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INT. NO.  125  
By Council Members Nelson, Addabbo Jr., Foster, Gentile, Martinez, Recchia Jr., Sanders Jr. and Weprin
 
TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to providing signage requiring lower speeds and other pedestrian-friendly actions when operators of any form of transportation are within one block of a naturally occurring retirement community or one block of a senior citizens center.

 
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds Section 19-180.

INTRODUCTION
On April 10, 2006, the Committees on Transportation and Aging, chaired by Council Members John C. Liu and Maria del Carmen Arroyo respectively, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 125.  Int. No. 125 would add a new section 19-180 to the administrative code and require the Department of Transportation to install one or more signs within one block in all directions of a naturally occurring retirement community or senior citizens center warning motorists and other vehicles of the high number of senior citizens in the area. 

The Committees have invited the Department of Transportation, the New York City Police Department, the New York City Department for the Aging, the New York City Housing Authority, Transportation Alternatives, the Council of Senior Centers & Services, the Tri-State Transportation Campaign, other senior citizen advocacy groups, other transportation advocacy groups, various community boards and other community groups to testify on this bill.

BACKGROUND

According to the 2000 census, the elderly comprised 16% of the total population of New York City.
  Yet, despite comprising only 16% of the population, senior citizens represent one-third of the City’s pedestrian fatalities.
  Some reasons why seniors may be such a high percentage of the fatalities are that seniors are frailer and unable to withstand impact from any vehicle; senior citizens and children are less likely to be seen by motorists, especially those in oversized trucks and SUVs; and seniors are more likely to have visual and mobility impairments, requiring more time to cross streets.

Responding to comments from senior citizens, Transportation Alternatives, an advocacy group, created a Safe Routes for Seniors project, funded by the New York State Department of Health.  Safe Routes for Seniors is studying neighborhoods in northern Manhattan, an area where many senior citizens complained of unsafe streets, to make recommendations on how streets can be designed to make them safer for elderly pedestrians.  Among the study’s findings were that 90% of seniors who attend lunch and activities at a center walk to the center and half said they did not have enough time to cross the streets near the centers because of the signal cycles.  Many of the seniors had no means of transportation other than walking.
  The signage required by this bill would make seniors who travel to and from NORCs and senior centers safer by warning motorists and operators of other vehicles of the large number of senior citizens in the immediate area.

ANALYSIS


Int. No. 125 would add a new Section 19-180 to the Administrative Code of the City of New York that would require the New York City Department of Transportation to install at least one sign within one block in all directions of a naturally occurring retirement community or senior citizen center warning motorists and operators of vehicles of the high number of senior citizens in the immediate area.  The bill requires the signs and the lettering on the signs to be large enough to be read easily by operators of vehicles.  The signs are to warn operators of vehicles to reduce their speed and recommend other actions to ensure the safety of elderly pedestrians.


The bill defines “naturally occurring retirement community” as an apartment building, housing complex or housing development that was not originally built for seniors, is not restricted to seniors and with at least fifty percent of the units who are seniors or has at least 2,500 senior residents.  “Senior citizens center” is defined as a multi-purpose facility with regular operating hours and staff that provides a variety of health, social, nutritional, educational and recreational activities for senior citizens.  “Vehicle” is defined as any device in, upon, or by which a person or property may be transported or drawn down a street, road or highway.  It can be human powered or run on tracks or rails.

This local law would take effect immediately after it is enacted into law.  

�  Information retrieved from the New York City Department for the Aging website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/dfta/pdf/trend_olderpop.pdf" ��http://www.nyc.gov/html/dfta/pdf/trend_olderpop.pdf� on April 4, 2006.  “Elderly” is any person who is 60 years or older. 


�  Oren Yaniv, New York Daily News, “Seniors walking targets: Crossing times on streets too short: report,” Sept. 29, 2004.


�  Transportation Alternatives “ Make Time for Seniors!” retrieved from � HYPERLINK "http://www.transalt.org/press/askta/040818.html" ��www.transalt.org/press/askta/040818.html� on April 3, 2006.


�  Transportation Alternatives, “ T.A. Calls Upon the DOT to Make More Time for Seniors,” Fall 2004, retrieved from � HYPERLINK "http://www.transalt.org/press/magazine/044fall/16safeseniors.html" ��www.transalt.org/press/magazine/044fall/16safeseniors.html� on April 3, 2006.
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