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S. 6811
By: Lanza 
 






A. 10071 
By:  Kavanagh  
 
TITLE:
AN Act to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to authorizing a city with a population of one million or more to make the obstruction of traffic at intersections a parking violation. 
 
BACKGROUND
According to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support (MIS), in order to reduce traffic congestion in New York City and the surrounding areas, it is necessary to prevent motorists from blocking intersections, commonly known as “blocking the box.”   Blocking the box occurs when a motorist drives into an intersection without sufficient room to continue through it before the traffic light changes.  

Under current law, blocking the box is classified as a moving violation for which only police officers and a small number of traffic enforcement agents are authorized to issue a ticket; motorist guilty of this violation may be fined $90.00 and receive two points on their license. The pending legislation would classify blocking the box as a parking violation and authorize all City traffic enforcement agents to issue tickets. The new law would increase the fine to $115.00 which the owner of the vehicle would be liable and   the driver of the vehicle would not receive points against their license.   

According to the MIS, since this violation would no longer be considered a moving violation, traffic enforcement agents would issue them without substantially extending the time a vehicle remains in or near the intersection, generally agents would simply scan the windshield registration sticker and dispense the ticket without having to obtain a record of the driver’s license. 
According to the MIS, this legislation will not only decrease congestion and pollution, but would facilitate safer street crossings for all pedestrians, especially children, seniors and the mobility impaired. 
PROPOSED LEGISLATION
This bill amends Section 236 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law (VTL) by adding a new subdivision 2-a that makes violations of section 1175 of the VTL, which concerns the obstruction of traffic at intersections, a parking violations. 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.
EFFECTIVE DATE:

This legislation would take effect immediately.

PAGE  
3

