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	THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FINANCE DIVISION
LATONIA MCKINNEY, DIRECTOR
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT
PROPOSED INT. NO. 463-A
COMMITTEE:   Governmental Operations


	
TITLE:  A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to providing e-mail and text message notifications to New York city voters.



	
SPONSORS:  Council Members Vacca, Dickens, Barron, Johnson, Koo, Mealy, Mendez, Koslowitz, Rodriguez and Van Bramer
 


	SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: This bill would require the New York City Board of Elections (BOE) to send email and text message notifications regarding local, state, and federal elections to registered New York City voters who provide their email addresses or mobile phone numbers to the BOE for that purpose, including information regarding (1) the dates and hours of elections, (2) poll site locations, (3) absentee voting requirements and deadlines, (4) links to sample ballots (by email only), and (5) links to the BOE’s website.  The bill would also require BOE to provide opportunities for New York City voters to provide their email addresses or phone numbers for this purpose, as well as provide the option for such voters to unsubscribe from the service. Lastly, the bill would prohibit the BOE from selling or otherwise disclosing the email addresses and mobile phone numbers it collects for purposes of this legislation without first acquiring advance written permission or court order, unless otherwise required by law.


	EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law would take effect January 1, 2017.


	FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED:   Fiscal 2018



	FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT:

	

	Effective FY17
	FY Succeeding Effective 18
	Full Fiscal
Impact FY18

	Revenues (+)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Expenditures (-) 
	$250,000 
	$500,000
	$500,000

	Net
	$250,000
	$500,000
	$500,000


                 

	IMPACT ON REVENUES: It is estimated that this bill would have no impact on revenues. 


	IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES:  It is estimated that this bill would have an impact on expenditures. Based on industry prices for text messaging and email, information from an industry vendor, and tech industry salaries, it is estimated that the full fiscal impact of the bill is $500,000. Other than personnel services (OTPS) costs are anticipated, related to the setup and operations of the email and text system that notifies registered New York City voters who provide their email address or mobile phone number to the BOE regarding local, state, and federal elections estimated at $400,000. In addition, personal services (PS) costs for data management and analysis would be incurred estimated at $100,000. 
 

	 SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS:	  General Fund


	
[bookmark: _GoBack]SOURCE OF INFORMATION:	New York City Council Finance Division 
                                                New York City Office of Management and Budget
                                                Industry vendor


	ESTIMATE PREPARED BY:   James Subudhi, Legislative Financial Analyst
                                             
ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY:  Rebecca Chasan, Assistant Counsel
                                                      Tanisha Edwards, Chief Counsel
                                           John Russell, Unit Head


	HISTORY: This legislation was introduced to the full Council on August 21, 2014 as Intro. No. 463 and referred to the Committee on Governmental Operations.  The Committee on Governmental Operations held a hearing on Intro. No. 463 on February 29, 2016 and the legislation was laid over.  The legislation was subsequently amended and the amended version of the legislation, Proposed Intro. No. 463-A, will be considered by the Committee on Governmental Operations on May 4, 2016.Upon successful vote of the Committee, Proposed Intro. No. 463-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on May 5, 2016.

DATE PREPARED:     April 29, 2016
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