 

 
 
 

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT 
 

TYPE OF LEGISLATION:    A Local Law 

TITLE: To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing certain penalties for the offense of public lewdness.

INTRODUCED BY: Council Member Vallone Jr.

REASONS FOR SUPPORT:  This legislation is introduced in response to numerous recent incidents of public lewdness in New York City, particularly acts directed at women and young children, including: (1) in February 2006, a man exposed himself to an 11-year-old girl and her 9-year-old cousins outside of a public school in Hollis, Queens and then proceeded to abduct and sexually assault a 13-year-old girl nearby; (2) in April 2006, on several occasions in Queens and Brooklyn, a man exposed himself to preteen girls while posing as a police officer – he actually molested two of his victims after luring them to his car; (3) a man with a history of public lewdness arrests was loitering in Borough Park nude from the waist down and, in an attempt to evade police, sped off in a vehicle that collided with a livery cab, resulting in the cab driver’s death; (4) in May 2006, an off-duty school safety agent was arrested on charges of public lewdness, harassment, and endangering the welfare of a child after exposing himself to two 13-year old girls near a public school in Queens; and (5) numerous incidents of men exposing themselves to women and children on subway trains as was illustrated by the NYPD’s “Operation Exposure,” which resulted in the arrest of 13 individuals over a 36-hour period for public lewdness, sexual abuse and forcible touching.  

Under current State Law, public lewdness is a class B misdemeanor, punishable by probation from one to three years, imprisonment up to three months, and/or a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars.  This punishment is negligible for a criminal responsible for what is often enduring trauma.  As such, in New York City public lewdness should be categorized as a class A misdemeanor, punishable by probation for three years, imprisonment up to one year, and/or a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars.
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