MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE:     A LOCAL LAW to amend New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to authorizing the construction and regulation of licensed hostels.
SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:   Section 1 of this bill would add a new section 2100-a to the New York City Charter establishing an Office for Licensed Hostels (Office) within the Business Integrity Commission and setting forth the powers and duties of such office.  The Office would be  responsible for the licensing and regulation of Licensed Hostels.
Section 2 of this bill would add a new Chapter 1 to Title 26 of the Administrative Code setting forth the criteria and conditions for the construction and operation of Licensed Hostels, a type of Class B Multiple dwelling providing temporary housing in dormitory type accommodations with no less than 4 nor more than 8 beds in each room.  Stays would be limited to no more than 30 days in each calendar year.  Existing multiple dwellings could not be converted to licensed hostels.  Licensed hostels would be required to comply with all provisions of law relating to the construction, maintenance and operation of class B multiple dwellings and with additional occupancy and safety standards set forth in such chapter and in rules promulgated by the Office which would issue and renew licenses, perform regular inspections and have the power to revoke licenses and impose penalties for violations.  The bill specifies that it would have no effect on other lawful class B occupancies but such other class B occupancies would be prohibited from using the name licensed hostel or representing a business as licensed without a license issued by the Office.
Section 3 of the bill would amend the New York City plumbing Code to specify the required number of toilet facilities for licensed hostels.
Section 4 of the bill would amend section BC 310.1.1 of the New York City Building Code to add licensed hostels as a Group R -1 occupancy classification under such code.

Section 5 of the bill would amend section BC 1011.1 of the New York City Building Code to require the placement of exit signs in licensed hostel units.

Section 6 of the bill would provide that the bill is effective on the later of its date of enactment or the date of a zoning amendment permitting licensed hostels in specified zoning districts.

REASONS FOR SUPPORT:
Current local laws prohibit legal, privately operated for-profit hostels by not allowing the rooming together of more than four unrelated persons in one hotel room unless the operator is a not-for-profit.  This void for affordable lodging is being filled by illegal and frequently dangerous hostels that put both New Yorkers and visitors at risk because they overcrowd buildings and do not provide adequate fire protection and emergency exits. Illegal hostels also strip away residential apartments from the New Yorkers who need them. 
This bill will permit for-profit hostels to be constructed and operated under the jurisdiction of an Office For Licensed Hostels within the Business Integrity Commission which would issue licenses, perform regular inspections and have the power to revoke licenses and impose penalties for violations.  The bill specifically provides that it would have no effect on other lawful class B occupancies. 
The well regulated operation of licensed hostels will provide low-budget affordable transient accommodations that will avoid the safety concerns posed by illegal and unregulated transient lodging. 
Accordingly, the Mayor urges the earliest possible favorable consideration of this legislation.

Respectfully submitted,









Patrick A. Wehle
