Looking at my calendar, I just

         18  realized that our next State Meeting will also be on

         19  the same day that the Dominican community, one of

         20  the fastest growing communities, immigrant community

         21  in the City of New York, will be also celebrating

         22  its Independence Day, and I want to take the

         23  opportunity to thank Council Speaker Miller for

         24  continuing the tradition that was already started by

         25  this body in celebrating and commemorating in this
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          2  floor Dominican Heritage Month in which members of

          3  the Dominican community and representatives from the

          4  Dominican government come to this Chamber in that

          5  celebration. And the fact that it is a growing

          6  community is also reflected in this body in which

          7  now the Dominican Community counts with the

          8  representation of two Dominicans in this Chamber, my

          9  colleague Diana Reyna and myself.

         10                 I also want to invite all of my

         11  colleagues on the 26th, in which we will be having

         12  the celebration in commemoration of Dominican

         13  heritage.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council member.

         17                 Council Member Gerson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         19  Madam Advocate. Just a few points.

         20                 First of all, on behalf of my

         21  district, I wanted to thank all of my colleagues,

         22  and our outstanding Advocate, for your ongoing

         23  support for the situation that we face downtown in

         24  reestablishing a normal residential and business

         25  life in the Lower Manhattan area.
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          2                 We recognize that the revitalization

          3  of downtown is but a part and parcel of the

          4  revitalization of our entire City, and we appreciate

          5  the solidarity exhibited by this body and our Public

          6  Advocate.

          7                 Earlier today, as my colleague

          8  Council Member Avella noted, we held a very

          9  important press conference calling for the

         10  recreation of adequate fire safety protection

         11  measures, which many of our constituents have been

         12  deprived from since September 11th, and I wanted to

         13  take the opportunity to thank the Chair of the Fire

         14  and Criminal Justice Committee, the honorable Yvette

         15  Clarke, and my colleague, the honorable Tony Avella,

         16  for your support and your work and your leadership

         17  on this issue, and we've achieved at least partial

         18  success with the report that Ladder Company 10 will

         19  be recreated, but there are many more additional

         20  steps which need to be taken, such as the creation

         21  of temporary firehouse space in the immediate

         22  vicinity of Battery Park City, and we need to see

         23  that that happens very quickly.

         24                 Again, I want to reiterate our

         25  appreciation to our Speaker for the establishment of
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          2  the creation of the Select Committee of Lower

          3  Manhattan. I look forward to working with all of our

          4  colleagues in the immediate future with the Chair of

          5  the Environmental Protection Committee, Council

          6  Member Jim Gennaro, and the Chair of our Finance

          7  Committee, David Weprin, on the environmental and

          8  finance issues related to September 11th, which we

          9  are going to be dealing with in the immediate days.

         10  I thank you both.

         11                 Madam Advocate, just two other

         12  additional notes. I, too, want to rise in joining in

         13  celebrating African-American Heritage Month this

         14  month. Part of the wonder and beauty of New York is

         15  we get to learn from and share in each other's

         16  celebrations and all the celebrations of our diverse

         17  communities.

         18                 In fact, one of the last vestiges of

         19  slavery in New York and one of the earliest free

         20  African-American neighborhoods in our City existed

         21  in my district near what is now the South Street

         22  Seaport area, and this is, unfortunately, too little

         23  known by the City at large, by the nation at large

         24  indeed, as is the case with so much of

         25  African-American heritage and so much indeed of so
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          2  many heritages which abound in our City.

          3                 To correct that situation -- excuse

          4  me, Madam Chair, I'm, like many others, getting over

          5  the nasty virus going around, but to correct that

          6  situation I am joining with leaders of the clergy in

          7  the community of downtown, the Reverend Henrietta

          8  Carter and Father Harvey of the St. Augustus

          9  Episcopal Church, Reverend Henrietta Carter of the

         10  Mariners Baptist Church, just nearby this great

         11  hall, and we are spearheading an effort to create an

         12  African-American Heritage Museum to join the other

         13  heritage museums that exist here in Lower Manhattan,

         14  and this will be a very, very needed addition, and I

         15  think as we begin this Heritage Month it is a fine

         16  opportunity to make this announcement, and I'll have

         17  more details.

         18                 And, finally, finally we are also

         19  approaching the Luna New Year celebration as we

         20  usher in the Year of the Horse. I know there will be

         21  announcements upcoming about Council commemorations

         22  of that, but I want to bring to your attention that

         23  the Chinese-American Planning Council, which is the

         24  most significant social services provider

         25  organization to Chinatown and the Asian-American
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          2  community district Citywide, is having its annual

          3  New Year's dinner on the 13th of February, the day

          4  after the Chinese New Year, and one of our guests of

          5  honor who is very well deserved is our colleague,

          6  Council Member John Liu, and, so, I want to bring

          7  that to your attention, invite you all. My office

          8  will be sending the announcements of the event and

          9  the invitations, and you're all welcome to a

         10  wonderful ten-course dinner on the evening of the

         11  13th as we honor John Liu, well deserved.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council Member.

         15                 May I remind you there's a two-minute

         16  limit.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         18  Madam Advocate.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Sears.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 I just wish to thank my colleagues

         24  who have joined on with Intro. 44 and 45. I believe

         25  it serves our communities well, and I truly thank
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          2  you.

          3                 I also want to thank our Speaker for

          4  having pulled together such an excellent pool of

          5  talent to serve this Council and to serve the

          6  Speaker, particularly in recognizing the wonderful

          7  assets of Gail Benjamin. I've had the opportunity to

          8  work with her over many years, and it serves us well

          9  that she shall continue to do so.

         10                 I also wish to urge our colleagues to

         11  support Councilman Comrie's Intro, Intro. 32.

         12                 I recognize that minorities and women

         13  businesses for too long have been swept in in terms

         14  of their talent and who they are and what they are

         15  in large joint ventures, and as such, are not

         16  recognized in a database for just exactly what they

         17  do do. It is the joint ventures that recognize this,

         18  and it is time that they have their place in their

         19  abilities to do the job and to do it well.

         20                 So, I urge all of you to join on in

         21  Intro. 32.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council Member Sears.

         25                 Council Member Stewart.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Madam

          3  Advocate, I rise to speak about some serious

          4  messages that is going on in my district and the

          5  adjacent district, but as we remember

          6  African-American heritage, I want to echo the

          7  sentiments of what Councilwoman Clarke says and

          8  Councilman Davis.

          9                 The death of the gentleman by the

         10  name of Jorgio Luis Jean should not be in vain. It

         11  should be a stimulus for us to revisit the

         12  procedures and protocols that we went through after

         13  the death of Diallo and Louima.

         14                 Madam Public Advocate, although we

         15  all love our uniformed officers, we should not lose

         16  sight of the fact that there are a few who need

         17  sensitivity training, and they need to know that the

         18  use of firearms should not be so automatic, and

         19  there should be other ways in which we can subdue

         20  someone without their use of a gun.

         21                 I would also like to remind my

         22  brothers and sisters and colleagues in government,

         23  that this month is a month that we need to look at

         24  all the little things that are happening within our

         25  districts, and even though we feel that we are, or
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          2  we do like our Mayor, and even though we feel that

          3  some of our leaders who spoke out at a time of the

          4  Louima case, and spoke out in a time of the Diallo

          5  case, may have been very close to the Mayor this

          6  last time, and, so, we haven't heard much about this

          7  incident.

          8                 I feel, Madam Public Advocate, that

          9  our voices and our liberty is not for sale. This is

         10  something that is very dear to me. I feel we should

         11  be just as vigilant and just as open with this

         12  incident as we were in the past, even though we have

         13  been developing better relationships with the

         14  police.

         15                 This is something that should not

         16  have happened, and we should see that it does not

         17  happen in the future.

         18                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council Member.

         21                 Council Member Weprin.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes, this

         23  coming Monday, February 11th, the Committee on

         24  Finance, joined by the Committee on State and

         25  Federal Legislation and the Select Committee on
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          2  Lower Manhattan Redevelopment, will be holding a

          3  public hearing on federal aid to New York City in

          4  the wake of September 11th attack, and I just want

          5  to call your attention to a change in the time of

          6  the hearing, it was listed as 10:00, we moved it up

          7  to 9:30, due to the number of Speakers that we have

          8  already scheduled, including both of our United

          9  States Senators.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         12  Council Member.

         13                 Are there any more speakers?

         14                 May the Speaker speak?

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. I just

         16  want to note for my colleagues, in addition to the

         17  Dominican Heritage event, which we're going to have

         18  on the 26th, we're also having a celebration of the

         19  Asian Lunar New Year here in the Council Chambers at

         20  5:00 p.m. on February 12th. I want to bring that to

         21  the attention of my colleagues. You will certainly

         22  be receiving something in your boxes, as well.

         23                 And then one other item that I wanted

         24  to mention was that I didn't mention, in terms of

         25  announcing as part of the new appointments to the
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          2  Council, Eric Lane, who is a Professor of Law at

          3  Hoffstra University and former Counsel and Director

          4  of the New York City Charter Revision Commission of

          5  1989, the Schwartz Commission, is also going to be

          6  joining the Council staff as Special Counsel to the

          7  Speaker, so that's another announcement on the

          8  staffing issue, and there will be more to come as

          9  well.

         10                 Thank you for your cooperation and

         11  patience.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         13                 Can I just remind you all that at

         14  5:30 there's a party in your honor at the City Hall

         15  Restaurant.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Indeed.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I hope

         18  you'll all be there.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The meeting

         21  is adjourned.

         22                 (Hearing concluded at 3:10 p.m.)

         23

         24

         25
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